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Today’s Lesson Title:  FOREIGN POLICY-who determines how we deal with other countries?  Today’s lesson will discuss how a Federal Government handles relations with foreign countries.

WHO IS OUR FRIEND ?-is a friend someone who always agrees with you, or do true friends sometimes tell you when you are wrong?  Historically, we and the French have been close allies-covering each other’s backs.  Recently, the French have had the courage to tell us we are wrong.  Does that make them an enemy or a true friend?  Determining who our real friends are can sometimes be a little difficult.

Making Treaties with other countries-the President through his Secretary of State can negotiate treaties but the Senate must ratify them.

SO WHAT DRIVES OUR FOREIGN POLICY?

1.  Economic concerns-we are continually looking for new 

     markets for the goods we produce in this country.  We are 

     continually trying to negotiate trade treaties with other 

     countries.                                                                             
2.  Shared Values-obviously it will be easiest for us to trade

     with other countries that share our ideas about freedom and

     human rights.  But sometimes these get overlooked if they

     are willing to buy our products.

3.  National Security issues-we must be careful about selling 

     certain items to countries who are hostile toward us.  Even

     now we are debating how much computer technology we 

     should sell to the Chinese.  Certainly we should be slow

     to sell weapons to countries that might use them on us.

