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3.  They educate the public.  They provide a lot of specific 

     ideas and information to the public and public officials.

4.  They keep close watch on elected officials and make sure

     those officials are doing their job.

So what’s bad about interest groups? 

1.  Some have the power to influence legislation in directions

     contrary to what the majority of Americans want.  The NRA

     and the AARP(Association of Retired People)seem to have 

     the money and power to get laws passed that go against 

     what most Americans say they want to happen.

2.  Sometimes they resort to illegal tactics like bribery, threats,

     or revenge.

So how do interest groups go about influencing public policy?

1.  By educating voters about their issue or idea.

2.  By creating a positive image of their group.

3.  By pressuring public officials into voting their way.

4.  By using propaganda techniques-plain folks-people in ads 

     pretending to be real, ordinary people when they are really    

     paid actors, glittering generalities like “in the interest of 

     peace and prosperity,” bandwagon-everybody is doing it-

     join the crowd, name calling-if you don’t support our idea

     you are un-American or unpatriotic, transfer-using symbols 

     like the flag or historical characters like Lincoln to sell the

     idea,  testimony-using celebrities to sell the idea, and card-

     stacking-presenting only one side of the issue and distorting 

     the facts(2+2=22).

GOVERNMENT REGULATION

Fortunately, law requires lobbyists and interest groups to register with Congress so everyone will know who they are.

