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Today’s Lesson Title:  TO FORM A MORE PERFECT UNION-in May, 1787, the government that had successfully led thirteen states in defeating the British and winning independence was about to fall    apart.   Fifty-five of Americas  

most respected citizens met in Philadelphia to see if they could somehow create a more perfect union of the states.  While they met at Independence Hall(where the Declaration of Independence had been signed) a woman was on trial in the northern part of the city for witchcraft.  Such was America that summer-a culture poised somewhere between ignorant superstition and “enlightened self-governance.”

WHY HAD THE OLD GOVERNMENT FAILED ?

1.   Under the constitution called the Articles of Confederation 

      the U.S. Government did not have the legal right to collect

      taxes.   The government had no money to pay its bills.  It 

      couldn’t pay foreign countries like France and Spain who 

      had loaned the government money.  So our credit rating 

      was really bad.  The government couldn’t even pay the 

      money it owed to our own citizens.  If the government 

      couldn’t collect taxes or borrow money it would cease to

      exist.

2.   Under the Articles of Confederation there was no Federal

      Courts to hear disputes between the states.  At one point 

      New Jersey and Pennsylvania almost went to war over the

      Border between the two states.

3.   Under the Articles of Confederation there were two 

      Presidents.  They had to totally agree or they couldn’t do

      anything.  They never agreed and never got anything done.

4.   Because the U.S. Government didn’t have any money it 

