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Today’s Lesson Title:  INTEREST GROUPS AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON PUBLIC POLICY-we know they exist and we suspect they have a lot of influence on the laws passed by elected officials.  Who are they?  How do they go about impacting public policy?  These are the questions we will answer in this lesson.

Interest group-is a private organization that tries to persuade public officials to respond to their ideas.  They spend a lot of money trying to influence what laws are made.

Lobbyists-are individuals paid by the interest group who hang around  Washington waiting to encounter elected officials so

they can talk the public official into voting the interest group’s way.  They are always trying to get “face time” with public officials.

So why do we allow them to exist?  The First Amendment guarantees “the right of the people to peacefully assemble and petition the government to deal with their grievances.”  That’s 

why you’ll find them operating around county seat towns, near state capitol buildings, and in Washington, D.C..

___________________________________________________

So how is an interest group different from a political party? A political party is trying to get a candidate elected.  An interest group is trying to get an idea made into law.

So what’s good about interest groups?
1.  They get a lot of people involved in the political process

     that would not normally get involved.  More citizens tend to

     participate directly in the political process which is healthy

     for democracy.

2.  They represent an idea-not some person’s status.

