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    the National Education Association(NEA)-the teacher’s 

    union maintains a powerful presence in Washington. Interest

    Groups lobby public officials, write letters, and make phone

    calls to their members encouraging the members to pressure

    elected officials to vote like the group wants them to vote.

4. Television news shows-like Nightline conduct phone in or 

    E-mail polling and announce the results on their show. This

    lets Americans know what other Americans are thinking 

    about various issues.

SCIENTIFIC POLLS

Probably the most respected and trusted polling organization is the Gallup Group.  They have been conducting scientific polls since the 1930s.  How do they do it?

1.  They clearly define the idea to be surveyed.  It is usually a 

     very specific question like “today, would you vote for this

     candidate or support this bill as written?”

2.  They usually construct a sample question and try it out on a

     small group first to see if the question is understandable.

3.  Then they prepare several valid questions about the idea 

     they are wanting to explore with the public-usually clear, 

     simple statements about what they are trying to find out. 

4. Then the organization decides on the best way to ask the

    question-over the phone, door to door, or on television?

5. Then they report their findings to the public.  Both Clinton

    and now Bush act in response to what the polls reveal.

