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Today’s Lesson Title: PUBLIC OPINION-HOW ELECTED OFFCIALS MEASURE IT-anyone who has ever been elected to anything knows that you better pay attention to what those who elected you want or you will not get re-elected.  So how do elected officials figure out what “we the people” want?

How do they take a measure of public opinion on various issues?  These are some of the questions we will answer in today’s lesson.

HOW GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MEASURE PUBLIC OPINION

1.  Phone polls-random sampling polls over the phone.  The 

     problem with these “samples” are the pollster will listen to

     two or three answers given and then assume the rest of the

     answers without asking the questions.  Most Americans are

     not consistent in their beliefs.  They tend to hold differing 

     views on different issues.  Effective phone polling ask all

     the questions on their list and assume nothing.

2.  Elections-if a candidate wins by a “landslide” there is the

     tendency for the winner to assume they have total public 

     support for anything they might want to do.  This may or 

     may not be true.  Sometimes a candidate just “connects”

     with the electorate.  They possess a charisma that convinces

     the public they somehow empathize with the voter’s lowly

     plight.  But if difficult economic times come and elected 

     officials must make unpopular choices the “charisma factor”

     can quickly disappear.

3.  Interest Groups-maintain well paid lobbyist in Washington

     to influence how public officials vote.  One of the better

     known is the National Rifle Association(NRA).  Also, 

