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Today’s Lesson Title:  PUBLIC OPINION-if we watch any news at all on TV we here about it-public opinion.  What is it?  How does the public-“we the people” reach a shared opinion?  Who influences public opinion the most?  These are a few of the questions we will answer in this lesson.

PUBLIC OPINION-WHAT IS IT?

It is the values and ideas shared by the largest number or majority of Americans.  We share ideas about what is fair.  We share ideas about what is “cruel and unusual punishment.”  

SO WHAT FACTORS TEND TO SHAPE PUBLIC OPINION THE MOST ?

1.  Family-we either share our family’s values or we spend a 

     lifetime rejecting their beliefs, but one way or the other our

     family is the greatest influence on why we do what we do 

     and why we believe what we believe.
2.  Schools-let’s face it-you spend more waking hours at school

     than you do with your parents and schools tend to influence

     student’s views on how to treat the environment because 

     most teachers-especially public school teachers have been

     taught to be super-sensitive to environmental issues(water,

     air, and soil issues).

3.  Opinion leaders-preachers, rabbis, priests, college prof-

     fessors, medical doctors, and lawyers all shape public 

     opinion in subtle ways.  Authority figures tend to have great

     influence in a free society.

4.  The mass media-television news, radio talk shows, movies,

     magazines, books, newspapers, and the internet all impact

     public opinion in a free society.

