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SO HOW MUCH DOES THE MEDIA IMPACT HOW PEOPLE VOTE?

Most scientific polls(Gallup)indicate only one third of voters vote the way they do because of radio talk show hosts or other influential media personalities.  But one third is enough to determine the outcome of an election and anyone running for public office must take the media seriously.  In other words the media does determine who can and will be elected to public office in this country.

DOES THE MEDIA HAVE TOO MUCH INFLUENCE?

PROS AND CONS

1.  Let’s be honest.  Both major parties use the media for their

on purposes.  Both parties have a “love-hate” relationship with

with the media-but hey-it’s a free way to educate the public on

the party’s view of things.

2.  Is the press liberal or biased in favor of a liberal way of see-

ing things?  Some say yes-others no.  The fact is people in

the media tend to be better educated than the general pop-

ulace.  They also tend to be more widely “traveled.”  They

have had the opportunity to be exposed to other ways of

seeing world events-instead of just seeing it through

“American eyes” they are able to see world events more

“globally”-as other cultures see the events.  Conservatives

say most people in the media are “educated elites” who are

totally out of touch with what “ordinary Americans”

believe.  Conservatives tend to believe the media has too

much power and should be limited by law.  In other words

they would restrict freedom of the press.

