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Today’s Lesson Title: FREEDOM OF THE PRESS-The Role of The Media in a Free Society- when the Founding Fathers added the Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution in 1791 for the most part they had used the English Bill of Rights of 1688 to give them their ideas about freedom.  However, they added one more freedom not found in the earlier document-they added Freedom of the Press.  Why did they add this one?

Why did they think it so important that the media be free to report on the activities of the government?  These are some of the questions we will answer in today’s lesson.

THE ZENGER TRIAL

In the 1740s a trial in New York City was covered by most of the colonial newspapers.  It got a lot of publicity.  A New York newspaper publisher named Peter Zenger accused Governor William Cosby of stealing from the New York Colonial Treasury.  Cosby responded by having Zenger arrested for sedition(trying to weaken and overthrow the government)and thrown into jail.  Colonial newspapers covered the trial closely because they wanted to know if they were indeed free to investigate public officials.  The jury found Zenger innocent and shortly thereafter an investigating committee found that Cosby indeed had been taking money from the public treasury for personal use.  From that point onward most Americans understood the media’s role in keeping public officials accountable.  By the time the Founding Fathers wrote the Bill of Rights they understood the American public expected them to protect the freedom of those involved in the press.

