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Today’s Lesson Title:  RUNNING FOR PUBLIC OFFICE-GETTING ELECTED!-so you want to serve in local, county, state, or national government.  Who should run for office ?How do you get elected?  How much does it cost  to get elected ?  

1.  Get active in a political party.  Let party members get to 

     know you.  Become active in a party member’s campaign &

     help them get elected.   They’ll return the favor some day.

2.  Figure out what you really care about.  What issues 

     really get to you in an emotional way?  When it gets dis-

     couraging you’ll need that emotional commitment to keep 

     running in the race.  Don’t run if you don’t care!

3.  Register as a candidate with the state election commis-

     sion .  It will require a registration fee.  Registering will 

     declare that you are a serious candidate for a particular

     office.

4.  Ask for help from the party you have been active in.  If

     you have been an active party member several people owe 

     you for your help and now they will help you.

5.  Run in some local primaries.  You must be able to demon-

     strate that you are a strong enough candidate to be elected.

     If you can win two or three primaries people will start 

     giving you money to help pay for your campaign.  If there 

     are no primaries available to run in talk  your local party 

     caucus into nominating you for the office.

6.  Get nominated by your state or national convention.  If

     you win enough primaries your party will see you as a

     potential winner and you will get nominated by your state 

     or national convention.  Democrats hold theirs in July and

     Republicans hold theirs in August.

