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Montesquieu(mon tes que)-a Frenchman was another writer that inspired Americans as they began to focus on fairness.  He wrote that the only fair government was one that had parts of it that have “separate powers.”  Ben Franklin, long a student of 

Native American behavior had observed this “natural order” among the Iroquois in New England.  The Iroquois believed in a “matrilenial society” where the women had certain powers and the men had certain powers.  Among the Iroquois the women owned all the property(houses, clothes, weapons, and tools).  When the mother died her oldest daughter got all the family property.  The men owned nothing(not even their clothes).  But the men got to make all the decisions affecting the family and the tribe(except they couldn’t buy or sell anything).  This is called “separation of power.”  In other words males and females both had a lot of power and had to work things out between themselves.

So what does all this have to do with our government?

We have three branches which have equal power.  It keeps any one branch from getting so much power that they abuse the people.

Montesquieu and the Iroquois gave Americans their idea about what is fair.              

