1

Today’s Lesson Title:  WHAT IS DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT-  In November 1863, several thousand people gathered at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania to remember the thousands of men who had died there four months earlier.  Why did so many have to die ?  The first speaker spoke two hours and left the question unanswered.  The second speaker, President Lincoln, spoke for two and a half minutes and answered the question-why did these men die?  “that government of the people, by the people, and for the people should not perish from the earth.”  Is government of the people, by the people, and for the people worth dying for so that we might hand it down to our children and grandchildren?  Each generation of Americans must answer that question.  In    the mean time we will answer the following question in this lesson:   What is  Democratic government ?

Government-is the institution through which a society makes and enforces public policies.  Government is made up of people who exercise the government’s powers and carries out the public policies.

WHAT ARE PUBLIC POLICIES ?  Whatever a legally elected government decides to do.  Some examples of public policies include:

1. Collecting taxes.

2. Maintaining an army and navy

3. Protecting natural resources(air, water, and soil)

4. Setting a minimum wage for all citizens.

Democracy-“demos” is the Greek word for people, and

“kratew(kra te o)” means to rule.  Democracy literally

means “rule by the people.”  

