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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE 2ND AND 3RD AMENDMENTS

What do they say?  What do they really say?  Americans are still debating the 2nd Amendment.  Even though the Supreme Court has given a clear interpretation through  several court cases Americans are still divided on what it really says.  The 3rd Amendment is a little easier to understand- both historically and in reality.  Today’s lesson will explore the current legal meaning of both amendments.

“A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.”  Well, that’s what the second amendment says but what do the federal courts say it mean?                    

THE COURT’S INTERPRETATION

So far the Supreme Court has consistently ruled the 2nd amendment pertains to the rights of states to maintain state militias and not necessarily the right of every citizen to carry a handgun.

SO WHY CAN’T CONGRESS SEEM TO PASS  STRICTER LAWS CONCERNING THE OWNERSHIP OF PERSONAL HANDGUNS?  The National Rifle Association is a powerful lobby(interest group).  Their view is if you let the government take any of your guns they’ll end up taking all of your guns.  The NRA says the problem is not too many guns on the street but a lack of tough laws dealing with those who misuse guns  and a lack of consistent enforcement of laws already on the books. The other side says there are so many   guns   in   circulation  they  are  bound  to  fall into the 

