Sample 5


Friends, we have been invited here today to share with Groom and Bride a most important moment in their lives. In the time they have been together their love and understanding of each other has grown and matured. Now they have decided to live their lives together as husband and wife.


We have been invited to hear Groom and Bride as they promise to face the future together, accepting whatever may lie ahead. For the world that God has created for them, with its beauty and grace that is all around, with the strength that it offers and the peace that it brings, makes them truly grateful.

Groom and Bride, nothing is easier than saying words and nothing harder than living them day after day. What you promise today must be renewed and rededicated tomorrow. At the end of this ceremony legally you will be man and wife, but you still must decide each day that stretches out before you, that you want to be married.

Real love is something beyond the warmth and glow, the excitement and romance of being deeply in love. It is caring as much about the welfare and happiness of your marriage partner as about your own. But real love is not total absorption in each other; it is looking outward in the same direction --together. Love makes burdens lighter, because you divide them. It makes joys more intense because you share them. It makes you stronger so you can reach out and become involved with life in ways you dared not risk alone.


The Hands of the Bride and Groom:
Bride, please face Groom, and hold his hands,
palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you. 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.

These are the hands that will work long hours for you and your future family. 

These are that hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy. 

Groom please hold Bride’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.

These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurt, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it is time to let go 

These are the hands that will massage tension from you neck and back in the evenings after you’ve both had a long hard day. 

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times 

These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving. 

They are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope, each time she tells you that you are to have another child, that together you have created a new life.

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized. 

(Wedding Vows)

Pastor to Groom -- Groom will you take Bride to be your wife? Will you love and respect her? Will you be honest with her always? Will you stand by her through whatever may come? Will you make whatever adjustments are necessary so that you can genuinely share your life with her?

Groom -- I will.

Pastor to Bride -- Bride will you take Groom to be your husband? Will you be honest with him always? Will you stand by him through whatever may come? Will you make whatever adjustments are necessary so that you can genuinely share your life with him?

Bride -- I will.

(Poem) 

I Promise  by Dorothy R. Colgan


I promise to give you the best of myself
and to ask of you no more than you can give.
I promise to respect you as your own person
and to realize that your interests, desires and needs
are no less important than my own. I promise to share with you my time and my attention
and to bring joy, strength and imagination to our relationship.
I promise to keep myself open to you,
to let you see through the window of my world
into my innermost fears and feelings, secrets and dreams. I promise to grow along with you,
to be willing to face changes in order to keep
our relationship alive and exciting.
I promise to love you in good times and bad,
with all I have to give and all I feel inside
in the only way I know how,
completely and forever.


(Rings)

Groom says to Bride-I give you this ring, wear it with love and joy.
I choose you to be my partner, to have and to hold from this day forward for better or for worse,
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish as long as we both shall live.  


Bride says to Groom-I give you this ring, wear it with love and joy.
I choose you to be my partner, to have and to hold from this day forward for better or for worse,
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish as long as we both shall live.  


(Prayer of Blessing by Pastor Skiles)


Forasmuch as Groom and Bride have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, by the authority committed unto me as a Minister of the Gospel and in accordance with the laws of the state of Indiana, I declare that Groom and Bride are now husband and wife.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.

Groom you may now kiss your lovely bride Bride
Kiss/Embrace

I now present to you Mr. and Mrs. Groom 

Recessional

