Alternate Wedding Vows


We are gathered here today to celebrate one of life's greatest moments, to give recognition to the worth and beauty of love, and to add our best wishes to the words which shall unite Groom and Bride in marriage. 

Should there be anyone who has cause why this couple should not be united in marriage, they must speak now or forever hold their peace. 

(If the bride is escorted forward) 

Who is it that gives this woman to be married to this man? 

(The father, children, relative etc. may give the bride away. He /they answer "I do", "I do on behalf of her family and friends" etc. , This person then steps back and the groom takes the bride's hand.) 

Bride, please face Groom’s, and hold his hands, palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life. These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.  These are the hands you will place with expectant joy against your stomach, until he too, feels his child stir within you.  These are the hands that look so large and strong, yet will be so gentle as he holds your baby for the first time.  These are the hands that will work long hours for you and your new family these are that hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.  These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief wrack your mind.  These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire for you.

Groom, please hold Bride’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you. These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.  These are the hands that will hold each child in tender love, soothing them through illness and hurt, supporting and encouraging them along the way, and knowing when it is time to let go These are the hands that will massage tension from you neck and back in the evenings after you’ve both had a long hard day.  These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving.  They are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.  These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope, each time she tells you that you are to have another child, that together you have created a new life.  These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized.

Minister:
Oh Lord our God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted in reaching for your perfection. May Groom and Bride see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter and guide. We ask this in your name, Amen.

Groom and Bride , life is given to each of us as individuals, and yet we must learn to live together. Love is given to us by our family or by our friends. We learn to love by being loved. Learning to love and living together is one of the greatest challenges of life - and is the shared goal of a married life. 

(Vows)

Groom, do you take Bride to be your wedded Wife? ("I do") Do you promise to love, honor, cherish and protect her, and forsaking all others you will keep yourself only unto her as long as you both shall live? ("I do") 

Bride, do you take Groom to be your wedded Husband? ("I do") Do you promise to love, honor, cherish and protect him, and forsaking all others you will keep yourself only unto him as long as you both shall live? ("I do")


Do you Groom and Bride, both mutually pledge together today, that you will at all times and in all circumstances conduct yourselves towards one another in a manner that is representative of a husband and wife.  (“We do”)


And that you will remain faithful each to the other until separated by death?  

(“We do”)

(Exchange of rings and repeating of vows)


"Wedding rings are an outward and visible sign of an inward spiritual grace and the unbroken circle of love, signifying to all the union of this man and this woman in marriage." 

I Groom, take you Bride, to be my wedded Wife- To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, and I promise my love to you until separated by death.   With this ring, I thee wed.

I Bride , take you Groom, to be my wedded Husband. To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, and I promise my love to you until separated by death.  With this ring, I thee wed.

"A marriage ceremony represents one of life's greatest commitments. But it also is a declaration of love. I wish to read to you what Paul wrote of love in a letter to the Corinthians. I believe it is a true model of love and it is a model of love I hope you pursue in your marriage: 


1 Corinthians 13
"Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud. 
Love is never haughty or selfish or rude. 
Love does not demand it's own way. Love is not irritable or touchy. Love does not hold grudges and will hardly notice when others do it wrong. 
Love is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. 

Love never fails.  Now eternally abides these three; faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is Love.”
If you love someone, you will be loyal to them no matter what the costs. You will always believe in them, always expect the best in them, and will always stand your ground in defending them." 

(Prayer over Bride and Groom)

Dear Heavenly Father, our hearts are filled with great happiness on Groom and Bride’s wedding day, as they come before You pledging their hearts and lives to one another. Grant that they may ever be true and loving, living together in such a way as to never bring shame or heartbreak into their marriage. Temper their hearts with kindness and understanding, rid them of all pretense or jealousy. Help them to remember to be each other's sweetheart, helpmate, best friend and guide, so that together they may meet the cares and problems of life more bravely. And with the passage of time, may they find great contentment in the rich joy of senior companionship. May the home they are creating today truly be a place of love and harmony, where Your Spirit is always present. Bless this marriage we pray and walk beside Groom and Bride, throughout all of their lives together. We ask these things in Jesus name; Amen 


(UNITY CANDLES) 

Groom and Bride, the two separate candles symbolize your separate lives, separate families and separate sets of friends. I ask that each of you take on of the lit candles and that together you light the center candle. The individual candles represent your lives before today. Lighting the center candle represents that your two lives are now joined to one light, and represents the joining together of your two families and sets of friends to one.

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in Holy Matrimony, have promised your love for each other by these vows, the joining of your hands and the giving of these rings, by the powers vested in me as a minister of the gospel and with the laws of this state, I now declare you to be Husband and Wife. 
Whom God hath joined together, let no one put asunder. 
"May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up his countenance unto to you, and give you peace."

Groom, you may kiss your bride. 

It is my privilege to present to you Mr. And Mrs. Groom Jackson

