Sample 4


Who gives this woman to be married to this man?

(Father:  “I do” or “Her mother and I”)

Dearly beloved we are gathered together here today in the presence of God and this face of these witnesses to join this man and this woman in holy matrimony.  Which is an honorable estate and signifies unto us the mystical union that is between Christ and his church.  Therefore, it is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God.  Into this holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined.  If anyone can show just cause why they may not lawfully be joined together, let them now speak, or else hereafter forever hold his peace. 

Marriage is a joyous occasion.  It is connected in our thoughts with the magic charm of home, and with all that is pleasant and attractive in the tenderest and most sacred relations of life.  When celebrated in Cana of Galilee, it was sanctioned and cheered by the presence of the Lord himself; and is declared by the Apostle Paul to be honorable in all.

And now, if you Groom and Bride have at present appeared for the purpose of being joined in legal and holy wedlock, you will please signify this intention by joining hands.

Groom, Do you take this woman, whose hand you hold, to be your lawful wedded wife.  (“I Do”)

Do you promise before God and these witnesses that you will love, honor, and cherish her; and that forsaking all other for her alone, you will faithfully perform to her all the duties to which a husband owes to a wife, so long as you both shall live?  (“I Do”)

Bride, Do you now take this man, whose hand you hold, to be your lawful wedded husband? (“I Do”)

Do you promise, before God and these witnesses, that you will love, honor, and cherish him; and that forsaking all others for him alone, you will faithfully perform to him all the duties, which a wife owes to a husband, so long as you both shall live?  (“I Do”)

Do you Groom and Bride, both mutually promise, before God and these witnesses that you will conduct yourselves towards one another in a manner that is becoming of a husband and wife.  (“I Do”)

And that you will faithfully commit yourselves to one another and love one another until separated by death? (“I Do”)

(RINGS)

These rings are the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual bond, which unites this man and woman in endless love.  The circle, the emblem of eternity and gold, the type of what is least tarnished will be a lasting symbol of the faith and fidelity that is mutually pledged by Groom and Bride.

Groom, Will you place this ring upon the left ring finger of Bride.

(Repeat) I give you this ring, as a token and pledge, of the vows between us made.  With this ring, I thee wed, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Bride, Will you place this ring upon the left ring finger of Groom.

(Repeat) I give you this ring, as a token and pledge, of the vows between us made.  With this ring, I thee wed, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(UNITY CANDLE)

     At this time we will witness the lighting of the unity candle which is symbolic of the two lives now becoming one is holy wedlock, which Jesus spoke of in Matthew 19:4 “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning "made them male and female", Mat 19:5 and said, For this cause a man shall leave father and mother and shall cling to his wife, and the two of them shall be one flesh? Mat 19:6 Therefore they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

Will you Groom and Bride, please step forward and light the unity candle.

(PRAYER OVER BRIDE AND GROOM)

Prayer by minister.

(PRONOUNCEMENT)

Since Groom and Bride have consented together in marriage, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and have pledged their mutual love to each other, and have declared the same by the giving and receiving of rings and by the joining of their hands, by the powers vested to me as a minister of the gospel and in accordance with the laws of the state of Michigan, I now pronounce they are husband and wife, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  What God has joined together let no man separate.  Groom, you may now kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen I would like to introduce to you for the first time

Mr. And Mrs. Groom 

(RECESSIONAL)

