Bronze Pelican Emblem

The Bronze Pelican is a diocesan award whose purpose is to recognize the recipient’s outstanding contribution to the development of Catholic youth in the program of the Boy Scouts of America in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. A Scouter does not earn the Bronze Pelican but is recommended by nomination to a board of review by another person. General Scouting achievements do not qualify a person to receive the Bronze Pelican emblem. The Boy Scouts of America has district, council, regional and national awards for such recognition. Likewise service through CYO, Knights of Columbus and other parish organizations are recognized within their organization and do not qualify a person to receive the emblem.
Awards at a rate of one per ten Catholic chartered units are available each year for presentation to worthy Scouters. There is no requirement that any or all awards be presented in a given year, nor is there a carry-over of unpresented awards from year to year. No honorary or posthumous awards will be made.

The Chairman of the Catholic Committee on Scouting for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis shall appoint a committee of five past recipients of the St. George emblem to review and recommend nominees for the award. The committee membership and all of its actions are confidential. Award recipients will be notified within 15 days of the awards committee meeting. Applications of unsuccessful nominees will not be retained or returned. Unsuccessful nominees may be renominated in subsequent years. 

Accomplishments and sustained dedication are the major criteria for this award; however a minimum of three years service to Catholic youth through Scouting within the Archdiocese of Indianapolis is required. Nominations should carefully detail (dates, numbers of participants) how the nominee meets the guidelines for selection, especially projects and initiatives started/continued in the realm of faith formation for Catholic Scouting.

The Bronze Pelican nominations will be judged on the basis of the following guidelines:

1. Meets all diocesan guidelines for volunteers working with youth (Virtus Training). (minimum requirement)

2. Has participated in the Lay Apostolate for Scouters (Catholic Scouter Development) program.

3. Counsels and/ or coordinates Religious Emblem awards for Scouts of the Roman Catholic faith.

4. Has completed Religious Awards Counselor training for Ad Altare Dei and Pope Pius XII awards.

5. Actively promotes, participates in and supports Catholic Scout Retreats, the Archchbishop’s Catholic Scout Awards Ceremony and other programs of the Catholic Committee on Scouting.

6. Actively promotes the observance of Scout Sunday within his parish and unit.

7. Helps to preserve and develop Catholic chartered units. Assists parishes and Catholic organizations in recruiting leaders for Scouting under Catholic auspices.
8. Recruits Christian men and women to further the ideals of Scouting as Youth Ministry.

9. Consistently maintains and interprets to the unit, district and council the Catholic attitude and identity towards Scouting and thus becomes responsible for having religious policies carried out to the benefit of the Catholic boys and girls. 
· Leading others to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith

· Modeling behavior that reflects Gospel values

· Teaching respect and dignity for all people

· Encouraging Scouts to live out the faith commitment made at Baptism
· Responsible for Catholic Scouts being transported to Mass at camporees, summer camps, and other scout outings; and providing for the Spiritual needs of the non-Catholic scouts
10. Works to maintain excellent cooperation between parish/ diocese and Scout Council and its districts and programs

A recommendation from the nominee’s pastor must accompany the nomination. Other letters of recommendation are not necessary and will not be used in the evaluation of the nominee. The effort that would be put to securing multiple letters of recommendation should be applied to providing a complete and detailed accounting of the nominee’s contributions and activities on behalf of Catholic Scouting. It is not appropriate for a person to nominate his/ her spouse or other immediate family member

Awards to members of a particular parish or unit will be commensurate with that parish’s/ unit’s participation in the programs of the Catholic Committee on Scouting of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

The award recipient must attend the Archdiocese of Indianapolis Catholic Scouting Awards ceremony to receive the award from the Archbishop.

Please use the following information form and as many additional sheets as you see appropriate to thoroughly and in complete detail describe the nominees outstanding service to Catholic youth through the Boy Scouts of America using the criteria outlined above.

