What is The Collaborative International Story Writing Circle?

This is a collaborative short story writing circle for elementary school children from across the world. The way it works is pretty simple. Each story circle consists of four partners who work together to write a story. The first begins the story by writing a page or maximum of two  - but doesn’t finish the story – and, within a week, emails it to the second partner. This second partner adds to to it and emails it, again within a week, to the third one. The third adds his/her portion to the story and, again within a week, emails it to the fourth on the list. This person finishes the story. 

The children can write about anything they want. But, and here’s the inevitable but, each segment of the story must have an icon or a character representative of the local culture. These characters must ‘meet’ each other in the story. The rest I upto the children to their imaginations.       
Who am I and why am I doing this? 

I am currently the second grade teacher at The International Programs School in al-Khobar, Saudi Arabia. I have a very strong interest in children’s literature and would love to, someday, write children’s stories with an international twist. These stories would appeal to all children. But they would appeal primarily to international school children who, by the very nature of their lives (or parents careers), have more of an international take on the world – if I can put it that way. This is the long term plan. So before you turn around and ask what this has to do with the The Collaborative International Story Writing Circle I’ll fill you in on a little secret. This project was born because I was starting to get bored of theories, theories and more theories that I was being fed in teacher’s college. I needed something to challenge me. Hence The Collaborative International Story Writing Circle was born.       

The project generated more interest than I ever imagined  . We ended up with eight schools on four continents collaborating to write two fantastic short stories. It will be a shame a let a good thing go waste. So as long as there teachers willing to take challenge their charges we can keep this story circle going.
Inayath

Inayath_mohamed@yahoo.ca
See the next page for more details
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Overview:

This is a collaborative short story writing effort involving primary school children from six schools in Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe, North and South America.  

The goals of this exercise are to enable children to learn about life and school in each other’s countries, establish friendships across borders, to provide children with a framework for collaborative writing, to enable children investigate similarities and differences in each other’s countries and cultures and to inspire children to become interested in international relations.

The process is as follows: 

Teachers nominate a child or teams of children to be the writers. There will be one child or team from each participating school. One school begins a story by writing a short piece (the length will be determined by the class teacher but it should not exceed three pages for each school). The story can be about any topic the children see fit. The only ‘condition’ is that it contains at least one character representative of the local culture. This character doesn’t have to be a contemporary one. He/She could well be a mythical one from a folk tale or fable). This piece is then forwarded to the next school that then adds their flavour to the story (three pages maximum). This process is followed until all four schools have made their written contributions. The final version is showcased by the respective teachers in their own schools and is ‘published’ on a website.

Participants:

· Individuals or a team of (maximum three) children in the 9 – 12 year  range from five schools across the globe. If possible one school each from Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe, North and South America will participate. 
· Five class teachers.
· One co-ordinator (Inayath Mohamed. Please see “who am I and why am I doing this?” section at the end of the document for more information about me).
Goals

· To integrate the use of ICT with social studies and English while developing research and presentation skills, co-operative skills, work and study skills. 

Aims 

· To establish friendships across borders.

· To enable children to learn about life and school in each other’s countries.

· To enable children to investigate similarities and differences in each others countries and cultures 

· To enable children to improve their writing skills.

· To inspire children to become interested in international relations.

· To enable children to become more proficient at ICT and to see its value as a communication tool.

· To enable children to work collaboratively across borders.

· To enable children to express their creativity through collaborative writing.

Essential Skills

Communication, Information, Self-management and Competitive, Social and Co-operative.
The Process and Timeline 

Timeline 

January 30th 2004 to May 14th 2004. 

The Process 

The co-ordinator (Inayath), through online research and personal contacts, identifies the schools that will be potential participants. The principals and teachers of these schools are contacted and the project explained to them. Once support is obtained the teachers are emailed a copy of this document.  

The teacher(s) involved in the project will use his/her own approach to select the participants(s). The children will then in turn be briefed on the exercise. 

[Prep: All the preparatory work is the responsibility of the co-ordinator. He will: contact the schools, get their agreement, send them copies of this document, write brief descriptions of the schools and will be available to answer queries or concerns as when the schools/teachers/children deem it necessary.]

The school whose name starts with the letter closest to A will begin (this will be school #1). All schools are tagged 1 – 5.   

When one school has written their portion, the next school will continue from there.  You can think of it as School #1 writing the introduction, Schools 2 and 3 developing the story, and School 4 tying up any loose ends and writing the conclusion.  Keep in mind however that each student must introduce new characters representative of their culture in the body of text that they write. 

Steps: 

Step 1

· School #1. January 30th – February 13th 2004. School #1 emails the story by the end of the day on the 13th to school #2. The co-ordinator is emailed a copy as well. 

Step 2

· School #2. February 27th 2004 – March 12th. School #2 emails the story by the end of the day on the March 12th to school #3. The co-ordinator is emailed a copy as well. School #1 is notified that the story has been sent to school #3.

Step 3

· School #3. March 12th 2004 – March 26th 2004. School #3 emails the story by the end of the day on the March 26th to school # 4. The co-ordinator is emailed a copy as well. Schools #1 and #2 are notified that the story has been sent to school #4.

Step 4

· School #4. March 26th 2004 – April 9th 2004 . School # 4 emails the completed story by the end of the day on the April 9th to school #5. The co-ordinator is emailed a copy as well. Schools #1, 2 and 3 are notified (via email) that the story has been sent to school #5. 

Step 5

· School #5. April 9th 2004 – April 23rd. School # 5 emails the completed story by the end of the day on the April 23rd to school #6. The co-ordinator is emailed a copy as well. Schools #1, 2, 3, and 4 and are notified (via email) that the story has been sent to school #6. 

Step 6

· School #6. April 23rd 2004 – May 7th 2004. School # 6 completes the story and emails it to the co-ordinator. He in turn emails all schools to notify them that the story has been completed along with a copy of the completed story.  

· The co-ordinator emails a prototype of the website to the host school. Necessary changes (if any) are agreed upon by the co-ordinator and host school by May 7th 2004.
.  

Step 7

· The site is published by May 16th 2004.   

· Everyone lives happily ever after.

Note: Each school’s contribution should not exceed three pages (or 750 words)   

Ethical/Child Safety Issues: 

· Use of personal information: Children will only use first names.

· Use of email addresses: The children will use a school email address or one set up by a teacher/administrator solely for the purposes of this exercise. 

· Children should not use their personal email addresses under any circumstances.

Resources

·  PC’s with Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint and Microsoft FrontPage (for web development). If your school uses only MACs please include the story in the body of the email.    

· Access to the Internet and email.  
· Creativity, a can-do attitude and lots of smiley faces.

Participating Schools:  

· To be announced soon.  

Who am I and why am I doing this? 

Who am I? My name is Inayath Mohamed and I’m a student in the Graduate (Primary) Diploma of Teaching and Learning Program at the Christchurch College of Education in Christchurch, New Zealand.  

Why am I doing this? As is often the case, the things we are most passionate about are the ones that are ones we try hardest to bring to fruition. For me then, this project brings together things that I’m passionate about – children, encouraging and fostering creativity, the bringing together of people from various cultures and backgrounds through ICT and most importantly lighting a spark in children that will enable them to see the world through a different lens. Who knows, some of them might go on to have careers in international relations or international business as a result of this exercise! I am a ‘product’ of an international outlook – I am Canadian citizen with an American education (a B.A. in International Studies) currently pursuing a New Zealand teaching degree. Go figure! And then there are the fifteen or so countries – from South Africa to Myanmar - I’ve travelled through somewhere along the way…. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact me at mohamedi@students.cce.ac.nz or inayath_mohamed@yahoo.ca
