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Introduction

Rationale behind this project

Racial prejudice and discrimination has been a prevalent problem in many societies, occurring through out the world in the past and the present. During World War II, anti-semitism was prevalent in Germany, leading to one of the worse cases of genocide in world history, known as The Holocaust, resulting in as many as 6 million deaths or nearly two-thirds of the entire European Jewish population (9.6 million)1.

Singapore was not spared from racial problems either. Relationships between the Chinese and Malays were tense in the past, culminating in the 1964 racial riots which ultimately led to Singapore’s separation from Malaysia. Though Singaporeans now enjoy the excellent racial harmony that other countries envy, recent events like the Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) arrests serve as a reminder that Singapore’s racial harmony is can be compromised any moment. Thus there is a need to raise the awareness of Singaporeans on the pitfalls of racial discrimination, to avoid any reoccurrence of such problems. Prevention is better than cure.

Scope / Target Audience

This project focuses on the implementation of Apartheid and its effects on the country up till the 90’s. Lessons pertaining to social and racial consciousness can be derived and applied to students in the secondary and the junior college level to increase awareness on racial prejudice and discrimination. More information on the lessons and its applications can be found in the Lesson & Lesson plan section.
The term ‘Apartheid’ refers to the former political system in South Africa in which only the whites had full political rights and other people, especially black people, were isolated from their rights. Even though the effects of this prejudiced political system on South African society were adverse and severe, only a small number of students are aware of it, as seen from our survey results.

School-going teenagers were chosen as our target audience for these reasons:

i) They are discovering their own identities and forming values during this age.
ii) They are mature enough to be able to think critically and independently about how things affect them.

iii) Being the future leaders of our nation, it is extremely important that they realise the role of racial harmony in a nation’s well-being.
History of South Africa

Apartheid Policies 

The Apartheid situation began in 1948 when the National Party (NP) came into to power. The manner in which it tries to maintain white supremacy highlights its for control. Some examples of the repressive policies implemented by the NP:

i) Enacting Racial Laws. The prohibition of Mixed Marriages (1949) and the Immorality Act (1950)2 prevents the different races from socialising. 

ii) The Reservation of Separate Amenities Act and the Group Areas Act meant that Whites enjoy separate and far more superior public facilities.

iii) Establishment of “Homelands”. These homelands grouped blacks and coloured people into various independent states, giving them autonomy. However, they were left alone with no help from the main government, and living conditions in these homelands were very poor. Their voting rights were evoked, as they are no longer considered South African citizens.

The Government’s plan of white domination were comprehensive, covering education, political rights, freedom of living and freedom of expression. The blacks and coloured people were made into second-class citizens, and resistance was effectively quelled by the government’s many social control policies.

Sufferings of the Blacks and Coloured People3
As a result of Apartheid, conditions in the homelands to continued to deteriorate and settlements became increasingly crowded as Africans were systematically removed from white areas. In 1980, in the tiny Sotho homeland QwaQwa, 167,620 Africans had to survive on a mere 239 square miles. Unsolicited force was used on blacks and coloured people to remove them from their homes, evoking fear and intimidation. 

The living standards of Africans were very poor compared to white people. The material gap between employed Africans and whites was huge, and by 1970, white manufacturing and construction workers were earning six times more than their African counterparts. Unemployment increased in the 1970s, doubling from 1.2 million to 2.3 million from 1960-1977, which were about 26% of the African population.  Consequently, the blacks were stricken by poverty, malnutrition and diseases like tuberculosis.

The African National Congress (ANC) 4,5
The ANC was a multiracial nationalist movement that sought to bring about democratic political change in South Africa peacefully. When the NP came into power, it reacted with the Defiance Campaign on April 1952, which protested peacefully against the apartheid policies of the NP. Protests took the form of the open disregard of apartheid laws in public domains like buses and restaurants . The campagin ended however, in November 1952 with the implementation of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act which introduced severe punishments for protesters.

Nelson Mandela and the ANC felt that the government was too aggressive against African resistance, and decided that violence was the only way out. The Umkhonto we Sizwe, or “Spear of the Nation”, was formed in November 1961.

They resorted to sabotages and did not target civilians. Umkhonto planned to attack the economy of the country to boost the Africans’ confidence and morale and evoke international sympathy to pressure the South African Government. As a result, the Africans became more enthusiastic and hopeful. However, those in Umkhonto were troubled, as it became more difficult for them to avoid civil war as hundreds of Africans died from violent clashes with the whites.

There was the possibility of Umkhonto adopting guerilla warfare. Nelson Mandela went overseas to learn about warfare and military training, intending to fight alongside with his people. He also made numerous arrangements for their recruits to undergo military training.

Things became even grimmer when he returned to South Africa. The death penalty was passed as a punishment for sabotage and several key members of the resistance movement have already been arrested. Mandela himself was arrested and pleaded guilty to multiple charges at the Rivonia trial on 20 April 1964. He and his compatriots were sentenced to life imprisonment.

Repercussions of Apartheid 6
Bowing to international pressure, South Africa finally released Nelson Mandela from prison and unbanned ANC in February 1990. In 1994, the 1st multi-racial elections were held, and the ANC became the ruling party, with Mandela at the helm. In developing the country, Mandela had two goals: to encourage economic growth and to increase the quality of living of the people.  Faced with the conundrum of having to choose one and neglecting the other, Mandela had no choice but to pursue both goals at once.

There was little economic growth. South Africa’s past mess was still left undone; its workforce was renowned for its culture of violence and strikes. Workers were highly paid but unskilled. The economy was growing insufficiently and was still far below the 1981 level.  Gold production reached a 40-year low, while the unemployment level was extremely high. In 1995 29% of those aged 15 and above were unemployed. 


In 1996, the government decided to focus solely on economic growth. 

Targets set by the government:

i) GDP annual growth rate of 6%

ii) 1.3 million new formal sector jobs

These goals were not met. GDP growth in 1996 was 3.2%, 1.9% in 1997, and near 0% in 98. The Rand continued to drop while unemployment shot up. 

Improvement in the quality of life was sluggish. By 1999, 747,717 houses were built, amounting to 75% of the target. 41% of South African households still had no electricity, while 12 million citizens remain without constant water supply. In 1998, 19 million (approx. 50% of the population) people were still in poverty.

The qualities of health services deteriorated as the coloured and black people have increasing access to them. Doctors were scarce and hospital conditions were extremely poor. Perhaps the most staggering statistic was this: 3.6 million South Africans were HIV-positive, increasing by 0.5 million a year.  Estimates reveal that by 2007, half a million people would die of AIDS in South Africa a year, while life expectancy would decline from 68 years in 1998 to 48 in 2010.

In schools, tension still existed between races, while the attitude of students was extremely poor. Only 49% of the 551,000 candidates of the South African School-Leaving Examination (Senior Certificate)  passed, and only 13% qualify for University.  The SASE is the equivalent of the ‘A’ Levels.

Survey

A survey was conducted to analyze the teenagers’ awareness and to figure out the best ways to deliver our message. The survey forms (attached in the Appendix section) also serve to gauge the knowledge that teenagers have on Apartheid. Adult survey forms were also given to obtain their views, and compare it against those of teenagers. 
  Each team member was assigned tasks to approach people of their respective races. The sample sizes were proportionate to the ratio of the races in Singapore to ensure accuracy.
Conclusion & Analysis

Singaporeans generally recognise the importance of racial harmony to a country. They see themselves as generally unbiased towards the other races. Most agree that the government has done a great job in educating the masses about racial harmony, and that the government is fair in its treatment of all races. However, they recognise that other parties, such as the media, should be more involved in educating people about racial harmony, especially teenagers, who are seen as taking Singapore’s racial harmony for granted.

Singaporean teenagers have no knowledge of Apartheid. Thus it is imperative that we educate them on the South African struggle towards racial equality.

The majority feels that formal education (NE) is the most effective at educating people on the importance of racial harmony. However, we still decided on the music video as it is a relatively fresh approach. Furthermore, the entertainment and music industry are well-patronised by teenagers, and we want to tap into its potential as a means of National Education.
Some of the Comments Given for Questions A10 & A11:

A10: If you have other ideas (on promoting racial harmony), please specify:

A teacher commented that footage of racial unrest in other countries should be shown to pupils to better enable them to understand the importance of racial harmony.

A11: What other comments do you have with regards to racial harmony in Singapore?

A student commented that teenagers have not comprehended the concept of    racial harmony well enough. An adult observed that ethnic groups seldom mix around and that minority groups are usually more united together than the majority group. In order to make sure their child does not stereotype others, parents play a key role by being good role models.

Lessons

What Can We Learn?

1) Racial Segregation and discrimination brings down a country.

Apartheid was the source of most of the problems that plagued South Africa up till today. It had badly affected the health of the people, their education, the crime rates and economy of the country.  Racial and religious harmony is indeed essential in the prosperity of a country, only then can the people unite to serve the same vision of nation building.

2) It is difficult to undo the damage done by racial discrimination and

segregation.    

Mandela had difficulty turning the country around from poverty to prosperity. The challenges faced by the new regime in 1994 were numerous and affected all aspects of society. Even in the present, South Africa reels from the repurcussions caused by Apartheid.  

How Can We Apply These Lessons?
The lessons learnt can be applied especially to Singapore because it is similar to South Africa in many respects, both being single-party dominated, multi-racial and multi-religious. Although racial harmony presently is excellent, there is a possibility of arising conflicts between the different races here. To prevent similar events from happening here, it is important to educate and increase our awareness regarding this issue.

Lesson Plan - Music Video

The lesson plan incorporates the use of music and video to reach out to the teenagers attending secondary and pre-university education in Singapore. It is seperated into 3 major sections – a 5-minute video, a worksheet and a class discussion.

Since the lesson plan would be distributed via the various educational institutions, it would be appropriate to provide 1 copy so that the entire school would be able to view the video in a mass venue such as the auditorium. The video would also be avaliable through the internet to give it international exposure.

The video is produced in such a style such that the documentary and the music elements are merged. They blend in and out of the video opposing each other (i.e. the video fades out and the music fades in & vice-versa). The music uses rhythm and lyrics that would be able to touch the hearts of the teenagers – to tell them that something needs to be done about racism.

The worksheet gauges their knowledge and opinions petaining to racial discrimination while allowing space for creative and critical thinking. It will be followed up by a class discussion; a teacher will lead the discussion and may use extra materials to aid the session.

Elements of the Video

· Music plays in the background

· Interviews of people’s opinions and thoughts about the racial situation in Singapore.

· Whenever an interview is shown, music would soften with a fading effect

· Still Images- places depicting racial harmony in Singapore (schools, HDB flats etc.)

· Still Images- show pictures of racial violence in South Africa’s context

· Towards the end, the whole screen fades to black, displaying a quote to remind students of keeping racial harmony. 

· Credits at the end

Interview Questions

· What is your view of racial harmony in the past with respect to Singapore?

· Can you relate to racial harmony in your neighbourhood? How?

· Considering the situation now, what do you think the situation will be like in 10 years time?

Evaluation of the Lesson Plan

Although this lesson plan might be considered a light approach, we believe that the music video will be initially well-received by our target audience.

However, we are still unsure if this method will work as it is a rather untested approach towards promoting racial harmony. We chose to use the National Education lesson scheme as our base medium – it is meant to complement NE and not substitute it. This is due to our survey results which concluded that students generally feel that the current NE curriculum achieves its goals.

Conclusion
The Apartheid had a devastating effect on South Africa socially, economically and politically, serving as an excellent example for Singapore students on how power abuse and greed can lead to the downfall of a nation.

Singaporeans must be well-guarded against any element that might undermine our racial cohesion and destroy the prosperity that our forefathers have strived hard to build. The Apartheid will serve as an incentive for the future leaders of this nation to improve on the racial harmony in Singapore, a haunting reminder of what might happen should conflict break out.
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Appendix

Appendix 1: Survey Form (Student Copy)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are college students embarking on a project regarding racial segregation and discrimination. We appreciate your help in assisting in our project by filling up this survey form to your best effort. Thank you.

Name: 





___
Age: 
____
Gender: M / F
Race: 

School: 



___
Citizenship: Singaporean / Permanent Status / Others

	SECTION A
Key : SA – Strongly Agree    A – Agree    D – Disagree    SD – Strongly Disagree
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	A1
	The racial harmony in Singapore is excellent.
Please skip to question A4 if you disagree.
	
	
	
	

	A2
	Singapore’s racial harmony is highly influenced by external events.
	
	
	
	

	A3
	Singaporean Teenagers are taking racial harmony for granted.
	
	
	
	

	A4
	The Singapore government is fair in its treatment towards the various races.
	
	
	
	

	A5
	Racial segregation and conflict depreciates a country into turmoil.
	
	
	
	

	A6
	Singapore’s future is influenced by racial cohesion among the ethnic groups.
	
	
	
	

	A7
	The government is doing enough in its effort in educating students on racial harmony.
	
	
	
	

	A8
	More emphasis is needed to educate students and teenagers about the negative effects of racial conflict and discrimination on a country.
	
	
	
	

	A9
	Other parties (e.g. media, parents) should share the responsibility in instilling racial harmony amongst students and teenagers.
	
	
	
	

	A10
	Please rate the listed methods on its effectiveness in promoting racial harmony.
	Advertisements ( TV / Posters )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Entertainment ( e.g. Music )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Campaigns
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Brochures / Leaflets
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Multimedia ( Internet / CD-ROM )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Formal Education ( e.g. National Education, Social Studies )
	
	
	
	

	
	
If you have other ideas, please specify: _____________________________________

	

	A11
	
What other comments do you have with regards to racial harmony in Singapore?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

	


	SECTION B
Key : SA – Strongly Agree    A – Agree    D – Disagree    SD – Strongly Disagree
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	B1
	I am aware of the apartheid situation in South Africa.
	
	
	
	

	B2
	I possess detailed knowledge about the apartheid, including how and why it began.
	
	
	
	

	B3
	I have read about Nelson Mandela’s quest for freedom in South Africa.
	
	
	
	

	B4
	I know why Nelson Mandela was jailed.
	
	
	
	

	B5
	The same situation can happen to Singapore if the government is unfair towards the different ethnic groups
	
	
	
	

	B6
	The future leaders of Singapore should learn from the mistakes made by South Africa in order to prevent a similar civil war outbreak in Singapore
	
	
	
	


Appendix 2: Survey Form (Adult Copy)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are college students embarking on a project regarding racial segregation and discrimination. We appreciate your help in assisting in our project by filling up this survey form to your best effort. Thank you.

Name: 





___
Age: 
____
Gender: M / F
Race: 

Occupation: 



___
Citizenship: Singaporean / Permanent Status / Others

	SECTION A
Key : SA – Strongly Agree    A – Agree    D – Disagree    SD – Strongly Disagree
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	A1
	The racial harmony in Singapore is excellent.
Please skip to question A4 if you disagree.
	
	
	
	

	A2
	Singapore’s racial harmony is highly influenced by external events.
	
	
	
	

	A3
	Singaporean Teenagers are taking racial harmony for granted.
	
	
	
	

	A4
	The Singapore government is fair in its treatment towards the various races.
	
	
	
	

	A5
	Racial segregation and conflict depreciates a country into turmoil.
	
	
	
	

	A6
	Singapore’s future is influenced by racial cohesion among the ethnic groups.
	
	
	
	

	A7
	The government is doing enough in its effort in educating students on racial harmony.
	
	
	
	

	A8
	More emphasis is needed to educate students and teenagers about the negative effects of racial conflict and discrimination on a country.
	
	
	
	

	A9
	Other parties (e.g. media, parents) should share the responsibility in instilling racial harmony amongst students and teenagers.
	
	
	
	

	A10
	Please rate the listed methods on its effectiveness in promoting racial harmony.
	Advertisements ( TV / Posters )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Entertainment ( e.g. Music )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Campaigns
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Brochures / Leaflets
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Multimedia ( Internet / CD-ROM )
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Formal Education ( e.g. National Education, Social Studies )
	
	
	
	

	
	
If you have other ideas, please specify: _____________________________________

	

	A11
	
What other comments do you have with regards to racial harmony in Singapore?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

	


	SECTION B
Key : SA – Strongly Agree    A – Agree    D – Disagree    SD – Strongly Disagree
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	B1
	I am aware of the apartheid situation in South Africa.
	
	
	
	

	B2
	I possess detailed knowledge about the apartheid, including how and why it began.
	
	
	
	

	B3
	I have read about Nelson Mandela’s quest for freedom in South Africa.
	
	
	
	

	B4
	I know why Nelson Mandela was jailed.
	
	
	
	

	B5
	The same situation can happen to Singapore if the government is unfair towards the different ethnic groups
	
	
	
	

	B6
	The future leaders of Singapore should learn from the mistakes made by South Africa in order to prevent a similar civil war outbreak in Singapore
	
	
	
	


Appendix 3: A teammate? Pupils pick those of the same race. (July 26, 2003). The Straits Times. Home Pg2
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Appendix 4: A teammate? Pupils pick those of the same race. (July 26, 2003). The Straits Times. Home Pg2
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Appendix 5: Pupils aren’t mixing, study finds. (July 26, 2003). The Straits Times. Home Pg1
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Table 1: Distribution of Survey forms

	Distribution
	Teenagers
	Adults

	Chinese
	80
	32

	Malays
	29
	11

	Indians
	30
	10

	Others
	4
	NIL
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Table 2: Survey Results: Chinese Students
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Table 3: Survey Results: Chinese Adults
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Table 4: Survey Results: Malay Students
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Table 5: Survey Results- Malay Adults
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Table 6: Survey Results- Indian Students
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Table 7: Survey Results- Indian Adults
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Table 8: Survey Results- Minority Students
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