Society getting dumber, or am I going crazy?


Alright let us start off by taking a poll. If you have ever watched the O.C. quickly stand up and name every cast member aloud. If you have ever voted for an American Idol star, quickly pull out a dollar and throw it to the ground. Now if you have already quoted Napoleon Dynomite more then once today, try biting your ear. Any of you that have attempted one of these things, you have just proved my point that our society is becoming (if not already) the dumbest of all time. 


I am not talking test scores, or grade point average, I am talking about how we subject our self to the lowest form of entertainment. We have spent far too much time staying up late, worrying about what that girl is going to do on the O.C. after cheating with that boy. We have spent precious hours of our life watching one terrible singer after another attempt to get a record deal. We have spent countless dollars going to see terrible movies just, because they are popular. Take a step back, and ask if you really enjoy this lifestyle, think about what you could be doing with an extra 10 hours every week if you cut out all the terrible T.V. you watch. I’m sorry I have to be the one to break this to you, but watching garbage on the T.V. actually makes you dumber. I may not have that case study to prove it, but society is becoming nothing, but mindless drones and sacks of useless knowledge. I know because my parents, and siblings have actually fallen prey to this lifestyle. Every night they gather around the T.V. watching the next episode of an overly dramatic soap opera, and each time getting shocked by the results. 


Without ever watching an episode I can predict the entire season of any of your popular teen soap operas. Whether it be the O.C., North Shore, Smallville, or any other version, the entire season will look that same, but may not be in this order. There will be an episode where a kid starts to do drugs, and everyone in the family will react. There will be an episode with a teen pregnancy. An episode about a cheating couple, and the other one finding out, one about a couple everyone thought was going to be together forever breaking up. Another episode will be about someone finding love somewhere else, and if the show is really breaking ground, then lets throw in the ole death of a minor character, possible due to AIDS? Now I’m sure all these episodes have already happened on your respectable show, but if they haven’t just wait ‘til the end of the season. Life does not happen like this, and you are learning the wrong way to cope with problems through these shows. If you have a teen pregnancy, confronting your parents and getting an abortion does not make everything all better in the end, not everyone pauses for a smile at the end of your “adventure” and the credits do not roll. In actuality people get hurt, relationships are destroyed, lives are ruined, and plenty of money is lost. Yet you won’t see that on any of your shows, in a matter of fact, you will see everything somehow work itself out in an episode or two. To everyone that this applies to I issue this challenge: slowly cut out one show a month that you normally watch every week. If you can do this you will notice a huge change in not only the amount of free-time you have, but if you act quick enough you may even retain full function of your brain.


Now on to reality T.V. I won’t lie I was once addicted to my reality show, and wouldn’t miss it for the world, but I have recovered from that strangle hold, and no longer do I sit in front of the T.V. every Thursday night. While every episode is the same pertaining to each show, there are actually different programs. No matter what, every fear factor will have some macho tough guy, throw up while eating a part of the body that I didn’t even know Bison had. Every episode of the Real World, will have the crazy religious girl, cheat on her boyfriend at home, and cry for at least an hour per episode. Actually now that I think of it every reality show focuses on the tears and sorrow every cast member is showing. Apparently that gets ratings, watching some nobody cry, because she just found her dog chocked on a chicken bone, or find out their relationship has gone down the pits, because someone kissed someone else. Hopefully soon America will get somewhat sick of the same “storylines” of reality television and the creators of the show will actually have to hold the family back home hostage, so they can force the next reality star to show some “real” emotion. 

However out of all the reality shows my biggest discrepancy is in the form of American Idol. Here is a television show that reiterates the high school cliques, the popular one will always win. Once it gets down to the final number where the judges don’t have a say in the matter, we rely on Americans to make the choice of who gets a record contract. Realize these people are getting a record contract for their look, not only do they not play any instrument, nor do they have any band members that posses real talent, they can’t even claim to write their own songs. They are actually a step lower then the boy bands, because at least they could dance in unison. The saddest thing is that you are spending not only money to phone in your vote, but you are going out to buy their cds. Around next season when they release their next album, no one buys it, because they have already forgotten that “celebrity” and are awaiting the next one in season six. 


Of course I refuse to let up so easily on reality TV. We as Americans are apparently becoming to stereotypical, because the same reality show will come out more then once with a new name, and surprise, surprise it hits number 1. Again I hope I am not breaking the news to you, but “Joe Millionaire,” “The Bachelor,” “Average Joe,” “The Bachelorette,” and “For love or Money,” are all the same show, and yet you people watch them. Besides the fact that the name Joe comes up in more then one show title, each episode is about the chicks getting into cat fights over some rich guy, or the guys trying their best at fisticuffs to win the affection of the beautiful girl. It’s a freaking dating show, if you want to experience it first hand, get off your ass and meet someone you porker. However despite all this crap, my favorite company is Fox, because they don’t even try anymore. They create the most ridiculous idea for a show, fund it, and then watch as the ratings soar, making fun of us the whole time. Im pretty sure they give a chimp a pencil, some paper, and let him scribble something, and then debate for hours what it looks like and create a show, knowing we will watch it with intent. This is my own conclusion because how else could a show where midgets try to pull an airplane to a finish line, faster then an elephant actually make it on the air?

“It looks like a balloon”
”No that’s definitely an Airplane, and those little dots must be little people?”

“No Ted those little dots are monkey snot.”

“NO THAT CAN’T BE I WON’T ACCEPT IT!!!!!”

“Wait I got it…… Midgets try to pull an airplane, and this dark circle that looks like poop, represents an animal trying to pull it too.”

“Genius”
”That monkey has done it again!” 

“If that doesn’t work we will just put on an episode, of “When Babies Attack 3: Bloody Nose edition”   

This next category hits close to home, because personally there is nothing I love more then a good movie. However when I open up the paper look on the back page to see the box office numbers, I usually throw up just a little bit. When I see that the movie “Without a Paddle,” has raised more then twenty dollars, I realize we have failed as a society. By going to see terrible movies, we are only promoting a false sense of gratitude to these companies, and actors who produce literal crap. Hundreds of movies a year, fly under the radar, that are actually good movies, yet because “Harold and Kumar: Go to White Castle,” comes out no one bothers to see it, because watching the same worn out Marijuana jokes that were already done in “Cheech and Chong” movies still are hilarious. Now as an avid movie watcher I see just about everything, to make my own judgment on what is a good movie in my opinion. Since I wrote this when “Napoleon Dynomite” was popular I feel I should address it. This movie is not the greatest thing since sliced bread, it had its moments where you would laugh, but look at the thing as a whole, there is not even a plot, for crying out loud, “Harold and Kumar” had a plot. Now don’t get me wrong quoting a movie at the right time, can provide barrels full of laughter, but when you quote the same movie over and over again, it really starts to lose its appeal. I offer this challenge to anyone that this applies to, when you make your trip to blockbuster, rent a movie that doesn’t have a whole shelf dedicated to it, now I agree not all of these movies will be great, so don’t come and tell me:

“Hey I did your stupid challenge, and I hated the movie”

“Oh yeah?, what did you rent?”
”FrankenFish”

(Walk away in disgust)

 You should realize that “Bloody Forks 2: The Killers Inside” is going to suck, just by looking at the box, and having minimal intelligence. Actually pick up a movie that you wouldn’t normally watch, and you may find a few treasures in there that you can call your own. Take a look at movies that are going to make you think, movies that have a plot, or even movies that have a moral somewhere.


Now there is no way that anyone can persuade you to give up your lifestyle of Pizza/American Idol Tuesdays, but I think if you can slowly back out of that lifestyle you will be able to see the difference in how dumb society is, and how much better off you are. Limit yourself to only watching one regular show a week, and giving up the rest, you know what is going to happen anyway, and use that extra free time to go hang out with your friends before you move to college. Rent a movie like “The United States of LeLand,” or “Crash,” over “XXX: State of the Union” and “The Pacifier,” and actually retain something out of your two hours you just spent. When you can spend more then twenty minutes in blockbuster, making an educated decision on what movie you actually want to see rather then running to the movie that has the most shelves dedicated to it, you will know you have kicked the habit, that is almost as bad as alcohol and smoking combined, well not really but I like the comparison.       

