The Difficult Life of a Fair-weather fan


Brought up as a Bears fan, I quickly realized my team was going nowhere, thus it was up to me to pick a horse that I believed would win every year. Now what I did is I took my favorite teams, due to players, cities, or even colors and mascots, picked my three and that’s all I root for every season. Now in addition, I also make my pick at the beginning of the year as to who I think will go all the way, not just who I want to go all the way. As each year begins, I make my pick, based on how they performed last year, and any off-season trades or acquires they made, and once my pick is called I don’t change it. Now it has been brought to my attention that not everyone uses my system, and that some people are simply a one-horse team, which is also acceptable. Yet there are few of you, who jump on the bandwagon of the teams that are favored to win the Super Bowl. You are an interesting race, and you come in many degrees, so this is a guide to all non-fair-weather fans on how to survive your wrath.


There are around three to four degrees of fair-weather fans, depending on how you divide them up, I have picked three groups of “fans,” they are as listed: Statistical heroes, proud liars, and lazy winners. 


Our first group, and the one that gets the most slack on my part, are the statistical heroes. These people usually have their one or two teams, depending on where they’re from, and when both teams are knocked out they usually wait until the NFC/AFC championship, where they make their “pick.” Now when asked why, they will usually list off a bunch of pointless statistics that they got from staying up the night before watching Sports Center, The Best Damn Sports Show Period, or even According to Jim. They may rattle off stats like: Turf teams in outside weather, the degree at which the quarterbacks arm makes with his body when throwing the ball, and other trivial stats. While these stats mean nothing in the heat of battle, if his team wins he will be sure to bring the stat back to haunt you the rest of the off season. His collection of thoughts is basically listening to every pre-game show and picking the team that comes up most, clearly portraying the mimic ability every 8yr old has.  While it is an incredibly annoying system, it still is the best category to be in, if you are a fair-weather fan.


The most common Fair-Weather-Fan (or FWF) you will encounter are the proud Liars. These champions of filth, have the uncanny ability to forget every conversation you have ever had with them, that has to deal with football. Early on they may pick a team in first place and make it known every time there team wins, but when that team bows out, they will neglect ever rooting for such a team, proclaiming, “Colts? As in Indianapolis? I would never root for them. You know I hate Peyton. Nah, I’m a Patriots Fan, have been since day one.” No matter how violent the badgering is, and even with video/audio proof that they said, “COLTS!!!!! ALL THE WAY!!!,” They will still deny it in their death bed. These are the same kids at school, who will Sunday night, buy the jersey of the Super Bowl champs, making sure they have it ready next time you come on around. However they do have one weakness that will sometimes work against them. They are a very proud race, and cocky at that, so on Super Bowl Sunday, before the game ask them for their pick, and if that team doesn’t win, they will have wasted a whole season of bragging rights, and $60 dollars on a Tim Couch jersey. Of course for this plan to work, they have to be watching the game at the same place you are, so they can’t escape into private where they “have a change of opinion.”


Like most Americans (you’ll love this Walden) we are lazy, and that’s just where the final group gets their name: lazy winners. These “Honest Abes” will not make a pick for the whole season, nor will they during the playoffs or Super Bowl. You better believe however that whenever asked, “Who did you root for in the Super Bowl?” They will always respond with whoever won. These stamina filled giants, don’t experience the fun of watching their team, come up from 0-3 to barely making the playoffs, and then winning in heartbreaking fashion. They have tossed away all fun in football, and being a fan, they just watch the games to have something to talk about, and proclaim how they are the only person 12-0 in the past twelve Super Bowls. Somehow they believe that we will be impressed with their superior knowledge of the game, and give them gifts we see fit, so we can humbly sit in their presence. This is the hardest group to spot, and crack, because they are sly enough to avoid all questions regarding picks. No one can prove one wrong, but you can spot one simply by repeating the question, “Who are you rooting for this game?” and if they don’t answer then VOULA! You found the elusive tiger.


Hopefully this poorly written guide, has helped you avoid and catch the crafty FWF. Always remember that there is only one way to deal with a proven FWF, and that is to beat him mercifully until he finally cries out in agony, that he is a failure, and disappointment to all.
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