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Gip’s Holiday Wish List (For those who don’t know better)


It is almost that time of year, all the kids start making their lists for Mommy or Daddy (maybe even Santa). Well for all those that don’t know what to ask for, this is your guide. From   Popular Culture to what I think should be on a list. From music to movies to new technology just print this list off and have a merry Christmas.

Cd’s


Top 5 Popular

1.Red Hot Chili Peppers - Stadium Arcadium


While this album has been out for quite some time already, this easily gets my bid for album of the year. The peppers have gone all out creating a giant track list on two cds, as well as producing hit after hit. You can listen to this cd while you do just about anything, from jogging, to laying in bed relaxing, its just that good. Songs worth checking - Dani California, Tell me Baby, Slow Cheetah, If.


2.Snow Patrol - Eyes Open



While this album may get some flak for being too emo, you can’t deny the catchyness of their songs. If your ever feeling down this album is perfect for you, It has that power where all the lyrics are relatable, and you can envision yourself as the lead singer. The cd is great for just playing in the background for relaxing. A lot of Target shifts were cured with this album. Songs worth checking - Hands Open, You Could Be Happy


3.Smile Empty Soul - Vultures



This band may not make it onto a lot of popular lists since many people probably don’t know their name, but If you listen to Rock at all on the radio you know this band. This is their third album, (2nd within 3 months) and its damn good for the little amount of time that they produced it in. Their first album was by far the best, but this comes incredibly close. Songs worth checking - Vultures, Loser


4.(+44) - When Your Heart Stops Beating



Maybe you haven’t heard of this band, but the cd has only been out for about three days as of right now, but mark my words you will. Ever hear of a band called Blink 182? Well two of the three members have formed (+44), and already unleashed a killer single. If you liked Blink or punk in general check these guys out, before they MTV over plays them. Songs worth checking - When your Heart Stops Beating, No It Isn’t


5.Tenacious D - The Pick of Destiny



Some may be asking why this is so low on the list, and quite frankly I’m a little disappointed in the D. People have been waiting for ever for a follow up to their self-titled cd, and it finally arrived along side a movie. However the cd doesn’t live up to the hype. Now maybe I’m being a little negative, but after waiting so long I expected dynomite, and instead I got a firecracker. Its still worth picking up, but it will not have the same catch-y-ness that the old album had. Songs worth checking - POD, Kickapoo

Top 5 you haven’t heard of worth Checking Out


1. ...And You Will Know Us By The Trail Of The Dead - So Divided



 If I made a list of just my top five in general this would fall very close behind the Chili Peppers. This band has continued to amaze me, album after album since I followed them from their second album to now (5th). They have removed themselves from sounding like just another garage band, to formulating their own sound. I can’t compare them to anyone I know, just check them out already. Songs worth checking - So Divided, Wasted State of Mind


2. Arctic Monkeys - Whatever people say I am, That is What I’m Not



By now you should have heard something by the Arctic Monkeys, especially if you happen to frequent MTVU, but if you haven’t then this is one more caution to go out and listen to them. They hold the energy of the Strokes, but are more understandable lyric wise. Its another album that you can listen to with anything your doing. From working out, to reading Arctic Monkeys is a great new band. Songs worth checking - Riot Van, Mardy Bum, I Bet That you look Good on The Dance Floor


3.The Ordinary Boys - How To Get Everything You Want In Ten Easy Steps



Unless you have lived in England, I can almost guarantee that you haven’t heard of these boys, but this is yet another album worth some of your time. It’s very catchy and has a certain energetic feel that just doesn’t seem to show up much any more. Songs worth checking - Lonely at the top, We have the Best Job Ever


4.Built to Spill - You In Reverse


Some may say Built to Spill has sort of a bluegrass type feel to it, but not me. I’ll give them that they sound different then what I normally listen to, but different is not a bad thing when it comes to this band. A little techy, a little bluegrass, a little everything. Songs worth checking - Goin’ Against Your Mind, Conventional Wisdom


5.The Decemberists - The Crane Wife



Not a band that I expect everyone is going to like which is due to a lower place, despite being one of my favorite bands of all time. The Crane Wife is this bands attempt at making it more mainstream. They have appeared on Leno and Conan, but I still wouldn’t call them in the popular culture yet. If you don’t have any intention of buying the album at least download O’ Valencia, a great, great song. Songs worth checking - O’ Valencia, When The War Comes.

That Concludes the CD Portion of The Wish List... Next up, your guide to Movies!!!

