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QUIGLEY: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  Please rise for the honorable Sec. Donald Rumsfeld.

RUMSFELD: Good evening.  I’d like to begin this press conference by addressing the events that occurred today in Afghanistan.  At 2:00 in the morning local time, bombers and tactical fighters attacked Taliban strongholds in Kabul and Kandahar.  All aircraft returned to base.

ABC: Is it true that 500 civilians were killed on this mission like the Taliban claims?

QUIGLEY: We are trying to confirm this, but the answer appears to be “No.”

CBS: Why has the U.S. begun targeting hospitals and orphanages in Afghanistan?

QUIGLEY: We haven’t.  That has never been our policy.

NBC: What about claims that US ground forces have been using chemical weapons?

RUMSFELD: Where are you guys hearing all of these ridiculous lies?

REPORTERS: The Taliban.

RUMSFELD: Stop listening to them.  They’re full of shit.

CNN: Secretary Rumsfeld, how do you like the nickname “Rummy?”

RUMSFELD: I prefer you never mention it again.  I find it very demeaning.

CNN: So, Rummy, once you arrest bin Laden, will you allow us to interview him?

RUMSFELD: The official policy of the US government is that, by the time the operation is over, there won’t be enough left of him to fill a matchbook.

CNN: So the interview is a go, right?

QUIGLEY: Next question.

ABC: Has the B-2 needed to use its stealth mode during the conflict?

QUIGLEY: Do you have any clue what you’re talking about?  This is not bloody Star Trek.  It can’t just turn stealth on and off.

AP: Are there ground troops currently in Afghanistan?

RUMSFELD: I can’t answer that.  It’s classified.

AP: Why?

RUMSFELD:  Gee!?  I wonder why!?  Maybe because we could GET PEOPLE KILLED if we just told the Taliban where they were!

CBS: Are you using the Aurora spyplane in Afghanistan?

QUIGLEY: I’ve told you for the last time that there is no Aurora spy plane!  And if there was, I wouldn’t be telling you numbskulls about it!

NBC: Who would win in a swimsuit contest: Osama bin Laden or Mullah Omar, the Taliban leader?

QUIGLEY: The military has a don’t ask, don’t tell policy.

RUMSFELD: Who’s side are you reporters on, anyway?  Raise your hands if you support the United States.
(Pause)  Now raise your hand if you’re supporting the Taliban.  (All hands go up.)  This press conference is over!

