STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

With a Focus on California

I. THE LEGAL BASIS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

A. The rationale for State Governments 
        
1. Tenth Amendment 
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B. The constitutional framework of state government
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5. Specific measures

a. Intiative:

b. Referendum:

c. Recall:
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C. The constitutional basis of local government


1. 


2. Hierarchy-

D. Types of local governments other than cities

a. Counties-

b. Towns

c. Special districts

II. THE STRUCTURE OF STATE GOVERNMENTS

A. Governors

1. Key differences:
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2. Typical governorship
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B. State legislatures

1. The determinants of legislative elections
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2. Apportionment

a. Reynolds v. Sims

b.

c.

d. Show v. Reno

3. Party organization

a. Party leaders can be quite powerful compared to Congress

i.) ex.

C. State Courts


1. Trial Courts

a. minor offenses

b. broader jurisdiction:

2. Appeal Courts

a. 
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3. Supreme Court

a. State equivalent of supreme court

i.) 

4. Choosing the judges

a. Partisan elections

b.
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III. THE STATES IN AMERICAN POLITICS AND FEDERAL POLITICS IN THE STATES

A. Distinctive features of American political system
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3. Struggle between state and fed. Government

B. The case of crime control


1. Crime not on federal agenda before late 1960s
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2. Expansion of federal role
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b. Growing crime rate

3. Crime on national agenda: Brady Bill

