Davey/Abe

American Govt.

Unit Two
Court System in America

Civil Liberties & Rights
The focus of this unit will be an analysis of the judicial system, one of the three key branches of government. We will commence by analyzing how the Supreme Court gained its power of judicial review and analyze how this authority has effected our government. Our focus will then shift to an investigation of the impact of the Bill of Rights on America's past and present and attempt to determine what may be the proper balance between police powers and the rights of the accused especially in light of the war on terrorism.The three week unit will conclude with a chapter 18-22 test.
Unit Activities:

1.) HW:  several worksheets analyzing some of the key court cases that have shaped our legal system. Including: , Habeus Corpus, Skokie Analysis, John Peter Zenger,  Affirmative Action, Political Cartoon & Primary Source: Victims Rights and key court decisions.
2.) Lectures/Discussions: On the history of the Supreme Court, the development of Judicial Review , the failures and triumphs of the Bill of Rights, rights of the accused and the struggle for Civil Rights. Discussions of key issues facing the courts today such as Affirmative Action and past Supreme Court decisions including California v. Bakke, McCulloch v. Maryland, Reynolds v. United States, Plessy v. Ferguson, Dred Scott v. Sanford, Brown v. Board of Education, Schenck v. United States, Tinker v. Des Moines, Texas v. Johnson, Schenck v. United States, Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, etc.

3.) Class Courtroom: Sample case to familiarize the class with court procedure, and "mini-courtrooms" where students who are lawyers present their case to a student judge

4.) Videos: The People v. Larry Flynt, Skokie, American Justice: Religion v. 1st Amendment, Marathon: 1st Amendment excerpts, Gideon's Trumpet,Current Events Dealing with Civil Liberties and Security
5.) Debates - On the rights of law enforcement agents versus the accused and how far the "long arm of the law" can extend versus an individuals right to privacy.  E.G.. Limits on Rights of Free Assembly, Miranda, Abscam, Pentagon Papers, Cruel and Unusual Punishment, and Affirmative Action.

6.) Reading: Teacher handouts and Chapter 18-21.

7.) Student Led Presentations - On the jurisdiction and powers of the Supreme Court, and Constitutional issues which concern the court possible war.

8.) Quiz: After completing an analysis of 1st Amendment

9.) Unit Test: tentatively set for: Oct 3

10.) Active Citizenship #1: dueTue. Sept 30
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Date
	In Class Activity
	HW


	 Wed 9/3
	Unit 1 Test
	•How Judges should interpret the constitution (Tribe/Bork)


	Thu 9/4
	Lecture: Federal Court System (#1b); Overheads on Judicial Restraint-Activism/ Start Student Led Presentations (skit);
	Read Ch. 18-1 & 2; Read Marbury v Madison 


	Fri 9/5
	Finish Skit if Necessary Video: Marbury v. Madison(#2b); Introduce Kennedy v. Abbas
	•Start Preparing for Kennedy v. Abbas

•Download: Civil Liberties/Discussion 1st Amendment (#37)
• Read 19:1


	Mon 9/8
	- Assign Trial Roles; Lecture: Civil Liberties/Discussion 1st Amendment (#37)
	• Chpt. 19:3; 4


	Tue 9/9
	Finish Lecture : Civil Liberties/Discussion 1st Amendment (#37) Free S Group Discussion/Analyze Tinker v. Des Moines, Texas v. Johnson, Schenck v.US;
	Finish decisions (write up: prosecution, defense); Read Chpt 19:5 Do Zenger Wksht – be prepared to discuss tomorrow


	Wed 9/10
	Discuss Analysis of cases; Mini Lecture: Video: Excerpts from The People v. Larry Flynt;
	Read  Ch.19:2, 

•Do Wksht Free Press: Hazelwood;


	9/11
	Finish Flynt Video; Start Video: Patriot Act
	Article Freedoms During Wartime


	9/12
	Finsih Video (Patriot Act)/ Start Mini Lecture: Freedom of Religion Lecture; Videos Football Prayer & Alabama Judge
	Read: 20:1;


	9/15
	Finish Freedom of Religion Lecture; Video Twitchell and Animal Rituals;
	•Faith in Healing W/S; 

•Read CHpt. 20-2; 

•Work on Trial


	9/16
	Finish video; Start Freedom of Assembly Lecture
	•Read Chapter 20:3; 

•Review for 1st Amend. Quiz;

 •Work on Trial

• Download: Skokie Wksht


	9/17
	Finish Lecture: Freedom of Assembly Lecture; Start Video: Skokie (with W/S)
	• The 4th Amend. Today W/S Packet (9/25.); 

•Work on Trial


	9/18
	Finish Skokie;
	


	9/19
	Quiz:1st Amend.; Start Victim’s Rts. Lecture
	•Read Chapter 20:4, 

•Work on Trial; Judges biography & judicial ideologies due (9/25.); written defense/state & interest group briefs due (9/25); 

•The 4th Amend. Today W/S Packet (9/25); Trial judges: Court case descriptions; 

• Download Rights of the Accused Lect.





	 Mon 9/22
	Lecture: Rights of the Accused; Workday for Trial
	• Continue trial prep 

•The 4th Amend. Today W/S (9/25)

• Read Ch 20 (if you haven’t read it)


	Tue 9/23
	Continue Lecture: Rights of accused; 

Video: Miranda & Dickenson:

Start Gideon v. Wainright;
	Work on trial (be prepared to dress, too!) ; Finish 4th Am. W/S/Read and Do Miranda on Trial


	Wed 9/24
	Video: Gideon v. Wainright
	Do Wksht Gideon’s Trumpet Work on Trial;


	Thu 9/25
	Trial of Tiffany K. Abbas;
	Read Ch. 21 Sect. 2: Pages 550-555 , 




	
	
	


<<For the last section of this unit we will examine the emergence of civil rights and its guarantee of equality before the law. We will examine some of the key Supreme Court decisions and legislation that have helped shape the civil rights movement. We will also look at recent topics involving the ongoing evolution of civil rights.>>

9/26- Trial discussion; Finish Lecture- Rights of the Accused HW: Read Ch. 21 Sect. 2:, 

9/29- Finish Cruel and unusual Punishment video; Gun Control Lecture; HW: 

Read Gun Violence packet and for each article summarize two main points (due Mon.); Read Ch. 21 by Mon.

9/30- Gun Control video; Start Civil Rights Lecture HW: Read Chpt 21 

         by Mon and finish Gun Violence reading and  summaries

10/1- Start Civil Rights lecture; Civil Rights Equal Protection; HW: Ch. 6 Sect. 3: Pages 138-40; Constitutional W/S #8; HW: Read Michigan

10/2- Finish Lecture; Title IX, Affirmative Action-University of Michigan 

10/3- UNIT II TEST- Big Test!!!!

