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Giovanni Bellini and Pieter Bruegel the Elder
Giovanni Bellini and Pieter Bruegel the Elder were both very similar and very different.  When comparing and contrasting two artists, there are two fields in which they vary: in their lives and in their art.   While examining these two subjects the comparison becomes apparent after considering the subject matter of the two men’s art, and also the sources from which they draw their ideas.  So without further ado, here is the comparison between Giovanni Bellini and Pieter Bruegel.

When considering the lives of Bellini and Bruegel, one thing clearly sticks out.  Bruegel lived during the Northern Renaissance, and Bellini lived during the Italian Renaissance.  Subsequently, Bruegel was born almost a century after Bellini.  However, in their lives, there were also parallels.  In 1551 or 1552, Bruegel went to Italy, as many other masters of the Northern Renaissance did at the time, to see the art of the Italian Renaissance.  Although Bellini had already died by that point, Bruegel was affected by the art of one of Bellini’s students, Titian.  Bellini was married for a short time during his life, and had one son who also died at a young age.  Bruegel was married to Maryken Coecke, and had two sons, all of whom outlived him.  During Bellini’s artistic career, he worked mostly as the official painter of Venice.  Bruegel, on the other hand, did not paint for any government, but for publishers to use as prints.  Both of the men were part of important families of painters; both of Bruegel’s children went on to become painters, and the Bruegel legacy lasted into the 18th century, and Bellini was the son of well-known painter and his brother was also a painter. Also, both of them are known as the foremost painters from their families.  Perhaps most notably, both were proclaimed to be the best painters of their respective times.  Abraham Ortelius said that Bruegel was the most perfect artist of the century, and Albrecht Dürer said, “He is very old, and still he is the best painter of them all.”  It is clear that there are many comparisons that can be made between the lives of Bellini and Bruegel.

The art of Bellini and Bruegel is also at the same time alike and unlike.  The most obvious difference between the two is the subjects chosen to be painted.  Bellini painted mainly religious pictures, such as Madonnas and altarpieces.  Bruegel, meanwhile, painted very few religious pieces, and instead focused on the everyday life of peasants.  Bruegel was more of a Humanist, and so resisted the effects of the church and religion in general more than Bellini did.  Both of them however are famous for their landscapes.  Bruegel is especially known for his awesome mountains, and Bellini for his ability to show light.  Bruegel and Bellini both painted many people.  Bruegel did it mostly through crowd scenes with many people in a single picture.  Bellini, on the other hand, specialized in painting portraits, and so he painted many pictures with just one person in them.  Bellini however painted people more realistically, while Bruegel made his people not as lifelike on purpose.  Both Bellini and Bruegel lived during the time period when artists were turning from tempera paint to oil paint, and Bellini in particular was known as a master at oil painting.

From this analysis of the similarities of Giovanni Bellini and Pieter Bruegel, one can plainly see that there are definite areas where the two have a resemblance to each other.  However, they are also two very different people living in different times and different places, and having different lives, and this is evident in their art.  By examining the art of people typical of a time period, you can tell a lot about the world in which they lived.  Through Bellini’s art one can see the power of the Venetian government, while through Bruegel’s art, one can see the everyday life of the peasant.  Different as they were, both men were great artists of their times, and deserve the utmost respect. 

Works Cited

“Bellini, Giovanni”. Encarta CD-ROM. 2001 ed.

“Bellini, Giovanni”. Encyclopaedia Brittanica. 1975 ed.

“Bruegel, Pieter”. Encarta CD-ROM. 2001 ed.

“Bruegel, Pieter”. Encyclopaedia Brittanica. 1975 ed.

Bruegel, Pieter the Elder. Web Gallery of Art. September 29, 2002. http://gallery.euroweb.hu/bio/b/bruegel/pieter_e/biograph.html
