[ was every reporter’y

dream — a chance o

interview one of the

entertainment ndustey's
greatest stars, | gor to talk to
the “Marerial Girl," and |
didn't have to hide in any
bushes or pay off any
security guards to do i
Okay, okay ... I'm lying. |
didn't really ger o interview
Madonna — bur [ did get 1o
incerview the next best
thing. | met her alier epo
Coty Alexander, who
appears a5 Madonna in
"American Superstars” al
the Steatosphere.

I didn’t waste any tine
when I mer her. “Whart's it
like to he Madonna®™ [
Fired away.

“I never thought [ would
be Madonna, She's awesome
when you think aboue ir)"
said Alexander: “Mist people
don't realize how long she's
been arcund, Her firse allwm
coine out in 1986, which wis
almase 11 yearsago.”

Alexander, on the other
hand, has only been re-
creating the popular singing
sensation for the past six
months, While dancing in o
show at Cacsars Palace in
Tahoe, she caught the eye of
Mark Callas, the executive
producer of “American
Superstars.” He knew she was
i singer and saw that she
could dance. Somerhing
inside told him Alexander
had "blonde ambition.”

"The producers have an
eve for talent here and they
tend to give people a
chance," she explained. “If
they think they can ward
with someone, they usually
end up making them greac.”

Indeed it 1ok a fot of hand
weork before this Madonna-

anniabe was ready to appear-in
tront of audiences. Alexander
inumersed herself in Madonna's
misie, concert videos and
movies, Simulating the st
retnarkable vaice proved to be
b first difficult task.
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Alesamder’s voice is raturally
high —a lot like Madonnak
viice waswhen she firse burst
onto the music scene in the
B Alesander had o work
diligently on training her vocal
muscles to reach lower notes
for numbers such s “Express
Yourself™ and “Vopue™”

“Acting like her is prob-
ably my bipeese challenge,”
she added, "hecause the me
inside naturally wanes
jumprouar.”

Alexander adnutted her
personnlity s a lictle more
shy and reserved than
Madonea's alluriog onstage
[rESETE . FI :rrl_ln:ﬂ:’lv. RL‘I:"
enjoys wearing the sexy
bustier-style leotards thar the
producers belped her design.
i averape, b takes
Alexander about an hout
each nighr to dress, do her
hatr and put her maleup on.

"People often tell me they
saw Madonna performing live
and that I'm doing o great
joby" said Alexander. V@ really

take that i3 8 compliment.”

[, too, was very im-
pressed. From the music to
the costumes to the
choreopraphy, Alexander
really knows how ta "ger
into the groove.” It is an
admirable fear considering
Madonna is such o chame-
lean with her appearance
and her stvle of music,

"I admire the way she
constantly 15 able ro
reinvent herself, Whao
knows if that's for the
public or if it's for hersell)”
said Alexander. “Madonna
shows peaple they
shouldn't be afraid o be
who they are.”

"American Superstars”
plays mightly (dark
Thursdays) in the
Stratosphere's Broadway
Showroom at 7 and 10
pom. Tickets are $22.95
tor adules and $16.95 for
children apes 5-11. Far
more information, call
T02-380-7T711. &



