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Madonna girl
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Who s that girl?

The pictures on hundreds of cab-top signs
seen around the Las Yesay aren show an enlic-
ing, scxy likeness of Madonna sprawled
provocatively ona crap table.

Why don’t vou come up and see me some-
time? she might be suggesting.

I's o picture (hat seems to combing tradi-
tiomal favorite visions of Las Vegas as o place
where gambling and adult entertainment oppor-
tunities say it all,

Stratesphere Tower executives carelylly
crafted this promotion of singer-dancer Coty
Alexander to market the resort’s bigger-than-
ever American Superstars showroom produc-
tion. They probably have exactly this sort of
message in mind: come up amnd see us seme-
linie.

Live stage performances are nothing new o
Alezimder, who has been singing and dancing
ssince sinve before she was 100 As a teenager,

“she had o chance to see the world singing and
dincing in USO shows. Bui the level of the
Stratosphene effort o acquaint Las Yesas show-

ceoers wilth her Madonna look and the show in
which she works leavis ber a lile awestruck,

Dl she know how many of the cab-top
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signs there are? an acquaintance asked, 'Yes,™
she said, and there was o shy, very un-Madonny
airlish giggle, "1 think it is something like 263,
I started looking For them after someane (old
me they were out there, [ saw one, then 1 saw
ancther and another, I thought, eoooh oo,
Ancther burst of laughter. She is a woman still
getting accustomed o seeing her face all over
oo A there are several billboards, oo™

But that’s show business and these are the
sudden changes that talem and the right break
can bring 1o voung performer's life,

Adexander has been performing since aboot
the time she was 5, She was 8 when someone
persuaded her o do a Shicley Tenple imperson-
ation, 16 went over well. She's also done o well
received Muarilyn Monroe on various past
occasions, although not since she has been
part of the American Superstars show at the
Stratosphere,

Fler experience re-creating the look and
sotnd of other stars gefs more 1han the usual
attention when she sits down o intervicws these
days because of the nature of Superstars. an
impersonator show which, besides Madonna,
affers likeness of the Sopremes, Michael
Tackson, Charlie Daniels and Gloria Estefan
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twice a night, six davs a week in thef
Stratosphere showroom. A smaller version wais:
previously in the Stratesphere lounge and and
earlier version was also seen at the Luxor for a
number of months. All-in-all, Americans
Supersiars has been around — the Las Yepas),
area, Reno and elsewhere — for about four)
vears, Bul the longterm deal with thep
Steatosphere ropresents its highest profile ever.

When former Tower headliner Danny Gans
left, Stralosphere exccutives hit on the notion off
upgradding Spperstars with more singers and
dancers and moving it into the main showreom.

This decision became the basis off
Alexander’s opportunity and abruptly higher
level ol visibility, She and her lookalike sister
Ashley — the two performed fogether in the;
LLS, and Canada as a singing duo — had been
in the Las Vepgas aven a couple of years looking
T that one big break, They had been singing
together for vears, even doing some recording,
anc moved here from their home in Oklahoma
alter numerous visits o Las Yegas on modeling
and singing assisomenis for privae aroups and
conventions,

W ran into (agent) Mark Callas. Ashley
anel Lare not twins, bt we are close. Mark said




- Ashley and 1 should have an oact and I1-;: Wils
Cgoing teocall us CTwo Hoo Blondes.” We
lawghed a thal bul in the meantime, we hoth
| started doing some work Tor Mark’s company
codeling and the like,”

Coty Adexander went o Laughlin about a
Lvear ago when o show inowhich Callas was
Hinvolved needed o dancer. A couple months
later. she was back in Las Vegas waiting for
3 the next call, whatever that mighit be.

i “People knew by then,” Alexander says,
“that | could sing, dance and act. Anvway, |
Cwas approached one day and told that they
| (the creative minds responsible for Seperstars)
| thought [ could do Madonng, My reaction was
something like hmommm, because 1 had never
~ thought of that before,”

She was given some background music

| tracks w help prepare for the audition, A week
Jalter going in to sing and dance her way
| through several Madonna songs. the word
| came Back to her. She had the job. The songs
she does in the show include Express Yourself,
~ “which i real high energy.” Then there is
~ Fever, the old Pegey Lee hit Alexander savs
- i the most fun for me:”
S0 which Madonna is she? Afer all, the
| Material Girl has re-invented her image several
tmes i mecent vears, Alexander smiles al that
question and lakes a moment to give ita liithe
umugu “I am the fun, energetic Madonna,
Th.. e isoa lidle SEX, d-_lum{_h- brut ot the uhv
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pus raunchiness she has sometimes shown,, 1
have the greatest respect For Madonna, She is
ohyviously o good busingss woman who knowes
howw toomaks thines happen. | do nol kKnow
Madenna, s 07 hard 10 say, but 1 think [am
probably totally thie opposite from her. The
personality she projects publicly is not the real
me [ not an exhibitionist like she appears
tor b, but 1 dolike performing live

Another moment of thought and another
smile. “1 don’t have any teoly bad habies, I'm
pretty boring that wayv, Sort of real down
honne, [ beliesve in Cod, 1 go e chuech, | like o
keep time lor myself, When vou'ra inthis busi-
neas, and there is so much going on arownd
you, there has 1o be something that grounds
me, L ean’t let myselt por swept away by all the
wild happenings. So 1 spend a lol of time with
myself and do my best to keep my hial
sirmight.”

Alexander is also very unlike Madoonae in
that there are no significant relationships, al
least nothing she feels inclined 1w tall aboul.
She smiles, “Mel Gibson hasn't asked me 1o
marry him. Mothing like that,”

Her sister Ashlev is still im Las Woeeas —
“T7s just the two of us™ — and it is Ashley
who  spends a pood deal of time working on
the music both women hope will eventually
resull in o record contract and perhaps other
work together, - But Coty says she s also very
|1'|||:d|ul of the time and ene |m.- |qu|1h,ii by her
T
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Madonn videos, iy
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“Incoyoung, but ©have been paying my &
dues in this business for vears and [ feel forto
nate 1o have o job like this.”
Alesander 15 in very good company with

Marva Scotf, center,
fielps Fecreate Sounds
af The Supremes in
American Superstars
show at fhe
Stratosphere

the rest ol the Superstars cast which featunes
performances by Marva Scott. formerly a lead |
in the Stardust’s Earer the Night, as Diana |
Rass with the Supremes: singing and dancing ©
talent Damian Brantley as the hyperkinetic &
Wichael Jackson: vocalist Michelle Fohl as
Ciloria Estefan: |l-year Mevada State Fiddle |
Champion Jehony Potash as Charlie Daniels,
The performances of each is complemented by o
the expertly execuied and choreographed work |
al the Superstar Dancers. e
In the case of Aléxander's work, these
diancers help her re-create the choreography |
thal comes right off some of the best known |
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