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AMERICAN

SUPERSTARS

AN ALL-STAR REVUE s owmnorsoe

hew've got g pretly good lag line oo the posters thal promone

“American Superstars”, the celebrivy impersonation show thas
recently celebrated dts sisth anniversary al Stratosphenss Broadway
Shoerovm: 15 @l frere, frone country fa pop, (rons the fitties o iday, The
finttest sivging sersations Brought to pou five aid B e e

That works, but I've got a better one: 90 wuriies. No ballads,

Simply put, this iso't the show for romantic coddling. This is
“American Bandstand” without the Spotlight Pance, 1% o KISS concerl
withoul “Beth”, Its o swingin’ hotspat where the drommer is the havdest
workin' man in the room.

Lach of the six featured performers maintains the hish-coerey level
established carly oo, that slows only onee (brielly) for a mid-show cover
of "God Bless the USA Bul here, the number fits in well with the most
recent revanp of the show by producers Mark Callas and Donnie Moore,

"American Superstars”has been updated often since opening in April of
1996, Perhaps a little too often; | kinda liked knowing there was still a place
[ could go to see the Spice Girls bacl with Ginger again, The latesl version
Places as mucl emphasis anthe “American” as itdoes on its superstars,
“Right now, there is a heightened sense of patriotisim in America.” Callas
abzerved, “Many other shows have added a patvictic component. We are
merely doing what we hawe always done, celebrale the preatness of
Armerican musie and the broad arcay ol Anerican performers”

Langtime fans may also notice that the set decor has taks
new dimension with extensive enhancements, including a s
and a cyclorama, The star drap is o specially made black o
cantaining hundreds of Tiber oplic lights, Fully lit, it gives
illusicn of @ star it night sl The eyclorama i o colar scre
behind the star drop that abserbs light and gives off bes
vibrant calors that bathe the stage.

A wviden ntreduction featuring Michael “Let’s aet re
rumble” Buffer gives way to the first display af red, white an
which never looked better than it does an the abbreviated cos
o the five Superstars Dancers, who make their entrance throu
andience. Frst i the bill is Elvis, a bold mave g city w
perfprmance by the King has long been synonyimeus with th
event. Darren Lee,wha beal oul 400 Presley tmpersonstors
Warld Ulvis Campelition al Graceland in 1997, sets the by
with hip-swivelling covers of “Viva Las Yegas”, "Blie Suede |
and "All Shool Up".

Unfortunately, Lee’s performance is routinely missed |
neany ticket-halders, wha take the path te the Broadway Shn
through the entive Stratosphere shepping arcade, To save
time, take the escalator located at the north end af the casino
te the theater fronm the ticket counter:




Acseductive Latio eal heralds the arvival of Ricky Martin, played
by Michael Colby. Colby s dead ringer for Marting and if he doesny'|
ave the voice quite right, he certainly has the moves dovn. Dressed
tin tight Teather pants and an open shive, he delivers high-octane
eovers of “Livin' La Vida Loca”, “Shake Your Bon Bon™ and  “She
Bangs”, Colby draws screams [vam ladies in the sudience, but the
guys have something te lock at teo, as he is joined on stage by a sexy
Asuperstars dancer, who shimmies ina fringed halter top fast enough
Ain shift the Richter scale,

. et Coty Alexander takes the stage as Madenna, She may be the
dosest among the current cast in precisely recreating both the look
and the seund of her superstar Time restrictions prevent Alexander
from weandering too much inta the various phases of the Material
birls career, so she wisely stays with the carly 805 model, making

her entrance ina vacialion on the bridal lingerie wern by Madonna

il lrer famuous MTV Video Awards appearance, She performs dead-
an renditions of *Like & Virgin®, “Malerial Girl”, and alter a costume
change Trom white satin to black leather, fnishes with “Vague™ and
“Bapress Yoursell ",

Mg Charlie Daniels, Jobony Porash scores with a southern rock
st that includes @ fine instrumental cover of “The Orange Blossom
special”. Danjels’ signature song, "The Devil Wenl Town to
Geargias draws applause from the cpening nntes of the fiddle,
which Potash saws so hard that most of the hair en his boiy iy
wiving in the breese by the tme bie’s done,

lhe most unespected segpment features Naomi Rodrigues as
Christing Aguilera, a performer well-known anly to the current

akenona ATV generation, Songs like "Genie in o Bollle" and "Mi Reflejo”
Lstar drop didi’t clear up any confusion among the pver-ds who werent sure
decurtain whe was being portraved, though Rodrigues oltimately wing them
ses ol the werwith asultry Mewlin Rogge-style cover of “Lady Marmalade”

screen sel The final spot on the Bl belongs tw Damien Brantley as Michael

heautiful,  sckson. These aren't the best of times for guys in Brantley's line of
sark, and its pretty strange Lo hear [ackson's old songs performed
ceeady too vith Bis oew Dace "Beat 18 and “Billie Jean™ still sound pretty good,
and blie, ad the enthusiastic crowd response proves Lhal Jackson Fang
Leostumes aven't forgotien when the King of Pop was Inhis prime (that would
arough the Gewhen he dido't demand to be called somethng silly like the King
owhere @ Pup).
b the main The “Livin' in America” lnale brings tse entize cast back on
tors at the  cage. Lach of the six featured performers is parbed in the colars of
ebar high id Glery, and the Superstars Dancers add lavish red, white and
ade Shoes”™  Hue ostrich feathers e their costumes. Melissa Williams, whao
toreographed the number, danced with “American Superstars” in
al by otow ke Tahee in the carly nineties, and went on to dance and star in
showraom e filims Showgirls, Batnran ¢ Robin and That Thiky You Do
Ve SOME & chanee to meet the cast and the dancers after the show brings the
i (0 26t jaht v a happy clese, Where else but Stratasphere can vonn spend a fow
nements challing with Michacl, Madonna, and Ricky?
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