Exercise 1: 
Read the following sentences and decide which are in narrative form and which are not. Decide whether the purpose of those you identify as narrative is to entertain or to inform. 

a. Yesterday John hit Joseph so hard that Joseph fell backward off his bicycle and hurt his shoulder. N, inform

b. On September 21, 2220, the world will probably come to an end if we don’t work together to limit nuclear experiments. X

c. Janice thinks that people should have boycotted the Michael Jackson concert that was held in June several years ago to show that they do not approve of Michael’s personal lifestyle.  X

d. Once upon a time there was a king who had grown tired of living in a castle, making royal decrees, and sitting around on a golden throne all day.  N, entertain

e. Janis Joplin was a famous rock singer of the hippie era who died because of her addiction to alcohol. N, inform(biographical)

f. Let’s get together next week and go skating at Lotte World. X

g. Dear John, 

Last weekend my mother and I went shopping in Myong-Dong because we needed new shoes. We had a marvelous time even though you weren’t with us. We talked about you a lot and all the good times the three of us have experienced together. 

Thinking about you, 

Mary
N, inform

Exercise 2: 
Put a number indicating the order of the sentences and also note any sentence that does not belong with the others. The topic sentence has been provided. Number the other sentences in the order in which they should appear. Cross out any irrelevant sentences. 

A. TOPIC SENTENCE: In 1993 I ran away from home because I was unhappy and joined a circus. 

__(5)__ Finally I couldn’t stand my situation any more, so I left. 

__(4)__As people continued to ignore me, I felt so lonely and isolated that I felt like committing suicide. 

__(2)__Both my parents worked long hours and when they came home late at night, they watched TV compulsively until dawn. 

__(1)__I had been neglected at home for several years. 

__(3)__I tried to talk to a friend at school about my problems at home, but everyone walked away before I could really complete my story. 

_____Circus people really know how to enjoy life. 

B. TOPIC SENTENCE: The last time I ate peanut butter I was sick for a week. 
__(2)___I knew that I shouldn’t eat any because it always makes me sick. 

__(1)__ My mother had left a huge jar of peanut butter on the dining table, a big temptation for a boy who hadn’t eaten anything since breakfast. 

____I had kimchi and rice for breakfast. 

__(3)__ I just couldn’t resist the temptation to open the jar and at least smell it. 

____I’ll never eat kimchi again. 

__(4)__I’ll never eat peanut butter again.
Exercise 3 Here are three plans for narrative paragraphs. The events in the plans are not in correct chronological order. The plans also contain events that do not belong in each story. Number the events in the proper time sequence and decide which are irrelevant. 

1. Aesop’s fable about a dog and his reflection teaches a lesson about greed. 

__(3)__ He thought he saw another dog with another piece of meat in his mouth, so he decided to get that one, too. 

__(4)__ Now the dog had nothing at all to eat. 

__(1)__ A dog was happily carrying a piece of meat in his mouth. 

_____The dog was brown with white spots. 

__(2)__While crossing a bridge, he saw his reflection in the water of a running brook. 

2. In 1897, Lena Jordan performed the first triple somersault on the flying trapeze, but for years she did not get credit. 

__(2)__ For the next sixty-six years, all the record books listed Clarke as the record holder, not Jordan. 

__(1)__ When a second person, a man named Ernest Clarke, managed a triple somersault in 1909, he received national attention. 

__(4)__ Only much later did the Guinness Book of World Records give Jordan sole credit for the first triple somersault in circus history. 

_____ The first free-fall parachute jump form an airplane was also made by a woman. 

__(3)__ In 1975, the Guinness Book of World Records finally listed Lena Jordan’s achievement, but only in addition to Clarke’s. 

3. The Civil War battle between two iron-covered ships, on March 9, 1862, changed sea warfare forever. 

__(2)__ Two hours into the battle, the Monitor ran out of ammunition and moved into shallow water to reload. 

__(4)__ After four hours, the Merrimack, her hull leaking and her smoke-stack broken, escaped from the scene of battle. 

__(3)__ When the Monitor returned with guns loaded, the Merrimack lured her into deep water and then suddenly swung around and rammed her, leaving barely a dent. 

_____ The Civil War lasted from 1861 to 1865. 

__(5)__ At the end of the conflict, neither ironclad ship had really won, but the wooden fighting ship was a thing of the past. 

__(1)__ At first, the two ships—the North’s Monitor and the South’s Merrimack—just circled each other like prehistoric monsters, firing at close ranged but causing no damage.
