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' Read the sections of the chapter under the headings “The Two-Tiered Economy,” “Globalization.,” and

“Science and Technology in the New Economy.” Trade and technology are among the forces that contribute

toward making the American economy increasingly two-tiered in nature. Some social commentators have -

expressed fears that the technological revolution may accentuate the division of the nation into structurally
separate haves and have-nots. Many politicians and some economists have expressed fears that U.S.

prosperity is threatened by increasing globalization that leads corporations to shift jobs and capital abroad.

President Clinton addressed both of these issues—not trying to restrict trade and hold back technology but by

actively promoting both as indicated in the excerpts from two speeches below. He took up the theme of

computer technology in his commencement speech at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in June 1998,

and he addressed globalization at the Summit of the Americas in December 1994 in Miami. How accurate are-

the President’s appeals to history that he uses to shape his vision of the future?-

[M.LT., June 1998] I'come today not to talk about the new marvels of science and engineering. . . .
Instead, I come to MIT, an epicenter of the seismic shifts in our economy and society, to talk about
how we can and must apply enduring American values to this revolutionary time—about the
responsibilities we all have as citizens to include every American in the promise of this new age. . ...

- Today, I ask you to focus on the challenges of the Information Age. ... We can extend opportunity
to all Americans or leave many behind. We can erase lines of inequity or etch them indelibly. . . . -
The tools we develop today are bringing down barriers of race and gender, of income and age. ...

For the very first time in our history, it is now possible for a child in the most isolated inner-city -

neighborhood or rural community to have access to the same world of knowledge at the same instant

as the child in the most affluent suburb. Imagine the revolutionary democratizing potential this can
bring. Imagine the enormous benefits to our economy, our society, if not just a fraction, but all young
people can master this set of twenty-first century skills. . . .

“Yet today, affluent schools are almost three times as likely to have Internet access in the
classroom; white students more than twice as likely as black students to have computers in their

homes. We know from hard experience that unequal education hardens into unequal prospects. We

‘know the Information Age will accelerate this trend. . . .

History teaches us that even as new technologies create growth and new opportunity, they can
heighten economic inequalities and sharpen social divisions. That is, after all, exactly what happened
with the mechanization of agriculture and in the Industrial Revolution. As we move into the
Information Age, we have it within our power to avoid these developments. . . . But until every child
has a computer in the classroom and a teacher well-trained to help, until every student has the skills to

" tap the enormous resources of the Internet, until every high-tech company can find skilled workers to
fill its high-wage jobs, America will miss the full promise of the Information Age. . . . [At this point
President Clinton lays out his plans for funding computers in every school and related educational
initiatives.] ‘

All students should feel as comfortable with a keyboard as a chalkboard, as comfortable with a
laptop as a textbook. It is critical to ensuring that they all have opportunity in the world of the
twenty-first century. o
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[Miami, Dec. 1994] . . . the truth is that the United States have never beenina strbnger economic position
to compete and win in the world. We are also taking bold steps to open new markets and to make the
global economy work for our people. For ears, our markets have been more open than those of many
. other nations. . . . Just a yearago yt igned into law NAF TA—the North American Free Trade
Agreement. When Congress voted for NAFTA, that even committed the United States to .continuing

leadership and engagement in the p@&t&@lé Wa:r world. . . . RURI

Just yesterday, I signed into law the bill implementing the General Agreement on Tariffs and
. Trade, the largest agreement ever for free and fair trade. GATT, like NAFTA before it, passed
because we had strong bipartisan support in Congress. That is a pattern that must prevail as we
continue to pursue open markets and prosperity in this hemisphere and around the world. . . . Once,
~ the United States and its neighbors were clearly divided by seemingly unbridgeable cultural and
economic gulfs. But today, superhighways, satellite dishes, and enlightened self-interest draw us
together as never before. ‘
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