[image: image1.png].ead the section of the text under the heading “The Watergate Crisis.” All along, President Nixon had
{ clair taff kvew any of the details of the Watergate break-in. He also
denied that he had been involved in any cover-up. Through July 1974, the evidence against Nixon was
%’Yumstantial or based on contradictory testimony. Although the pressure for his removal at that time was
strong, the president still had many defenders. Then in August, Nixon was forced to release the tapes that are
_excerpted below. ‘They cover conversations of June 23, 1972, only six days after the break-in. Read the
‘excerpts, and consider these questions: Were these tapes necessary for Nixon’s impeachment, or was there
- adequate evidence without them? What do the conversations reveal about the casual manner in which Nixon -
~and Haldeman used federal agencies for political purposes? - B

HALDEMAN: Now, on the investigation, you know the Democratic break-in thing, we’re back in the
problem area because the FBI is not under control because Gray [Patrick 'Gray, acting director of the
'FBI] doesn’t exactly know how to control it and they have—their investigation is now'leadiﬁg into
“some productive areas—because they’ve been able to trace the money—iot through the money
itself—but through the bank sources—the banker. And it goes in some directions we don’t want itto
g0. ... That the way to handle this now is for us to have Walters [General Vernon Walters, deputy
. director'of the CIA] call Pat Gray and just say, “Stay to hell out of this—this is ah, business hete we
. don’t ;ve;nt you to go any further on it.”” That’s not an unusual development, and ah, that would take
careofit.... os ‘ : '- ' T

- NIXON: Well, what the hell; did Mitchell [Johs Mitchell, fovmer attorney general and head of the
president’s campaign] know about this? R . ) -
HALDEMAN: I think so. I don’t think he kniew the details, but I think he knew. | |

__ HALDEMAN (about three hours later): Well, it was kind of interesting. Walters made the point
and I didn’t mention Hunt [E. Howard Hunt, ex-CIA agent and White House consultant who was ‘
convicted in the Watergate conspiracy]. I just said that the thing was leading into directions that were
A& to create potential problems because they were exploring leads that led back into areas that
would be harmful to the CIA and harmful to the government. ... -

Recorded presidential conversation submitted by Richard Nixon to the Committee on the
Judiciary of the House of Representatives, April 30, 1974. '

" Opposition to the war in Vietnam became the centerpiece of a wide-ranging political and cultural chal}gqge_ to
. traditional American society. During this turbulent era, blacks, women, Hispanics, and Indians organized to- .~
assert their rights. Richard Nixon inherited the war in Vietnam, and he did bring it to an end. The cost of
Nixon’s four years of war was thousands of American lives and many more thousands of Asm.n hvcs,»plus
_continued social unrest at home and an enduring strain on the economy. The end of American involvement- -
did not mean that the goal of an independeént, noncommunist South Vietnam had been secured. Nixon was
more successful in his other foreign policy initiatives, opening meaningful contacts with China and §omewhat‘
- easing tensions with the Soviet Union. He managed to stake out a solid constituency of conser'vatn(e voters .
with his attacks on liberal programs and ideas. However, he never quite decided how to deal with a trouble‘dr
‘economy that faced the unusual dual problems of slowed growth and rapidly rising prices. Lc_ass thanjtwo N
years after his overwhelming reelection in 1972, Nixon resigned from office under fire: omanatwnhomﬁed

by the Watergate affair and his arrogant misuse of presidential power for personal political purpeses. e
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