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Read the section of the chapter under the heading “Urban Violence.” The document below is drawn from the
1967 report of the National Commission on Civil Disorders, often called the Kerner Commission because it
. was headed by Governor Otto Kerner of Illinois. Consider the following questions: Why did the riots come at
.a time when blacks were making legal gains? How would conservative whites react to the commission’s
findings? What traditional American values does the report affront? What values does it affirm? Almost thirty
years later, how close is America to realizing the vision of the Kerner Commission? Does the elimination of
racism remain “the major unfinished business of this nation”? : -

This is our basic conclusion: Our nation is movmg toward two societies, one black, one
white—separate and unequal.

Reaction to last summer’s disOrders has quickened the movement and deepened the division.
A ‘Discrimination and segregation have long permeated much of American life; they now threaten the
future of every American.

This deepening racial division is not inevitable. The movement apart can be. reversed. Chmce is
still possible. Our principal task is to define that ch01ce and to press for a national resolution. -

-+ To pursue our present course will involve the contmumg polanzatlon of the American commumty
and, ultlmately, the destruction of basic democratlc values.

- The alternative is not blind repression or capitulation to lawlessness It is the reahzatron of
‘common opportumtles for all within a smgle society. :

‘ Thls altematlve will require a commltment to national actxon—compasswnate, massive and
. sustained, backed by the resources of the most powerful and the richest nation on this earth. From -~
every Amencan it will require new attitudes, new understandmg, and, above all, new will.

The vital needs of the nation must be met hard choices must be made, and, if necessary, new
taxes.enacted.

Violence cannot build a better society. Disruption and disorder nourish 'repression not justice.
~ They strike at the freedom of every. citizen. The community cannot—it will not—tolerate coercion
~and mob rule.

Vlolence and destructlon must be ended—in the streets of the ghetto and in the lives of people

Segregatlon and poverty have created in the racial ghetto a destructlve envxronment totally
* - “unknown to most white Amencans :

: ~ What wh1te Amencans have never fully. understood——but what the Negro can never forget—is
“that white society is deeply implicated in the ghetto. White mstltutlons created it, white institutions
mamtam it, and white society condones it.

It is time now to tum with all the purpose at our command to the major unﬁmshed business of
_ this nation. It is time to adopt strategres for action that will produce quick and visible progress. It is
time to. make good the promises of American democracy to all citizens—urban and rural, whlte and
“black, Spamsh—surname Amencan Indlan, and every mmonty group.
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