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‘Read the sections of Chapter Thirty-g that deal with the war in Vietnam. (Also review the relevant parts of
earlier chapters.) The first selection is from a speech given by President Lyndon Johnson on April 7, 1965, at
Johns Hopkins University. The second selection was written in the early 1960s by a staff member of the

| known as the Pentagon Papers after it was leaked to the press in 1971. Consider the following questions:
Which was more accurate—Johnson’s public declaration of South Vietnam as a “small and brave nation” or
the Pentagon Papers’ characterization of it as “the creation of the United States™? Should the war in Vietnam
be -portrayed principally as a civil war or as a response to aggression? Despite the obvious difference in
thetoric and candor, do the two documents really differ on the question “Why are we in South Vietnam?”

.

l\, Why are we in South Vietnam? We are there because we have a promise to keep. Since 1954 every

| American President has offered to support the people of South Vietnam. We have helped to build and
! we have helped to defend. Thus, over many years; we have made a national pledge to help South -

\ " Vietnam defend its independence. I intend to keep our promise. To dishonor that pledge, to abardon -
| this small and brave nation to its enemy—and to the terror that must folow—would be an

| unforgivable wrong. We are there to strengthen world order. Around the globe—from Berlin to. ..

¢ Thailand—are people whose well-being rests, in part, on the belief they can count on us if they are

~ attacked. To leave Vietnam to its fate would shake the confidence of all these people in the value of
| - American commitment. The result would be increased unrest and instability, or even war, '

i ' 'U.S.Depastment of Defense, United States-Viétnamese Relations 1945-1967 (Washington, D.C.: House
| . A
r
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Lyndon Johnson, Speech at Johns Hopkins University, April 7, 1965.
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HISTORICAL ANALYSIS: The Special American Commitment to Vietnam

_ Finaily,- in this review of factors that would affect policy-making in Vietnam, we must note that South
Vietnam (unlike any of the other countries in Southeast Asia) was essentially the creation of the
* United States. e ‘ , ' '_
Without U.S. support Diem almost certainly. could not have consolidated his hold on the South
during 1955 and 1956. " ' : ‘

“Without the threat of U.S. intervention, South Vietl_i_am bould not have refused to even discuss the '

elections called for in 1956 under the Geneva settlement without being immediately overrun by the -
‘Viet Minh armies. S ‘ '

 Without U.S. aid in the years following, the Diem régime certainly, and an independeht South .
" Vietnam alnost as certainly, could not have survived.. '

* Committee on Ammed Setvices, 1971), Book 2(IV.B.1),pp.6-7.

'Review Questions e : R

These questions are to be answered Wl'fh essays. This will atlow. you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review. '

1. What were the central elements _of the New Frontier and the Great Society? Why was Johnson

" able to succeed where Kennedy had'fail@d? ‘What were the longfter_xn ;esults. of t_he‘ liberal
legislation of 1964 to 19667 . o _

2. How did the reaction of many ‘SOufhem whites td the civil rights activities ironically serve to belp-

the blacks’ cause? How did blacks respond when it became clear that the 1égislativ§ vi;tories.of .
1964 and 1965 were not endugh to sat_isfy their aspirations? :

3 What was the heart of the proble,ni in Vietnam that ‘made military victory so difficult, if not-

impossible? Who seemed to undesstane thifs prabler | ttm:—-the Johnson administration_»or its
- ¢ritics? How was the Johnson administration fmp,pﬁﬁby the war?

Defense Department. It was prepared for the historical analysis section of the classified report that became .





