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Read the section of the text under the heading “The Rise of the Civil Rights Movement,” paying special
‘attention to the subsection on “The Brown Decision and ‘Massive Resistance. ”” The documents below include
excerpts from the Supreme Court decision in Brown and from a resolution of the all-white SouthCarolina
State Senate defying the decision and jts follow-up implementation rulings. Sentiments similar to the South
Carolina resolution were expressed in other.southern state legislatures and in the “Southern Manifesto” signed
by nineteen U.S. senators and eighty-two congressmen. It Wwas in this same mood that the General Assembly

in Georgia changed the state flag from one based on the “stars and bars” of the Confederacy to one containing

‘bothered the South Carolina legislator more, the cbnstitutional prinéiples or the issue of raée? ,
Brown et al. v. Board of Education of T opeka et al. (1 954)

Mr. Chief Justice Warren delivered the opinion of the Court. In each of the cases, minors of the Négro

Tace .. . seek the aid of the courts in obtaining admission to the public schools of ~their’coxi11ﬁunity on

buildings; curricula, qualifications and salaries df tfeéchers,,,,and other “taxigible?’ factors. OQur decision, ‘
therefore, cannot turn on merely a comparison of these tangible factors. . . . We must look instead to
the effect of segregation itself on public education. o ‘ :

In approaching this problem, we cannot turn the clock back to 1868 when the Amendmerit was .
adopted, or even to 1896 when Plessy v. Ferguson was written. We must consider public education in
light of its full development and its present place in American life. . . . '

We come then to the question presented: Does segregation of children in public school solely on

the basis of race even though the physical facilities and other “tangible” factors may be equal, deprive‘

_ the children of the minority group of equal educational opportunity? We believe that it does. -

To separate [children] from others of similar age and 'qualiﬁca_tions solely because of their race.
generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and -
minds in a way unlikely ever to be undore. . . . S S o :

We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no
place. Separate educationa] facilities are inherently unequal. _ ‘

* kg

~the language or the intent of the Fourteenth Amendment. . . . Fdr_ almost sixty years, 'beginhihg in
- 1896, an tinbroken line of decisions of the [U.S. Supreme] Court interpreted the Fourteenth ° '

Amendment as recognizing the right of the States to maintain racially separate public facilities for
their people. . . . The Supreme Court of the United States on May 17, 1954, relying on its own views
of sociology and psychology, for the first time held that the Fourteenth Amendment prohibited the
States from maintaining racially separate public schools and since then the Court has enlarged this to
include other public facilities, - - Be it enacted by the Genera] Assembly of the State of South - - _
Carolina: . . . That the States have never delegated to the central government the power to change the
Constitation nor have they surrendered to the central government the power to piohibit to the States .

the right to maintain racially separate but equal public facilities. -





