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Based on what you have filled in, answer the following. On some of the questions you will need to consult the
narrative in your text for information or explanation. o \ : '

1. ‘Why was the form of government in Poland such a difficult issue to resolve?

Why was Germany divided and why.was Berlin divided even though it lay in the Russian zone?
What caused the United States, Great Britain, and France to combine their zones into a single
nation? ~ ;

3. - Explain the policy of the Truman Doctrine. What was to be contained? Where? What
developments were the catalyst for Truman’s promulgation of the policy? What was the
economic manifestation of the ide4?

4. Why was the Soviet Union so suspicious of the West and so insistent on control of East Germany
and the nations along the Soviet border? Were the Soviet concerns Justified?

Summary

The mutual hostility between the United States and the Soviet Union grew out of ideological incompatibility
and concrete actions stretching back to World War I and before. The alliance of convenience and necessity

against Germany temporarily muted the tensions, but disagreement over the timing of the second front and

antagonistic visions of postwar Europe pushed the two nations into a “cold war” only a few months after the

victory over the Axis. The Cold War was marked by confrontation and the fear of potential military conflict.

The United States vowed to contain communism by any means available.

Meanwhile, the American people, exhausted from a decade and a half of depression and war, turned away
from economic reform. They were worried about the alleged Soviet threat in Europe, especially after Russia
exploded its own atomic bomb in 1949. They were dismayed by the communist victory in China and
perplexed by the limited war in Korea. Many Americans latched onto charges of domestic communist
subversion as an explanation for the nation’s inability to control world events. No one exploited this mood
more effectively than did Joseph McCarthy. ' '

Review Questions

These questions are to be answered with essays. This will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review. ‘

1. The United States hotly, protested Stalin’s actions in Poland, East Germany, and the rest of
Eastern Europe as a violation of the “one world” principle of the Atlantic Charter and a departure
from the agreements reached at Yalta ‘and Potsdam. Aside from pushing for creation of the United
Nations, did American policy actually abide by its own principles, or was it just as much based on

national self-interest as the Soviet Union’s? . o

2. Explain how the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NATO, support for Chiang Kai-shek, and
the Korean War were based on the policy of containment. What did that policy concede to the
Soviets? How did NSC-68 refine the doctrine? What geopolitical realities limited American
options in Asia and Eastern Europe? ) ‘ .

3. ‘What general factors made the United States susceptible to the anticommunist paranoia of 1947 to
1953? What activities fanned the fury and paved the way for the rise of McCarthy?
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