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Read the section of the text under the heading'.
the discussion of the march on Washington, the establishment of the Fair Employment Practices Commission

(FEPC), and the formation of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). The following excerpt is from a

L magazine article that A. Philip Randolph wrote after the FEPC was organized but before CORE was born.
. Consider the following questions: Could Randolph’s remarks be interpreted as a threat that American blacks
. might not support the war effort unless they received assurances of better treatment? Was his description of

the phght of blacks in the military and in defense plants accurate? Was Randolph right in saymg that racial
tensron in Amenca ‘was worth ‘many divisions to Hitler and Hirohito™?'

B Though T'have. found no Negroes who want to see the Umted Nations' lose this war, I have found
many who, before the war ends, want to see.the stuffing knocked out of white supremacy and of
_.empire over subject peoples. American Negroes, involved as we are in the general issues of the
conflict, are confronted not with a choice but with the challenge both to win democracy for ourselves
’ ’at home and to help win the war for democracy the world over.

. There is no escape from the horas of this dilemma. There ought not to be. escape For if the war
for democracy is not won abroad, the fight &gyé@m By i 'f,et be won at home. If this war cannot

Conversely, if freedom aaél S "._'_ty are not vouchsafed t;he peoples of color, the war for
democracy will not be won. Usiless this double-barreled thesis is aceepted and applied, the darker
races will never whole-heartedly fight for the victory of the United Nations. That is why those
familiar with the thinking of the American Negro have sensed his lack of enthusiasm, whether among
the educated or uneducated, rich or poor, professmnal or nonprofessronal religious or secular rural or
urban, North, South, East, or West. :

‘That is why questions are bemg raised by Negroes in church, labor union, and fraternal socrety,
peolroom, barbershop, schoolroom, hospital, hairdressing parlor; on college campus, railroad, and
bus. One can hear such questions asked as these: What have Negroes to fight for? What’s the
difference between Hitler and that “cracker” Talmadge of Georgia?* Why has a man got to be Jim-
‘Crowed to die for democracy? If you haven’t got democracy yourself, how can you carry it to
somebody else? - : '

What are the reasons for this state of mind? The answer is: d;lscnmmatlon segregatlon, Jim Crow.
Witness the Navy, the Army, the Air Corps; and also government services at Washington. In many

parts of the South, Negroes in Uncle Sam’s uniform are bemg put upon, mobbed, sometimes even -

- shot down by civilian and military police, and, on occasion, lynched. Vested political interests in race

preJudlce are so deeply entrenched that to them winning the war against Hitler is secondary to
preventing Negroes from winning democracy for themselves. This is worth many divisions to Hitler
and Hirohito.> While labor, business, and farm are subjected to ceilings and floors and not allowed to
carry on as usual, these interests trade in the dangerous busmess of race hate as usual.

“When the defense program began and billions of the taxpayers money were appropnated for

- guns, ships; tanks, and bombs, Negroes presented themselves for work only to be given the cold
shouldet. North as well as South, and despite their qualifications, Negroes were denied skilled
employment. Not until their wrath and indignation took the form of a proposed protest marchon "
Washington, scheduled for July 1, 1941, did things begin to move in the form of defense jobs for
Negroes. The march was postponed by the timely issuance (June 25, 1941) of the famous Executive
Order No. 8802 by President Roosevelt. But this order and the President’s Committee on Fair
Employment Practice, established thereunder, have as yet only scratched the surface by way of -
ehmmatuig discriminations on account of race or color in war-industry. Both management and labor
unions in too many places and i in too many ways are still drawing the color line.

"The United Nations was the ofﬁc1al name of the Alhes Aﬁer the war, the name was used for the new
international organization. ‘
2Eugene Talmadge racist governor of Georgra

3Emperor of Japan.
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