[image: image1.png]Let us be frank before the next war comes as Wilson was frank after the last war was over. Let us
know that it is sales and shipments of munitions and contraband, and the lure of profits in them, that
will get us into another war.

If Morgan and the other bankers must get into another war, let them do it by enlisting in the
Foreign Legion. That’s always open.

SENATOR BENNETT CHAMP CLARK (D-Mo.)

In these resolutions [calling for neutrality legislation] we propose that American citizens who want to
profit from other people’s war shall not be allowed again to entangle the United States.

We appeal to you to lend your efforts to the creation of an overwhelming body of public
sentiment to bring about the firm establishment of that policy. The time for action is due and past due.

* From The New York Times, May 28, 1935. Copyright © 1935 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted
by permission.

Map Exercise
The Map Exercise in Chapter Twenty-Eight covers this chapter also.

Summary

After World War I, the United States avoided international commitments but not international contact.
Relations with Latin America improved, but in Asia and Europe, crises were brewing. The initial American
reaction to the aggressive moves of Italy, Germany, and Japan was one of isolationism. Anxious to avoid
involvement in another world war, the United States passed a series of Neutrality Acts; but as the Axis
aggressors became bolder, Roosevelt eased the nation closer and closer to war. The attack on Pearl Harbor
blew away all isolationist remnants, and the nation entered World War II determined and unified.
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