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In what ways did U.S. relations with the U.S.S.R. change in the early 1930s?

Compare and contrast the Latin American policy of Herbert Hoover with the “Good Neighbor
Policy” of Franklin D. Roosevelt. What resulted?

What ideas and developments fed isolationist sentiment in the first half of the 1930s? What was
Roosevelt’s position?

Taken as a whole, what were the basic provisions and central purpose of the Neutrality Acts of
1935, 1936, and 1937? What European and Asian developments put strains on American

~ neutrality?
. What aggressive German moves finally started World War II in Europe? How did Britain, France,

and the Soviet Union react to the series of aggressive actions?

FROM NEUTRALITY TO INTERVENTION (739-744 )

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

How did Roosevelt manage to get aid to Great Britain in 1939 and 1940 despite the limitations
imposed by the Neutrality Acts? What changes in American public opinion coincided with the
worsening situation for France and Britain?

What were the two principal positions in the domestic debate over the degree to which the United
States should participate in the European war?

How did the lend-lease program and the concept of “hemispheric defense” manage to circumvent
isolationist arguments about the alleged mistakes of World War 1? Why did the U. S support the
Soviet Union in the war?

What actions by Hitler and Germany in 1941 led the United States to the brink of war in Europe?
What Japanese moves in Asia brought Japan into conflict with the United States?

Why could the attack on Pearl Harbor be considered a tactical victory but a political blunder by
the Japanese? How have historians treated the attack?

AMERICA IN THE WORLD: THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR, 1931-1941 (736)

19.

What basic motivation lay behind the Japanese desire to conquer China and build an empire?
What role did oil play?

PATTERNS OF POPULAR CULTURE: ORSON WELLES AND THE WAR OF THE WORLDS
(738-739) :

20.

What did the public reaction to the War of the Worlds broadcast reveal about the power of radio
and the anxieties of the American people in 1938?

WHERE HISTORIANS DISAGREE: THE QUESTION OF PEARL HARBOR (744-745)

21.

What are the differences between historians who argue that the attack on Pearl Harbor was a
result of blunders by the Roosevelt administration and those who postulate deliberate

provocation? Which view is more convincing?
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