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THE GLOBAL CRISIS, 1921-1941

Objectives
A thorough study of Chapter Twenty-Seven should enable the student to understand:

U

The new directions of American foreign policy in the 1920s.

The effects of the Great Depression on foreign relations.

The pattern of Japanese, Italian, and German aggression that eventually led to World War II.
The factors that led to the passage of neutrality legislation in the 1930s.

The specific sequence of events that brought the United States into the war.

Main Themes

1. That in the 1920s, the United States tried to increase its role in world affairs, especially
economically, while avoiding commitments.

2. How America, in the face of growing world crises in the 1930s, turned increasingly toward
isolationism and legislated neutrality.

3. How war in Europe and Asia gradually drew the United States closer and closer to war, until the
attack on Pearl Harbor finally sparked American entry into World War I1.

Glossary

1. fascism: A political system that glorifies the nation, minimizes individual rights, and operates
through an autocratic central government that tightly controls all economics, political, and social
behavior. In the 1930s and 1940s, the term applied to governments under Benito Mussolini in
Italy, Adolf Hitler in Germany, and Francisco Franco in Spain.

2. blitzkrieg: A quick, coordinated military attack utilizing armored ground vehicles and intensive

air support. The word is German for “lightning war.”

Pertinent Questions

THE DIPLOMACY OF THE NEW ERA (730-733 )

1.
2.

Why did the United States negotiate separate treaties after World War I?

What was accomplished by the Washington Conference and subsequent naval and disarmament
conferences? ‘ ‘

How did American loans and investments work at cross purposes with United States tariff policy?
What was the result? ' ’

What did Hoover do to improve relations with Latin America?

What happened to the international efforts at economic stability and disarmament in Europe in the
late 1920s and early 1930s?

How did the Hoover administration deal with Japanese expansionism? How effective was the
approach?

ISOLATIONISM AND INTERNATIONALISM (734-739 )

7.

To what extent did Roosevelt change the U.S. approach to international debt and currency issues?
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