[image: image1.png]The task can be helped by definite efforts to raise the values of agricultural products and with this
the power to purchase the output of our cities.

It can be helped by preventing realistically the tragedy of the growing loss, through foreclosure,
of our small homes and our farms.

It can be helped by insistence that the F edefal, State and local governments act fbrthwith on the

* demand that their cost be drastically reduced.

It can be helped by the unifying of relief activiﬁes,which today are often scattered, uneconomical
and unequal. It can be helped by national planning for and supervision of all forms of transportation
and of communication and other utilities which have a definitely public character.

There are many ways in which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by falking .
about it. We must act, and act quickly. ' o

 Finally, in our progress toward a resumption of work we require two safeguards ag;iin’st a return
of the evils of the old order; there must be a strict supervision of all banking and credits and
investments; there must be an end to speculation with other people’s money, and there must be

provision for an adequate but sound currency, -

These are the lines of attack. fsh‘all presently urge upon a'new Congress in special session ;
detailed measures for their fulfillment, and I shall seek the immediate assistance of the several States.

. Through this program of action we address ourselves to putting our own national house in order
and making income balance outgo. : ‘

Our international trade relations, though vastly importkants are, in point of time and‘necessity,
secondary to the establishment of a sound national economy. ‘

I favor as a practical policy the putting of first things first, I shall spare no effort to restore world .
trade by international economic readjustment, but the emergency at home cannot wait on that
accomplishment. ‘ ’

Document 2

Read the section in the text entitled “Attacks from the Right and the Left,” and pay careful attention to the
discussion of the American Liberty League. The following documents are newspaper reports on various
Liberty League attacks on Roosevelt and the New Deal. Read these articles, and consider the following
questions: Did the TVA in fact embody some aspects of socialism? Was it fair to imply that Senator George
W. Norris and other TV A backers wanted to build a “socialistic State™? How did Wendell Willkie’s business-
oriented opposition to the New Deal puthim in a position to become the Republican presidential nominee in
19407 What was Roosevelt proposing in 1935 that inspired the comparison to George III, Hitler, and
Mussolini? Was the economic planning proposed by Roosevelt stringent enough to justify the charges by the
Liberty League, and later by such historians as Edgar E. Robinson (see “Where Historians Disagree” in this
chapter), that the New Deal shared many objectives with communism?

TVA “Socialism’ Hit by Liberty League

WASHINGTON, May 26—Sponsors of the Tennessee Valley Authority are interested primarily
in building up a socialistic State, the American Liberty League charged today in attacking the Norris
- bill to enlarge and clarify the powers of the TVA. . . .

“Never have the dreams of bureaucrats flowered so ‘perfectly as in the Tennessee Valley,” the
League said in a statement. “Bureaucracy thrives on interference in the affairs of individuals and in
the conduct of business.” :





