[image: image1.png]" 'would, in the autumn of 1932, stress the magmtude of the crisis and the fallure of the response'? W}m do you
suppose the writer meant by the statement “One does not talk architecture whlle the house is on fire.,

- There can be no serious quesnon of the failure of those methods. For the miethods were never
seriously capable of success. They were diffuse, unrelated, and unplanned. The theory wasthat
private charitable organizations and serm-pubhc welfare groups, established to care for the ol ang
the sick and the indigent, were capable of caring for the casuals of a worldWIde economic disaster,
And the theory in apphcatlon meant that social agencies manned for the service of a few hundre . -
families, and city shelters set up ' to house and feed a handful of homeless men, were compel]edb
the brutal necessities of hunger to care for huridfeds of thousands of families ‘and whole amies of 1
displaced and the jobless. And to depend for their resources upon the’ contributions of ¢ Comminities no
longer able to contribute, and upon the irresolution and vacillation of state legislatures and. inicipg]
assemblies long since in the red on their annual budgets. The result was the picture TOW présented in
city after city and state after state—heterogeneous groups of official and semiofficial and unoffici]
relief agencies strugglmg under the earnest and untrained leadership of the local men of affms
against an inertia of misery and suffering and want they are powerless to overcome. .

One does not talk architecture while the house is on fire and the tenants are still inside. The gy (Question

at this moment is the pure question of fact. Having decided at last to face reality and do something ahyyt

it, what is reality? How many men are unemployed in the U.S.? How many are in want" Fhat are the
Jfacts?

The following minimal :statements may be accepted as true—with the certamty that they
underestimate the real situation: ,

L. Unemployment has steadily increased in the U.S. since the beginning of the depressxon ad the
rate of increase during the first part of 1932 was more rapid than in any other depresswn year,

2. The number of persons totally unemployed is now at least 10 million.

The number of persons totally unemployed next winter will, at the present rate of mcrease be 11
million. ,

4. Eleven million unemployed means better than one man out of evefy:four ernnloyabte Warkers,

This percentage is higher than the percentage of unemployed British workers reglsteredunder the
compulsory insurance laws (17.1 percent in May 1932, as against 17.3 percent in Apriland 184
percent in Jan.) and higher than the French, the Italian, and the Canadian percentages, but lowey
than the German (43.9 percent of trade unionists in April 1932) and the Norweglan

6. Eleven million unemployed means 27,500,000 whose regular source of hvehhood hasbeen cut
off.

7. Twenty-seven and a half million without regular income’ mclnéies the families of totally
unemployed workers alone. Taking account of the numbers of workers on part time, the fotal of
those without adequate income becomes 34 xmlhon or better than a quarter of the entlre
population of the country. TR ES

=8, Thirty-four million ] persons w:thout adequate mcome does. not mean 34 mllhon in present wm
’ “Many families have savings. ‘But savmgs are eventually dlSSlpated and the number in actu] want
“tends to approxnnate the number Wlthout adequate mcome How nearly it approxxmates itnow or
will next winter no man can say. But it is conservative to estimate that the problem of next
winter’s relief is a problem of caring for approximately 25 million souls. .
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