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Following two and a half years of pro-Allied “neutrality,” the United States entered World War I because of
economic and cultural factors, as well as German submarine warfare. The armies and civilians of Europe had
already suffered mightily by the time the United States finally entered. American forces, initially at sea and
-then on land, provided the margin of victory for the Allies. To mount its total effort, the United States turned
to an array of unprecedented measures: shalply graduated taxes, conscription for a foreign war; bureaucratic
management of the economy, and a massive propaganda and antlseditmn  campaign. Women entered the work
force in record numbers, and the hopes of African Americans were raised b 'mihtary service and war-related
jobs in the North. President Woodrow Wilson formulated An n wa in his famons Fourteen Points,
but he was unable to convince either Europe or the United States fully to accept his tenets as the basis for
peace. By 1920, the American people, tired from nearly three decades of tunnoﬂ had repudxated Wllson s
precious League of Nations in favor of an illusion called “pormalcy.” =

Review Que§tlon

These questions are to be answered with essays Thls wﬂl allow you to explore relatlonshlps between _

individuals, events, and attitudes of the penod under revxew ~

L Was American mvolvement in World War I mevxtable? What forces worked to maintain
neutrality? What forces propelled the count away frorn neutrality and into full belligerency?
2. Describe the suffering that the Great War vmted on Eumpe Why is it said that the United States
emerged from the war as “the only real victor™?
3. ‘How did World War I transform the technolngy and themby ﬂ:ae horror of modern warfare‘7 What
- were the implications for wars to come?. . -
4. What surprises did America face as the reahty of “war thh[ t‘stmt” unfolde:d‘7 How did the
American people respond to them? What long-term legacaes came from these responses?
5.  Despite his tumultuous receptlon by the peoples of Eumpe and the generally favorable response
_ hereceived on his tour in the western United States, Wilson faced troublesome opposition from
- both European statesmen and the United States senators. Why did he encounter such
intransigence? Did he respend ina rational and pohtlcally effectwe way?
6. ﬁ,,fExplam how the war and the demographlc shlfts accompanymg the war effort raised the
'asplratlons of Afncan Amencans How were theu' hopes dashed? What conflicts arose?
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