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Based on what you have filled in, answer the following. On some of the questions you will need to consult the
narrative in your text for information or explanation.

1. Explain the motivation for Theodore Roosevelt’s special concern with the Caribbean region.
What policy did he formulate in response to his concerns? :

2. What were the two possible routes for a Central American canal? What were the advantages and
disadvantages of each? Why did the United States settle on the Panamanian choice? Why was’
Colombia upset? ' s : :

3. What events iﬁspired U.S. intervention in Nicaragua? Why was the country perceived to be
important to American interests? o '
4. What caused the border strife between the United States and Mexico? What was its result?

Summary : . T .
Theodore Roosevelt became president as a consequence of the assassination of William McKinley, but he
quickly moved to make the office his own. In many ways, Roosevelt was the preeminent progressive, yet it

sometimes seemed that for him reform was more a style than a dogma. Although Roosevelt clearly envisioned
a more activist national government, the shifts and contradictions embodied in his policies toward trusts,
labor, and conservation reflect the complexity and diversity of progressivism. Despite being Roosevelt’s
hand-picked successor, President William Howard Taft managed to alienate Roosevelt and other progressive
Republicans by his actions regarding tariffs, conservation, foreign policy, trusts, and other matters. In 1912,
Roosevelt decided to challenge Taft for the presidency. When he failed to secure the Republican nomination,
Roosevelt formed his own Progressive Party. With the Republicans divided, Woodrow Wilson won the
presidency. In actuality, Wilson’s domestic program turned out to be much like the one Roosevelt had
advocated. In the Caribbean, Wilson continued the pattern of intervention that Roosevelt and Taft had
established. ' o : ‘

Review Questions |

These questions are to be answered with essays. This will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review.

1. In what ways did Theodore Roosevelt transform the role of the presidency and the national
government? What specific programs resulted from his vigorous executive leadership?

2. Were the differences between the Taft administration and those of Roosevelt and Wilson more a
matter of beliefs and objectives or of personalities and leadership style?

3. Considering Roosevelt’s and Wilson’s personalities and proposals, what do you think would have

happened to domestic reform and foreign relations if Roosevelt had won the Republican
nomination in 1912 and become president again? :

4. Based on the section “The American Environment: Saving the Forests,” what was the message of
George Perkins Marsh’s Man and Nature? How well did America heed his warnings in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?
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