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Based on what you have filled in, answer the following. On some of the questrons you will need to consult the

narrative in your text for mformatlon or explanatlon ' : : -’
1. Where was the Grange strongest‘7 In what parts of the country dld the Popuhst movement have
the most 1mpact‘7 Why? : B :
2. Why were the states carried by Bryan mamly those of the Great Plams the silver-mining regions,
and the cotton-tobacco belt? Why did he fail to make inroads in the Midwest and the Northeast?
Summag | |

Close elections and shlftmg control of the White House and Congress characterized the politics of the period.
from 1876 to 1900. Regional, ethnocultural, and economic factors helped determine party affiliation, and
elections often turned on considerations of personality. But there were real issues too. Tariff, currency, and
civil-service questions arose in almost every national campaign and dominated key elections. Discontented

farmers in the People’s Party bneﬂy challenged the Repubhcans and Democrats, but the two-party system
remained intact.

The election of 1896, the great battle between the gold standard and the silver standard, firmly establrshed the
Republican Party as the majority party in the United States. Agrarian and mining interests were unable to
convince voters that currency inflation through the free coinage of silver would lead the nation out of the
depression of the 1890s. By fusing with the Democrats, the Populists ended any chance they might have had
to become a major force in American politics. By the end of the nineteenth century, business. forces had
triumphed. They had secured a gold-based currency and a rigorously protective tariff. Efforts to regulate
railroads and trusts had been half-hearted to begin with and were weakened even further by court decisions.

- Review Questions , o o -/

These questions are to be answered wzth essays.. Thrs will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the perrod under review. , :

1. What were the drfferences between the Repubhcans and the Democrats‘7 To what extent d1d
regional and ethnic differences translate into serious differences on the issues?

2. . Compare and contrast the three major farm groups the Grange, the Farmers’ Alliances, and the ’
Populists. Do you agree with the recent historians who believe that Populism was a reasonable
~and realistic response to agrarian grrev.am':es'7 ,

3. In a series of cases, mcludmg the Wabash case and United Statgs v. E. C. Knight Co., the United
States Supreme Court severely restricted efforts to regulate business. What logic did the Court
use m these and srmﬂar cases, and what effect did the decisions have on business?




