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" ought to be at once revised and amended. These laws as their primary and plain effect, raise the price
to consumers of all articles imported and subject to duty by precisely the sum paid for such duties.
Thus the amount of the duty measures the tax paid by those who purchase for use these imported
articles. Many of these things, however, are raised or manufactured in our own country, and the duties.
now levied upon foreign goods and products are called protection to these home manufacturers,
because they render it possible for those of our people who are manufacturers to make these taxed
articles and sell them for a price equal to that demanded for the imported goods that have paid
customs duty. So it happens that while comparatively few use the imported articles, millions of our -
people, who never used and never saw any of the foreign products, purchase and use things of the
same kind made in this country, and pay therefore nearly or quite the same enhanced price which the
duty adds to the imported articles. Those who buy imports pay the duty charged thereon into the
public Treasury, but the great majority of our citizens, who buy domestic articles of the same class,
pay a sum at least approximately equal to this duty to the home manufacturer. This reference to the
operation of our tariff laws is not made by way of instruction, but in order that we may be constantly
reminded of the manner in which they impose a burden upon those who consume domestic products
as well as those who consume imported articles, and thus create a tax upon all our people..
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The bill is a radical reversal of the tariff policy of the country, which for the most part has prevailed
since the foundation of the Government, and under which we have made industrial and agricultural
progress without a parallel in the world’s history. If enacted into law it will disturb every branch of
business, retard manufacturing and agriycul'tural‘pr‘osperity, and seriously impair our industrial
independence. ; o '

William O. Stoddard, Grover Cleveland (New York: Stokes, 1888), pp. 248-250, 252-253.
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From the Farmer’s Declaration of Independence of 1873 through the Ocala Demands of 1890 to the Populist
Party’s Omaha platform of 1892 the farmers of the: South and West expressed their frustration with an
increasingly industrial corporate society that they felt was Jeaving them behind. Read the selection below,
which is taken from the Omaha platform, and consider the following questions: Were the Populist demands
reasonable and rational responses to-the: problems. facing the Populist constituency? What elements of
socialism can be found in the Populist program? How was the platform designed as an attempt to broaden the
appeal of Populism beyond farmers? = e e B e e s '

‘We declaire, therefore— e o PRI ;

First—That the union of the labor forces of the United States this day consummated shall be
permanent and perpetual; may its spirit enter into all hearts for the salvation of the Republic and the
uplifting of mankind. o : B R ) )

P Second —Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every dollar taken from industry w:t.hgut an
equivalent is robbery. “If any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests of rural and civil labor
are the same; their enemies are identical.

© Third—We believe that the time has con e,whén,thé jf\‘gi‘lm‘é,:,(:i corporations will either own the

people or the people must own the railroads; and should the government enter upoq the ,wOrk.of ‘
owning and managing all railroads, we should favor an amendment to the constitution by which all

d under a civil-service regulation of the most

persons engaged in the government service shall be plac

rigid character, so as t0 prevent the increase of the power of thff}fﬂ,'ﬁ,‘ioﬁé] administratipﬁ by the use of
such additional government employes [sic]. .. :
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FINANCE —We demand a’national currency, safe, sound, and flexible, issued by the general
goVemment only, a full legal tender for all debts, public and private, and thgt without the use of
banking corporations;-a just, equitable, and efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at a
tax not to exceed 2 per cent, per annuin, to be provided as set forth in the sub-treasury plan of t}me
Farmers’ Alliance, or a better system; also by payments in discharge of its obligations for public

imnravements




