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FROM STALEMATE TO CRISIS

Identlflcatlon

Identify each of the fo]lowmg, and explam why it is 1mportant w:thm the context of the chapter

1. Civil War pensions

2, James G. Blaine

3. Pendleton Act

4. Benjamin Harrison

5. McKinley Tariff

6. Montgomery Ward & Co

7. Mary Lease

8. Tom Watson

9. James B. Weaver

10.  “Colored Alliances”

11.  “Bourbons” |

12. Coxey’s Army

13. specie

14. “Crime of 1873” : S
15. Currency/Gold Standard Act of 1900
Document1 |

The tariff issue came to the fore in the elect;on of 1888, with Grover Cleveland favormg ]ewer rates. Read the '
following excerpt from President Cleveland’s State of the Union message in December 1887. Also read the
short excerpt from the Minority Report of the House Ways and Means Committee; in which the Republicans -
expressed their opposition to the Mills bills, which embodied many of Cleveland’s tariff revision suggestions.
Consider the following questions: How does the first part of the address reveal Cleveland’s political
philosophy? Is Cleveland’s characterization of the protective tariff as a tax on consumers an accurate one?
Although in another part of the speech Cleveland disclaims any support for completely “free trade,” would
that be the logical culmination of his ideas? The Republican Minority Report implies that American
» prospenty ﬂowed from the protectlve tariff. Was this a vahd clalm"’ ,

You are confronted at the threshold of s your leglslatlve duties wrth a condltlon of the natlonal ﬁnances
which 1mperattvely demand nnmedlate careful consrderanon

The amount of money annually exacted through the operatlon of present laws from the
industries and necessmes of the people Iargely exceeds the sum necessary to meet the expenses of the
; Govemment ‘ P :

* When we consider that the theory of our mstltutlons guarantees fo every cmzen the full
enJoyment of all the frults of his mdustry and enterpnse with only such deduction as may be his
share toward the careful and economical maintenance of the Govemment which protects him, it is
plain that the exaction of more than this is indefensible extortion and a culpable betrayal of American
fairness and justice. This wrong inflicted upon those who bear the burden of national taxation, like
other wrongs, multiplies a brood of evil consequences. The public Treasury, which should only exist
as a conduit conveying the people’s tribute to-its legitimate objects of expenditure, becomes a.
hoarding place of money needlessly withdrawn from trade and the people’s use, thus crippling our

national energies, suspending our country’s development, preventing investment in productive
‘enternrise. threatenino financial dictithance  and invitine erhsmae af miklic nlinder




