Amen

Essay 33

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Deciding on attending a live performance or watching the same event on television is such a controversial issue. While there are many a great people that support the idea of taking part in these events as the audience, some people believe in monitoring these performances just on television. Actually, each group present their belief based on respective logical reasons. As my idea resulted from several accounts, it is more beneficial to join the second group.

In fact, this point of view analytically comes from some advantages that prove its betterment. Owing to some problems that are inevitably produced by the flood (torrent) of crowds rushing toward the center of the event, it can be wise decision to stay at home and avoid being stuck in traffic congestions and being nervous. So, we can manage our time more efficiently to enjoy watching our intended program on television. Moreover, we can have the opportunity of watching the events in the television room beside our family members or friends who might be old or have some problem to accompany us to the performance, and then the argument about the most recent and exciting event is the more interesting part. Furthermore, individuals feel more comfortable whenever they watch these kinds of events that need more attention to be followed in such a private place. They are able to concentrate more deeply and sense what is going on in detail.

No wonder, there are two distinctive ideas about whether to attend a live performance or watch it on television, and each of them has its own pros and cons. In summary, because there are more advantages coming from sundry supportive reasons, it is more recommended to save our time and enjoy monitoring these performances on television.             

Essay 34                                                                                             Argumentative_ Arg
Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Deciding on whether to travel with a companion or to travel alone is a very disputatious issue. While there are many a great people supporting the idea of traveling with a companion, the considerable number of people that are against this belief and up hold the idea of traveling alone cannot be negligible. Each of these two points of view originates from its respective logical reasons and supports and the regarding vagueness is still bothersome unless we do not discuss them in detail.

As a matter of fact, the first group of people that support the idea of traveling with a companion believe in many advantages that enhance this idea. First of all, traveling along with the others will result in more familiarization with the personal characteristics of individuals in real but small scale of their life(?). They believe that they can more precisely judge their friends’ natural reactions against unexpected events and occasions and then this in turn leads to having a better knowledge of their friends. Next, when people travel with one or more companions, they will be able to tolerate some boring parts of their travel by spending their time together and by enjoying talking about their past memories. Finally, this decision will help them to save their money more and more by sharing some vital utilities and facilities such as their accommodation. 

On the other hand, there are some positive points in traveling alone for the people who prefer to choose that way. In fact, they can experience everything in which they are interested without any permission or pre-scheduling, and that is because of the time limitation of most travels. Some people intend to have an opportunity to experience complete independence and know how they can deal with this issue. Moreover, the same people prefer to travel in this shape owing to their introvert characteristics. Also, in some special cases such as business trips or educational journeys, they find that no other options they can have.

In summary, considering the fact that preference to travel with a companion or alone is such a controversial issue, it will be helpful to find what the total advantages of each decision are; then, based on our personal characteristics, we may choose the way that will match our nature more(that will best suit our demands/nature). In my opinion, traveling with a companion, due to the more advantages it has, will provide a greater and more enjoyable time during our trip.                

Behnoush

Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the present. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Some people, especially the young who have not interfaced serious problems in their lives, are of the opinion that there is no need to inform about the ancestors and their experiences. However, it is obvious that history, ancient or modern, teaches us numerous beneficial lessons, and even can save our lives. We need to learn about the past as it is meaningless to divide the time to past, present, and future; historical experiences repeat again and again, and each person must familiarize with his past in order to find the best way for his future life.

It is clear that time is continuous, and human himself categorizes the time into different periods. To some people, past means 2 years ago, and to some others it means 200 years Before Christ. No difference what past means, Dr. Elen Morris, the advisor to Ministry of Culture of the UK, announced that the results of their research on the graduates of British universities showed that “students who passed at least 2 courses on history, achieved better marks in other courses.” She believes that “learning history improves the ability of an individual to gain an understanding of other subjects, significantly”. On the other hand, being aware of the past events, helps people to make wise and correct decisions in their lives, because reading the history convinces us that poor activities result in undesirable outcomes and the populace never forget honest people.

Secondly, repeatable entity of experiences gives practical ideas to those who learn history. For one thing, analyzing the past happenings helps us to reduce the faults. For another, knowing the past occasions is undoubtedly useful in saving today resources and even one’s life by preventing to repeat similar involvements. Moreover, sociologists proved that in nearly all circumstances, the appearance of a problem is the only thing which has been altered through years. As a result, absorbing the important lessons of each historical occasion leads to solve current problems much more easily.

Thirdly, we should always consider human’s past in order to enjoy our lives. If we did not know the history of Pasteur’s efforts, we would not respect the healthy environment we live in today. People should also try to introduce with holy men who have tried hard for many years in the hope that they show the right way of living to people, fighters who have been killed in order to save the masses (?) lives, and artists who have created memorable works which everyone is proud of having as a national masterpiece. Furthermore, learning about the past shows trends of changes in the world, and in this way, forming the failures and successes over time could be more understandable. 

In brief, it is obvious that learning about the past is one of the most valuable tasks for everyone who wants to live better than his ancestors. We can learn and consider each period of the history as a unique teacher that casts a light on our lives.

A university plans to develop a new research center in your country. Some people want a center for business research. Other people want a center for research in agriculture. Which of these two kinds of research centers do you recommend for your country? Use specific reasons in your recommendation.

Scientific documents have proved that basic research is an essential factor in order to progress in different fields. Since we have limited resources, it is important to find priorities in each community and invest on them. In my country, developing a research center for business is more useful in comparison with an agriculture center, because a business research unit can answer key questions regarding economic development, agriculture can be considered as a subgroup of business, and we will benefit from business development more than from positive changes in agriculture. 

Economic improvement is one of the most crucial aspects in development. Establishing a business research center helps politicians to find appropriate remedies and adopt suitable strategies regarding enhancement of national income (revenues). Moreover, it seems that social transition, which has started in my country since early 1990s, results in structural change in economy, so more attention should be oriented on business activities today. On the other hand, experiences from other countries, which have been involved in wars and tried to ameliorate their international situation after peace, shows that economic growth through focus on business activities is one of the most successful approaches in this regard.

Additionally, developing a business research center, instead of an agricultural center, is recommended because improvement in farming depends on trade growth. One of the biggest economic agencies in the United States announced that all features of development depend on level of business success in a country. Furthermore, in my country the research deputy Minister of Agriculture declared that transition from traditional to modern farming, which should take place sooner or later, rests on development in other aspects and needs large investment. 

Finally, considering the position of agriculture versus business in my country, it will be known that developing a business center is more beneficial. For one thing, it should be taken into consideration that subsistence agriculture is common in Iran. Surprisingly, less than 30% of Iranian population work as farmers; that is, most of the people who live in rural areas have miscellaneous jobs. For another, one should note that we are one of the wealthiest countries regarding the mines and numerous oil resources, but we have never used their optimum potential capacity. In order to achieve desirable progress in this field, expansion of business activities is of a matter of importance.

In brief, it is concluded that developing a business research center is more cost-effective than an agricultural center in my country. Advances in business result in economic growth, which will in turn (consequently) improve agricultural status.

Very good indeed! Just reconsider the suggested corrections. I believe you have some problem with the ‘passive voice’. There are times you shouldn’t use passive and times you should, but you do! Some verbs have the same spelling but are actually two verbs _ transitive and intransitive. The blueprint is a bit too long and probably vague, too. If you can make it smaller, that would be ideal. 

If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

International events make unique opportunities for people of different countries and cultures to know each other. Selecting a national symbol for an international exhibition is a matter of importance, because many of participants, who do not know the country or have little information about it, may judge the country through its representative. Each of Iranian musical instruments is a suitable thing to be sent to international exhibitions, since it can express various aspects of our art and culture, can familiarize people to a less unknown art of the country, and introduce the history of musical instruments development.

Firstly, one reason why selecting a musical instrument is recommended is that it could present different branches of art to people. As one may notice, one of the main differences between Iranian musical instruments and western types is the process of its manufacture. Iranian musical instruments can actually be considered as handicrafts; however, it should be mentioned that there are numerous factories in other countries which produce musical instruments. In nearly all cases, expert musicians make instruments either in their houses or in small workshops and spend weeks to create a desirable instrument which makes lovely chords and which has a fantastic shape. Moreover, sometimes a painter draws traditional portraits or landscapes on instruments. On the other hand, previous experiences have shown that if there is any chance to perform a piece, people with different tastes enjoy Iranian music.

Additionally, sending a musical instrument to an international exhibition is one of the best selections in order to introduce new branches of art. People all around the world, are familiar with Iranian carpets and rugs as a symbol. While as an economic and cultural point of view it is crucial to retain the situation of carpet at international level, the necessity of introducing other handicraft should be taken into consideration.

Most importantly, sending musical instruments to an international exhibition might create a chance to describe the historic development of musical instruments through time. One of the famous German musicians, Herbert Ulrich, believes that Iranian instruments are the primary models of many modern instruments. For example, violin is similar to an instrument named Kamancheh, but the sound of violin is more powerful and explicit than its ancestor. Santour is another Iranian instrument which is the pioneer of piano. Guitar has also a less complicated Iranian grandfather which is called Taar and is one the most favorable musical instruments among Iranian people.

In brief, I do recommend sending a musical instrument as a representative of my country. Undoubtedly, it attracts attention and familiarizes other nationalities with the fantastic background of musical instruments in Iran. 

Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Stressful entity of today’s life intensifies the magnitude of psychological pressure on the populace; therefore, people try to suppress different kinds of pressures through various strategies like dangerous sports. Dangerous activities help people to feel relaxed, have fun, and be creative through experiencing new events.

First of all, dangerous activities attract people, because it makes them feel relaxed. Dr. Alex Martin and his colleagues in University of Colorado hypothesized that performing or even watching exciting or dangerous activities secretes special chemical substances in body, which have a compensatory effect on the release of stress-related hormones. Moreover, all of us have encountered dangerous situations, which might be frightening, but remembering hazardous locations is desirable. (Why? Explain!)

Additionally, performing dangerous activities or sports could be considered as entertainment. One of the most important aspects of risky situations, which prevent life to be boring, is the sense of danger. Secure games or sports are not as attractive and interesting as risky ones. Today, most people have a monotonous rhythm of life. Scientists presume that all of us need unexpected occasions like taking part in dangerous sports in order to tolerate daily chores.

Undoubtedly, people practice new experiences through dangerous activities. For some people, reading the latest novel or attending international meetings is wonderful and is considered as a new experience. However, for others a new experience is one that is accompanied with a little risk. History has shown that nearly all the great who made deep changes in human life belonged to the latter category. As one may notice, famous scientists, artists, fighters, and politicians were naughty children who used to make a dangerous atmosphere and enjoyed it.

In brief, I surmise that people need changes in order to enjoy their life. They have to try in the hope that they find suitable activities to obtain this modification. Obviously, dangerous hobbies are a fantastic choice.  

A letter to the gas company about a second bill you received when you have already paid the first.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am one of your customers with reference number 1002MX.

I received a 50-dollar bill (No.2357 dated 2003/6/15) yesterday, while I had paid it on June 20th (receipt No.3B04) and sent a copy to the company. I called the bank and talked to one of the clerks who were responsible for the matter. She was convinced that there had been a problem from your side, but unfortunately I have again received another bill. I believe there has been a mistake again and referring to Ms Johnson, your clerk, I will be so happy if you give this matter your prompt attention. 

I would also be thankful if you could confirm receiving the receipt.

Yours faithfully,

BEHNOUSH MOHAMMADPOUR 

A letter to an old teacher asking for a reference for a job.

Dear Mr.Potter,

I was a student at your college between 1990 and 1994, and I passed four courses of biology with you. I do not know whether you remember that I won the Top Student Prize in 1993.

I graduated from Leicester University with MS in biology this summer, and I am going to apply for a research position in Animal-Plant Research Institute of London. Besides university references, applicants are supposed to have a recommendation letter from one of their high school teachers who teaches related subjects. They seek a person who is talented, punctual, and co-operative. As an outstanding scientist and well-known university professor, you are the best person to give me a recommendation letter. Therefore, I would be grateful if you could send a recommendation letter to me. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

BEHNOUSH MOHAMMADPOUR  

A letter to a garage about some poor mechanical work they did on your car.

Dear Mr.Hayman,

I am the owner of dark blue Peugeot 205 No.351 BT 72. 

I am writing to express my dissatisfaction about the mechanical work you did on my car two days ago. The brake had some problem and you replaced the pump with a new one, but it does not work appropriately. Besides, the headlights which have been used for my car are not of appropriate quality and seem to be out of order. I have been one of the good customers of your repair workshop and have always been appreciating your work. Would you please send a technician to my house to repair the car. 

I expect to hear from you as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

BEHNOUSH MOHAMMADPOUR  

Dear Behnoush,

I have no idea what you can add. You should just use your imagination and make stories appropriate for the task. Remember that the purpose should be in the ‘purpose paragraph’ not in the closing. Therefore, write your request in that paragraph. 

1. Explain your problem and what has happened

2. Write your request.

I believe it should become 150 words! (
Elham

Writing task 1(Cambridge 1- page 51):

The diagram shows the process of collecting information on the weather in order to produce reliable forecasts in Australia Bureau of Meteorology. It can be clearly seen that information goes through three main stages until it can be broadcast. These stages are incoming information, analysis and forecasting, preparing the broadcast and finally, broadcast.

As it is shown in the diagram, first, information is gathered via satellite, radar, and drifting buoy. The information from satellite is transmitted to radar. Satellite, itself, takes photos. All the information provided by these three tools are integrated into satellite photos, radar screen, and synoptic charts. Then, they are analyzed and forecast. This information is sent to computers in order to prepare the broadcast. Finally, up-to-date information is broadcast via TV, radio, and recorded announcement.

In conclusion, the diagram shows that there are various stages in preparing and broadcasting of latest news on the weather and that radar has a fundamental role in gathering data. Also, the most comprehensive information is obtained from synoptic charts.

Writing task 2

Smoking tobacco should be made illegal like other dangerous drugs. Agree or disagree?

In the world today where stresses and tensions are at high degree, some people appeal to smoke cigarettes. They think that by means of cigar they can relax themselves, while it is obviously shown how harmful tobacco smoking is and it is clear why it should be banned in public. Smoking, at a glance, has many noxious effects on body. Some harmful aspects are proved and shown on body, on economy, and on the air.

Taking body into account, tobacco smoking has so many hazardous effects. W.H.O reports that 85 per cent of lung cancers are caused by cigarette smoking .On the other hand, recent research studies show that low birth weight is more common among the    children of smoker mothers. Another effect of tobacco on the body is its risk for heart diseases. Smoking is the major cause of heart attacks. These examples simply show the perils of tobacco smoking to the body.

Furthermore, cigarette trading these days has become a lucrative business around the world, especially within developed countries. This subject leads to extraction of millions of dollars from developing countries in order to import cigars. This currency that is spent on smoking perilous substances, can be specified for education, health, and infrastructures. In addition, smoking affects the economy of families. The money that can be used for promotion of life is used for decreasing life span.

From the air point of view, smoking cigarettes has dramatic effects on air. In rapidly increasing air pollution of metropolitan areas, smoking makes the situation even worse. Scientists report that one of the major pollutants in big cities is cigarette smoke. Furthermore, every day we see a lot of fags on the streets or in the nature that make their scenes indecent.

No wonder, tobacco smoking is risky from several points of view and making it illegal may help to decline its adverse effects. People should find better ways to relax themselves, like exercise or reading. 

Writing task 1 (from I.E.L.T.S specimen materials):

The bar chart shows the number of post-graduate male and female students in Britain in three periods, and the kind of education (full time or part time). As an overall trend, it is clearly shown that part-time education is more significant in both men and women; on the other hand, there is a remarkable increase in further education among women in these periods.

Among men, the number of full-time education is slightly increased; in other words, the number of men in further education approximately doubled in these three periods. The number of men attending part-time education has ranged between about 900 and 1000 thousand. Taking women into account, the number of women in further education was below 800 thousand in 1970/71, but it has obviously increased and reached about 1100 thousands in 1990/91. The other point is that the full-time education among men and women is in an equal level of about 200 thousand in 1990/91.

In conclusion, part-time education is dramatically higher than full-time education among men and women,  and there is an increase in both full-time and part-time education among women and full-time education among men in these three periods. 

Writing task 2 (the first car appeared on British roads in 1888. By the year 2000 there may be as many as 29 million vehicles on British roads. Alternative forms of transport should be encouraged and international laws introduced to control car ownership and use. What are your views?

By promoting life quality in today’s world, people try to find ways to facilitate their own lives. One of the accessible devices for amenity is automobile. Millions of cars are on roads for this purpose. Conceded that cars have some advantages, we cannot deny the problems and difficulties arising from driving cars. Some of these problems are air pollution, noise pollution, and destruction of nature.

Considering air pollution, cars on roads dramatically affect the air. Recent studies show that millions of exhaust pipes release dangerous and toxic gases into the air. These perilous gases have incompensateous (?) effects on the body. In fact, the main reason for air pollution in the last decade has been cars. Cars have incredibly more effect on air than factories do.

Taking noise pollution into account, sounds of millions of horns and engines annoy people in metropolitan areas of the world. According to W.H.O, high-pitched noise can cause stress and tension, and can bring about many psychosomatic diseases in the people that are exposed to these sounds. All people in big cities are seriously tired after a workday, because of additional and disturbing noise caused by cars.

On the other hand, by increasing the number of cars, governments are compelled to develop the roads. This subject has obliged them to destroy meadows and forests; in other words, it unfortunately deletes the nature. In recent years, millions of hectares of green and eye-catching forests are destroyed to make roads and highways, and it has so many adverse effects on environment we all live in.

No wonder, changing the form of transport will decrease the number of cars on roads and consequently will diminish the disturbing effects of such a huge number of cars. Developing transportation system and encouraging people to use them instead of their own cars will make the situation better. Public transport system is an appropriate facility for people of today.    

Task 1 (Insight into IELTS , p:116)

The first graph shows the amount of fish (in tones) caught from 3 main oceans; that is, ‘Pacific Ocean’, ‘ Atlantic Ocean’, and  ‘Indian Ocean’ during a 25-year period. The second graph shows the tones of fish consumed by certain countries. 

It is clearly shown in the first graph that the amount of fish caught from Pacific Ocean stood higher than the others between the years 1975 and 2000. The amount remained nearly stable until 1980, and then it had a steady rise to up to 55 million tones in 1995. After that, it fell down to under 50 million tones in 2000; on the other hand, the amount of fish caught from Atlantic Ocean stayed constant over these periods, although there has been a slight decrease in recent years, but the amount caught from Indian ocean had at least a gradual increase during these years.

On the other hand, according to the bar chart, the most important consumer of fish was china with more than 17 million tones of fish consumed. The second consumer of fish, as it is shown, was Japan which used more than 10 million tones of fish. Other countries, respectively, the U.S, Russia, and India consumed much less than China; to put it more simply, the amount of fish consuming in the U.S was almost half of its amount in China.

In conclusion, the graphs show that the pacific ocean was the most important one in fishing industry; however, there was a decline in fishing in this ocean during the last years; furthermore, China is the most fish-consuming country among the others.

Task 2  (some school and university students take part in part-time jobs): 

It is undoubtedly true that these days, most school and university students participate in part-time jobs. Although, some people correctly argue that it is time-consuming work which will take the students study time, part-time job has some benefits for the students. Its advantages can be viewed from financial, experimental and psychological aspects.

Generally speaking, having a part-time job will help the student to earn money. The amount, however, is not significant, but it will be useful for daily needs of a student; for instance, buying clothes and university books, shopping from canteen, and paying for transportation. I, myself, had a part-time job that helped me to be able to pay for enrolment in extra classes.

Taking experiments into account, a part-time job provides us with many valuable experiments. It causes the student to be familiar with the world that is out of classes, and it will compel the student to have interactive relationships with people; furthermore, it will precisely open a new world in front of the student’s eyes and will take him/her out from solitary life.

In terms of psychology, part-time job will create a pleasant feeling of self-esteem in the student. In fact, it will denote a sense of independence and freedom. This is exactly at the time when it comes to action and the student is going to step in the real world.

To sum up, having a part-time job is worthwhile for students. As far as I can say, it will improve some aspects of students’ life; although time must be paid for it. 

 Task1 (From IELTS specimen materials):

The graph shows the percentage of radio and television audiences throughout the day in the UK from October to December 1992. As an overall trend, it is clearly shown that a large number of people were interested in listening to radio than watching TV in the morning, while the percentage of television audiences increased dramatically at night.

According to the graph, at the beginning of the day (at 6:00 am.), 5 percent of people listened to the radio when nobody watched TV (0 percent). At 8:00 am, the percentage of radio audiences rose sharply to just below 80 percent and then it had a steady fall during the rest of the day except two slight rises at 4:00 in the afternoon and 10 at night. 

On the other hand, the percentage of TV audiences had a peak to 5 percent during the morning.  Then it fell till noon when there was a dramatic increase of 1 percent at about 1 o’clock. It remained stable till 3 o’clock in the afternoon and after that the percentage rose sharply to just below 50 percent from 9 to 2 in the morning. 

To sum up, the graph shows that people are more interested in listening to radio in the morning and watching TV at night.

TASK 2  (Write whether you support that employees’ salaries are not enough to make them happy.  Benefits like health insurance etc. should be given to make them happier):

One of the most challenging problems of today's societies is how employers can support the employees. Assuming that employees are remunerated by companies, sometimes they cannot even afford many of their daily needs. Some of the problems that they encounter are high cost of living, retirement problems and loss of work motivation.

To begin with, high cost of living causes many problems for wage earners, particularly employees. They do not run their own business; to put it more simply; they have no capital for private work. According to insurance organizations reports, employees earn the least amount of money among the people of societies; on the other hand, employees are the people who pay their taxes regularly. These issues can cause problems for employees.

Second, the employees’ salaries decrease at the time of retirement and this results in so many problems. Most probably, this is the time when children are grown up and life expenditures are in the highest level. Hence, if the salaries are not paid sufficiently, many problems will arise in these periods.

Many employers, however, argue that by decreasing salaries, the company will save money. But I find it hard to agree because even if it will work for a short time, the company will lose much in the long run, because employees are the most important investments of companies among others, such as material and money. Hence, ‘low-incomes’ will decrease their motivation for work and will hurt the system. 

To sum up, companies must satisfy their employees because of the humane points of view and because of then again, their own success. As far as I can say, sufficient and appropriate salaries and some facilities like health insurance will make employees happy and this will result in the happiness of the company.

Task 1 (writing modules-plus-p:127):
The pie chart shows the hours of income training in a large financial company per year. The courses are technical, career development, health and safety, and interpersonal skills. The bar chart compares the attitudes of managers and secretaries to training. As an overall trend it is clearly shown that both managers and secretaries believe in importance of training for job.

According to the pie chart, half of the specified training hours were allocated to technical courses. The staff spent 15 hours on learning the career development and 10 hours on health and safety. The rest of training hours, which means 5 hours, was spent on interpersonal skills course.

On the other hand, the bar chart reveals that the vast majority of both managers and secretaries believed that training was important for job. 65 per cent of managers and just above 60 percent of secretaries believed that training was a good excuse for a change. Attitudes of 40 per cent of secretaries and 50 per cent of managers were toward its benefits for networking. Only 10% of secretaries and 12% of managers believed that training would waste the valuable time.

To sum up, the graphs show that most of training hours were allocated to technical courses; furthermore, managers and secretaries had a positive attitude toward training and its importance for job.

Task 2 (The elderly people of over 50 years of age should be retired and be replaced by the young . do you agree or disagree?) :

One of the most challenging problems of today’s societies is elderly and age of retirement. Conceded that young people need to have an appropriate job position, working of elderly people of over 50 years of age has some benefits. Beneficiaries are both the elderly people and the society where these people live. Some of these advantages are using their experiences and decreasing the retirement remunerations.

Not surprisingly, elderly people who have worked for several years have so many experiences that can be transferred to young employees. In some developed countries, companies invite retired specialists to work with others in order that managers use their viewpoints and advice; to put it more simply, they exploit from about 30 years of knowledge and thoughtfulness.

Moreover, retirement of 50-year-old employees means that the government and insurance companies are compelled to pay much more money, in a long period of time and for people who are unemployed and not really old. Biological studies show convincingly that the age of 50 is not the age of retirement, and these people, as productive resources of companies can still work and do their best.

However, many people argue that retirement of elderly people will result in more employment of young ones; I find it hard to agree because first we should know when people are named as old people. As W.H.O reports, the beginning age of the elderly period is 65. Thus, retirement of people, 15 years before they actually become old seems not cost-effective.

In summary, old people are real investments for the countries. Working with them and beside them is a big chance for others. As far as I am concerned, people should be retired at the age of 65 when they have worked for about 30 years.

Writing Task 1  (Cambridge 1. p:31):

There are two charts in the picture, a bar chart and a pie chart .The bar chart shows the reasons why adults decide to study. Seven variables are shown in this chart, such as ‘interest in subject’, ‘to gain qualifications’, and ‘helpful to current job’ .The pie chart shows how people think the costs of adult education should be shared .The variables are ‘individual’, ‘employer’, and ‘tax payer’.

As it is shown in the bar chart, 40 per cent of adults suggested that their reason for studying is interest in subject. Gaining qualifications is slightly less important than the first variable (38 per cent). The other 3 variables, that is ‘helpful to current job’, ‘to improve prospects of promotion’, and ‘enjoy learning/studying’ have almost similar values (respectively: %22, %20,and %20). The less important reason is ‘to meet people’ by only 9 per cent of adults’ reason.

On the other hand, the pie chart shows people think that 40 per cent of cost of each course should be paid by individuals, 35 per cent by employers and only 25 per cent by taxpayers.

In conclusion, the results show that the two main reasons why adults decide to study are interest in subject and then to gain qualifications. 0n the other hand, people think that the most part of the costs of each course in adults’ education should be paid by individuals.

Wring task 2 (Cambridge 1, p:32)(music):

Much attention has been paid to music from ancient times. Ancient people enjoyed the sound of flowing streams, chirping of birds, and waterfall music. Without any doubt, music is needed for the soul; however, some people deny it. Several years ago people started to provide simple instruments that made harmonic sounds. Today there are complicated musical instruments which create beautiful sounds. Thus, there are two major classifications of music which are named traditional, and modern ones. 

As many psychologists claim, music is the food for soul. So many times listening to a piece of light music after a busy day of working releases the tensions and gives energy to people. Music deals with our emotions and passion. Research studies show that using an appropriate music in postoperative wards decreases the pain in the patients after surgery. On the other hand, it is proved that it creates more ability of solving difficult mathematics problems among the people, and more perception of notes of music. All of these findings demonstrate that people really need music.

Taking traditional music into account, it is one of the most important inheritances of the past. Traditional music is indicator of nations’ history. People usually feel a nostalgic sense with their own music. In other words, it roots from their ancestors’ lives, so it is valuable and dear.

Regarding modern music which is heard everywhere nowadays, it can communicate in particular with juveniles. They love heavy and instrumental music. By spending time listening to these kinds of exciting music, they release their energy that always find a way to exhaust in young. It is joyful and full of life .In fact it is an essential entertainment for people who are music fans. A positive point of modern music is its cosmopolitan effect. It belongs to all of the people worldwide, and it is a common language of nations.

No wonder, music is one of he most important aspects of life. To my mind, both traditional and modern music have equal importance. In different situations we need different harmonic sounds. Music gives us sense of humanity and understanding other people.

Farzad

Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

“Life is like water that flows in a river”. This sentence is a part of a poem by one of Iranian poets. Some people believe that life needs improvement beause if we are stagnant and do not have any progress after a period of time, all of us get bored and boredom is beginning of many difficulties in life. On the other hand, some people believe that all progress has done(?) and it is time that we enjoy life and have a placid(?) life.

Many people have a very routine life. Their activities are limited to earn a little money for a living and they are happy with their life. Without improvement in financial aspect of life, they are well satisfied with the present things that they have and they never get any more things than pervious.

In spite of the first group of people, some others think that they need improvement and motion in many different aspects of life such as educational, financial and private aspects of life. Regarding educational aspects of life they improve from the beginning of educational period to the end of it. They try to be the best in their societies and compete with each other, so they believe that competition is the spirit of progress. Also, in financial aspects, they progress to provide a better life for themselves and their families, so they think that if each day they do not try harder than previous, they cannot improve their life. 

In summary, as a means of self-statement, progress is always good. Without it we never earn new things, new information, or new technologies. In the end, I believe that our life must be like water that flows in the river, full of power, motion and progress.

Maryam

In this era more specialists are needed and because of this they are overrated. It dose not mean that generalists are not important or society does not need them; on the contrary, society needs generalists in the beginning of every field, and then specialist are needed in the high levels. The need to more specialists is obvious in many areas such as science, education, and medicine.

Society needs more specialists in medicine because they can cure progressive diseases; for instance, when people suffer from cold they will see a general practitioner, but when they feel pain in heart, lung or muscles they refer to a specialist, so generalists can cure a limited area of diseases which are in first stages. On the other hand, general practitioners can learn and memorize a limited subjects; that is, they know a little about skin, skeletal, lung, and heart diseases. Moreover, when people get sick, they prefer to go to a specialist rather than to go to a generalist.

Likewise, in education, society needs more specialists. When students want to start learning alphabet or calculus, generalists can teach them because they are not complicated subjects but as students go to higher grades and want to learn algebra, geometry or literature, their need to specialists is sensible.

Similarly, in science, for instance in computer sciences, a generalist can operate only simple tasks while a specialist can design for example web pages and actually do the simple tasks, too. Computer science has many fields and so many specialists are needed.
In conclusion, nowadays that the speed of progress of science is unbelievable and people have to walk with its pace, societies need more and more specialists and if they are overrated, it is appropriate.
Good job, but remember you should use stronger support ideas and try to write a complete and fully supported essay for GRE. This is so good for the TOEFL, but probably a bit weak for GRE. The second and third body paragraphs need more support ideas. 

Mitra

Bicycles:

 

With due attention to development in technology, some traditional instruments are still alive and have many advantages to use. Bicycle is one of the most important inventions in the last century which is popular and fashionable. It has so many positive feature points. The most important features are that  bicycles are not expensive, they are popular as sport  and useful for everyone as an exercise, and they are a friend of environment in comparison with other vehicles.

  

Riding a bicycle is a good idea with respect to economy. The cost of having a bicycle
is not very high. This cost compared with car maintenance is very low; we should pay a lot of money for the gas, repair and mechanics. Also, we can ride our bicycle door to door if the destination is not mentioned. 

 

 In addition, riding a bicycle is pretty good as an exercise. If we do not have enough time for jogging, walking or other sports, cycling will be the most useful  one. We can do both, get to our destination and have an exercise.

  

Furthermore, riding a bicycle helps to protect the environment. By cycling we can reduce pollution, reduce consumption of gas and energy, and protect natural non-renewable resources which we are using up such as oil, gas and whatever else it may be. 

 

 In conclusion, having and riding a bicycle can help people in three most important sides;
exercise, economy and protection of the environment.

It is generally accepted that families are not as close as they used to be.

Give some reasons why this change has happened and suggest how families could be brought closer together.

Families, nowadays, prefer to live not much close which they used to live before. We can survey the causes in some aspects such as changing the lifestyle, increasing independence, and finally all the members working to earn money.

I believe, style of living is the most important item to affect the new generation.

With the advent of technology, we have had big change in all aspects of life. The modern life has tendency to live alone more than before.(?) For example, a member of family loves to work with computer, another one is a TV freak and the third one has another interest or taste which is completely different from the others. So, these matters make them further and further.

Members of the family get much farther because they prefer more independence. They do not like losing their privacy and would like to have more private life. They may consult with other members of the family, but for example, they do not like parents to make decisions for them, also children from their childhood are taught to take their responsibility, so they prefer to think and make decisions on their own.

Another reason why family members are keeping distance is our society and financial problems. Long times ago just one person had to work as a breadwinner, but nowadays all the members have to work to earn money for them. No wonder if the members of the family have no enough time to meet each other. Sometimes, they have to work in a far city or country to get more money.

So, what is the solution? We should teach all members of the family to consult when they confront with a problem, and feel close to their parents or spouses. Moreover, if there were a friendly atmosphere on the family, they would not a fell distention (?) among them. We can teach children how to get well with each other from their childhood.

In conclusion, we can come over all problems if we act maturely and practice to respect our interest, keep our independence and adjust for our duties.

In many countries the problem of drug taking is increasing. Government and the general public are particularly concerned about young people using illegal drugs such as marijuana, ecstasy and heroin. What methods could prevent young people from taking drugs? Is it appropriate to send young drug-users to prison?

Young people would like to have new experience about subjects around them. Taking drugs is one of the problematic interests in our world. Parents, governments and our society are responsible for increasing these problems; moreover, prison sentence is not the best solution.

In my opinion, parents are the best sample for their children. Children were taught by parent’s behavior; also, children are influenced by them. Furthermore, parents should not give their children too much pocket money that spoils them forever. They should bring them up in a way that children be responsible, strong and powerful in spirit.

Another point, which encourages young people to take drugs, is our society. Most developing countries are experiencing an economic recession. Generally, these countries confront with lots of crises such as poverty, as well as lots of diseases, financial problems, unemployment, and even war. A teenage person in poor condition has tendency to lots of petty crime and wrong action like drug taking. 

In these cases, the government is responsible. The government should establish places for education, entertainment, and production. It should exercise more control over frontiers, and develop facilities equally among all cities instead of the capital city. Also, I think prison sentences will make young people indifferent to drug taking. They can be more professional by passing the prison’s period, and they will pick up the habit for the second time when they are free. 

In conclusion, government, society and parents are responsible for the new generation to protect them against the irreparable harms in taking drugs, and they should consider prison sentence dose not work very well.

There have been many technological developments in the 20th century, for example in transport, telecommunications and health. What technological development do you think has been the most important? How has it changed people’s lives? Have all the changes been positive? 

The twentieth century has been known as the communication century; with the advent of television, we confront a lot of changes in our life. Some of these changes have been positive, while others have been negative.

As far as I am concerned, television in aspect of positive points familiarizes people with unknown worlds such as science, technology, different cultures and people, news, nature and strange happenings in every corner of the world. Television covers all isolated areas. Nowadays, everyone can access TV. Television in addition to being equipped for education; moreover, it is an instrument for entertainment, enjoyment and happiness. We can travel, develop our knowledge and experience our dreams by watching TV.

On the other hand, we should not ignore the negative points of television. First of all, TV will waste our time; if we do not arrange our time to watching TV, we should know which program is worthwhile to watch and which one is not. Secondly, television can take the creativity of the audience; especially children and the new generation are the evidence of this problem. They always have dreams about their favorite characters on movies. In addition, by watching television people spend very little time with members of their family and do not have enough time to communicate with each other.

Furthermore, people should be aware of physical harmful aspects of watching TV. If we sit in front of TV for hours and have no exercise, we will easily get fat; so we are going to be a couch potato. Watching TV also has physical harm on our eyes, if we do not care about them.

In conclusion, people should be taught about negative and positive points of television and use TV in the appropriate way.

Task 1: You have asked for accommodation to do a course in a country; your plan changed and you would like to ask for new accommodation. Write the agency and explain your situation and ask for your new accommodation request. 


Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to inform that I would like to cancel my request which I filled in your agency a couple of days on 29 April for a single bedroom flat (Ref. No 00913215).

I have to change my travel date, and I have to change my course next month.

I would be grateful if you could find me a double bedroom around 220 Avenue, with the same price. Also, I would like to share my room with a student and I prefer a girl; as you know girls are more responsible in their duties. So I can deal with them more easily than boys. Moreover, I prefer to have a native roommate to improve my English.

I can be contacted in the following telephone and cell Phone number;

Telephone:

Cell phone:

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,

 Mitra Yektapour

Task 2: Shopping has become a favorite pastime among young people. Why do you think it is like that, and do you think they must be encouraged to do other things rather than shopping?

Shopping is going to be a habit or a bad attitude among our new generation for some reasons such as careless parents, bombardment by advertisements and bad behavior of consumption societies. Society should exercise more control over the young people’s interests and requirements.

Not surprisingly, we have been faced with the fact that our new generation is crazy about shopping. Firstly, they are easily influenced by advertising around them. Whenever we switch on our TV we will be bombarded with lots of TV commercials; whenever we surface the Internet, we come across lots of advertisements. Also, on the other media we face lots of publicity; newspapers, magazines and radio or billboards are the best examples. All the time we unwished confront by these new ads (?). Young people will be easily affected, and would like to try the new material, feel the new taste and have new experience. They easily reply to advertising because it is part of their nature, and it is normal. 

In addition, there are parents who are careless about their children’s behavior. Some parents have to work from day to night; they just pay for children and give them pocket money as much as they need. Furthermore; we live in a society which forces people to consume different new things and materials, because of its policy. In this case, young people are not sinners. 

Therefore, the government should exercise more control over the advertising. Also, the government should teach people, especially young generation, to take more responsibility to produce as well as consume. The government should encourage the young generation to take advantages of education and production; moreover, the government should pave the way for better situation for future.

In conclusion, young people are easily affected by advertising; in this matter parents and the government are responsible. Both parents and the government should be aware of further problems.

Nima

Young people are encouraged to travel or work for one year after high school & before university studies. Write the advantages & disadvantages of this matter.
Today modernized families are unfortunately losing some of their fundamental duties in comparison with those in the mid-twentieth century. Among these responsibilities, however, missing the leading role of parents in future planning of offspring’s vocation is one of the most striking ones. This is not solely due to greater preoccupation of parents to deal with a wide range of social affairs, but it, to some extent, can be a result of more accessible opportunities and professions to today’s new generation.

Many educational psychologists nowadays proclaim that a temporary gap in the turning point of secondary to undergraduate education has many advantages. These benefits cover many aspects of students’ lives both academically and vocationally. Whilst it might be a tough challenge to families, more notably to traditional ones, this period will provide some “unconscious gifts” to students such as an independent trial of social life and human behavioural interaction.

The most immediate and major effect of such an experience is undoubtedly translating the hypothetical ambitions of future career into practical sense of its cons and pros. This effect, however, will not be revealed until the students place themselves in different situations in order to match their previous assumptions with personal abilities. In other words, they can criticize their potentials in a more pragmatic way.

The other essential new-coming outcome is to cope with obstacles to independence. It is apparent that the time in which the yesterday children will throw themselves in the society ocean comes near or next. So the earlier they experience these, the more successful they are. Apart from these important results, there are some minor ones that may have an overall benefit all together and consist of increasing the communicative ability and introducing other social responsibilities.

Finally, what appears true is that the off-educational interval will benefit the students greatly. It helps them not only to find their appropriate future vocation but also to touch the social life more sensibly.   

Nima Kabirian Dehkordi.

Reza Taghipour

E-mail: drreza1352@yahoo.com
Task: Nowadays having a single career is old fashioned; most people have several careers, and education is something that is continuous through life; to what extent do you agree or disagree with this idea?

                  We live in a multi profession world; the time when people used to have only a single job goes back to ancient times. In addition, finding new jobs needs new abilities, which are achieved by lifelong education.

                   When people have the ability to share their time for an extra duty, it means that they have the capacity to handle more responsibilities. On the other hand, economic problems sometimes make people find a second career. Moreover, finding new opportunities during job search requires better education and more experience.

                    Therefore, education and studying constantly throughout life, urge new positions for those looking for a second chance in their career life. Besides the improvements which are achieved by education, presenting new strategies and finding salvages(?) for problems are two more advantages of continuous studying.

                    Obviously, having a second job is a new fashion among the new-generation active people who have more capacity and better education.   

                     Finally, lifelong education, in my opinion, helps people to find better positions in their first jobs and makes new opportunities for them in their second jobs.     

         Number of words: 175

         Type of essay: 4-paragraph essay

(With using a trick in last paragraph)

Task: Education is a lifelong task; do you agree or disagree?

                   One of the responsibilities of people in new world is lifelong education. Education is a priority for everyone, because people need education to cope with rapid progress in technology, modern theses in sociology, and new problems in ecology.

                   Education is a necessity for those who want not to keep up with rapidly progressing technology. For example, computers have become an unforgettable aspect of our day-to-day lives, so we need to be educated in computer science if we want to see computers at our service. Moreover, in any profession, new technological improvements are encountered; for instance, new surgical devices like the laser niefes(?) were developed and surgeons who want to remain up to date must learn about these new instruments.

                    In addition, the society is on the way of progress and modern theses in social mechanisms are presented. Social mechanisms – the way of managing colonies in the base of politics, economy, and culture all need to be understood and accepted, so more education is resulted in better social concept. In other words, sociology is a lifelong science that needs to be improved via education. Step by step, we learn more and more about relationships of people, and at each stage of this process we improve our living status, and get a better position in society.

                     Otherwise, newborn problems in ecology also are a reality that could be solved by lifelong education. As new inventions with lots of changes in ecosystem come out every day, people need to be equipped with education. For more illustration, we invite nuclear reactors; regardless of their worth in the new world of energy deprivation, they have a big disastrous result – the nuclear residues. If we want to keep using the nuclear reactors, we must broaden our knowledge in demolition of the nuclear residues. Considering this matter in routine life, we can pull out other problems such as air pollution, water poisoning, and desert overexpansion. All of these ecological problems require commitment of all people to improve their information about environment and its changes.

                      In short, modern life gives us new responsibilities, and among them lifelong education is the most important one.      

         Number of words: 382

         Type of essay: 5 paragraph essay
There are many different types of music in the world today. Why do we need music? Is the traditional music of a country more important than the international music that is heard everywhere nowadays?

         Music is a great type of art with extravagant effect on all aspects of our lives. Furthermore, it does not make any difference which kind of music is listened to- traditional or international. Both of them have their advantages and beauties.

        Music is a necessity because through musical instruments we can communicate with each other, and music can speak in place of us in different situations. Moreover, music is a fantastic and enthusiastic kind of art. Music with its harmonic sounds can vibrate deep parts of our soul and make a good sense in both the composer and the listener. In addition, we need music when we are sad or glad, and when we hate or love others.

         Furthermore, traditional music is one type of music, which expresses the culture and customs of different societies. We must try to preserve this type of music for the next generations. As a matter of fact, our children have to know their roots, and one of the bases is their traditional music.

         On the other hand, international music is another type of music, which makes it easy for people all over the world to communicate via a common language. We also have this opportunity to send our messages to all nations if we have this ability to play one kind of musical instrument.

           Obviously music with different types, numerous audiences, and uncountable effects on our lives influences our past, our present, and also our future.  

Writing task 1(Cambridge IELTS 1, test 1,page31)

The charts below show the results of a survey of adult education. The first chart shows the reasons why adults decide to study. The pie chart shows how people think the costs of adult education should be shared.

            Below, there are two charts. The bar chart shows subjects which make adults to study, and the pie chart shows how the individuals think the costs of study should be shared.
            If we look at the first chart we can obviously see that the most important reason which makes adults to study, is “interest in subject” and the second most common cause is “gaining qualifications”. On the other hand, “meeting people” and “to be able to change jobs” are two least important matters for adult education choices. Three other reasons have only a moderate effect on adult study preferences and these subjects are: “helpful for current job”, “improving prospects of promotion”, and “joy” in decreasing order. 

Besides the subjects mentioned above, the pie chart shows that in each course the great amount of the payment is believed to be paid by individual resources which is 40 percent and the second share (35 percent) by employers, and finally taxpayers just pay 25 percent of study costs.

In summary, by comparing the graphs we can apparently see that the most important subjects make adults to study are individual matters, so most individuals think that they themselves should pay the great part of the study cost as they are the most beneficiaries.     

Writing task: news editors decide what to broadcast on television and what to print in newspapers. What factors do you think influence these decisions? Do we become used to bad news? Would it be better if more good news were reported?

         The new world is the world of information and news, especially bad news. We are the main targets for the media and their news editors, and what they provide us consists of a couple of bad news about everything from natural disasters to economic crises.

          From another aspect, if we focus on factors which push grant(?) news agencies into breaking(?) bad news, it would be obvious that many reasons influence their decisions, such as effects of socioeconomic pattern of different countries, goals of encouraging people to watch or read their news, influence of political parties on private television channels and so many other ones. But what all of these agencies want to do is to make people their slaves because all of the factors mentioned above are to prevent people from thinking and to make a bad mood in them, which itself makes them ready to respond unconsciously to what these news factories put forward.

           On the other hand, social scientists have a common idea about news broadcasting. They believe that nations that are provided by good news, like progress in economic status of the society, new improvements in technology, and a good sense of security and peace, have a better condition than the others with a series of bad news about murder, violence and battles.  According to this perception, we must put an end to our behavior of tendency to reading or watching bad news and must begin to accept just good ones.     

           In brief, we live in a world full of horror and murder and watching or reading news about these misfortunes is a reality, but if we could decrease the effect of bad news on our children and show them the other side of the wall _ a world full of peace and love _ we would undoubtedly have a better future.

Writing task: news editors decide what to broadcast on television and what to print in newspapers. What factors do you think influence these decisions? Do we become used to bad news? Would it be better if more good news were reported?

         The new world is the world of information and news, especially bad news. We are the main goal of media and their news editors, and what they provide for us consist a couple of bad news about every thing from natural disasters to economic crises.

          From an other aspect, if we focus on factors which push grant news agencies into breaking bad news, it would be obvious that many reasons take part in their decisions such as effect of socioeconomic pattern of different countries, encouraging people to watch or read their news, influence of political parties on private television channels and so many other ones. But what all of these agencies want to do is making people their slaves because all of the factors mentioned above are try to prevent people from thinking and make a bad mood in them which make them ready to respond unconsciously to what these news factories put in forward.

           On the other hand, social scientists have a common idea about news broadcasting and they believe that nations which provided by good news like progress in economical status of society, new improvements in technology, and a good sense of security and peace, have better condition than the others with a series of bad news about murders, violence and battles.  According to this perception we must put an end to our behavior of tendency of reading or watching bad news and begin to accept just good ones.     

           Although we live in a world full of horror and murder, and watching or reading news about these misfortunes is a reality, if we could decrease the effect of bad news on our children and show them other side of the wall - a world full of peace and love-undoubtedly we would have a better future.

Writing task:(Cambridge IELTS 1/page 51)

The diagram below shows how the Australian Bureau of Meteorology collects up-to-date-minute information on the weather in order to produce reliable forecasts.

          There is a diagram which shows how fresh news about weather condition are gathered, processed, and prepared for media by Australian Meteorology Department.

  
The procedure of meteorology news breaking consists of four steps. The first step is the ways of incoming information. The sources of data are satellites, radars, and drifting buoys. Then the information must be analyzed and forecast to main meteorology centers. In this step information coming from satellites are directly depicted as satellite photos, or indirectly sent to radar centers and in combination with inputs of radar stations they make recognizable symbols about weather on radar screens. Another type of analytic map is a synoptic chart, which is created through information from all three incoming data sources _ satellites, radars, and drifting buoys. After being analyzed, the information is sent to a computer center, which gathers all prepared photos and charts besides the information shown on radar screens. The computer centers prepare all the data and make them available for people. Finally, people can be informed about the latest weather condition by television newsreader, radio, and individually via recorded announcements by telephone calls.

          In summary, it is obvious that getting up-to-date precise news about the weather condition is a multi-sectional process that consists of gathering, analyzing, preparing, and broadcasting information for people.

Fatherhood ought to be emphasized as much as motherhood. The idea of women are solely responsible for deciding whether or not to have babies leads to the idea that they are also responsible for bringing the children up.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

          A baby is a gift to sacre the life of both mother and father, so making decision to have a child is a common decision. Moreover, giving birth to a new human being needs parents to accept their common duties, their responsibilities, and their spiritual influence on their child’s development.

            One of the new approaches in recent years is assuming the role of mother and father in a common way. In contrast with the traditional idea that mother is alone in giving birth to a child and afterward(?), nowadays fathers take part in associations which give them a glance on condition of a pregnant woman. Furthermore, they attend delivery rooms to see how hard is giving life to a child. After all these experiences, they are ready to help in childcare and fostering.

            In addition, one more reason to make it clear that fathers like mothers have an important role in children’s development is their acceptance that they are responsible for the future of their children. Both of them must be ready for a great change in their perception of this new role as becoming parents. Moreover, if just one of them is not ready for this new situation, it would be impossible to give a complete life to this newcomer.

           The last but not the least is the spiritual influence of both on their baby. The mood and affection of men and women are different, so the baby needs to be brought up by experiencing merciful, peaceful, and sweet aspects of mother as well as logical, hard, and resistant behaviors of father.

           In the short practice, the idea of mother’s decision making her sole in bringing up child, no more is acceptable. The baby is the gift of love, and love would not be real unless both sides are committed to it.   

Wild animals have no place in the 21st century and trying to reserve 
these animals is a waste of resources. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree?

         Nature with wild animals and plants is a blessing from God that deserves our respect. In every part of the world, governments have to allocate enough budgets to wildlife preservation programs. We need to preserve wild creatures in order to prevent ecological problems, maintain tourist attractions, and respect wild life.

        One of the most important disasters which threaten our ecosystem is wildlife devastation. All animals belong to “food chain”, that means they connect to each other because the bigger ones eat the smaller creatures. Furthermore, the food chain acts as a natural population control system and prohibits overpopulation. For instance, if the number of fox in some area decreases, consequently the population of rodents increases; the result is depletion of crops.

        Moreover, wild animals must be preserved because they are one of the tourist attractions everywhere in the world. Governments have to construct preservation parks and keep nadir animals in these places, so besides the preservation of wild life they can provide a sea sight for tourists and earn money for more investment on the preservation programs. In addition, governments can create new rules to make hunting of certain animals illegal, so without any more funding they can prevent demolition of wildlife.

         The last but not the least, people should respect wild nature and must halt more reduction in animal population. For more illustration, human beings belong to wild nature and they have originated from jungles and pastures, so they must be respectful to their origin and preserve it with its belongings.

In summary, It is obvious that preserving animals, whatever they are, wild or domestic, with profit or without any profit, and little or big is an international duty. The creatures of God have this opportunity to live in this world, so we should keep them safe and breed them properly.           

In the word today, how the companies can keep their employees happy. 
Express your idea and bring reasons that for example how Salary, 
health care and holiday can make employees happy.
        Management is an art, which needs both knowledge of guiding people and ability to persuade staff. A good executive manager can lead the organization by various persuading methods such as promotions, health care facilities and insurance.

        Chiefs easily can encourage their employees if they know how to give them promotions at the proper time. However, it is routine to penalize workers, and making positive influences on hardworking staff has more effectiveness. For instance, giving extra salary or simply writing a thanksgiving letter for an excellent worker is a good way for promotion. Moreover, successful managers have a list of important private occasions of their workers –for example birthday or first day of work – and they use these special dates by conducting minor ceremonies as a drive for their staff.

          Furthermore, providing healthcare facilities for workers and their families is an approach to persuade them for better work. It is obvious that people concern about their health more than anything else, so by constructing special clinics which provide periodical visits of workers as well as free visits for their families, the organizations can spread a good sense of confidence to authority among their workers.

          One more matter which has a great importance for the staff, and which managers can use to persuade their employees, is retired facilities or welfare. It is obvious that everybody wants to be insured about future, so each organization that allocates enough budget to staff’s pension can earn more acceptance from its workers. Actually, by insuring retired people, by constructing welfare facilities- for example sport clubs, music halls, and special clinics- and by giving salary to family after death of staff, managers can earn belief of their staff.

            The last but not the least, our pursue occupies a vast part of our life, so if we are happy in our work, we will be happy in our life and this is the duty of managers to keep people glad and fine. 

Task 1: a graph of smoking in someland (IELTS preparation ,1999 holmesgien institute of tafe page 11)
             The graph compares the attitude to smoking in men and women in Someland during 1960-2000. It also indicates the difference in smoking habits between two sexes (genders) has reduced over time.

              At the beginning of the study in 1960 the number of men who smoked was greater than that of women; it means that 600 per 1000 people who smoked were men and just fewer than 100 were women. Gradually, the number of female smokers rose to 300 per 1000 until 1975 and afterwards it reached a plateau with only a shallow descending slip down to 2000 when the number of female smokers was only 200 per 1000 smokers. On the other hand, during this period the number of male smokers slopes down in a steady manner from 600 per 1000 in 1960 to 210 to 2000 per 1000 for male smokers.

               In short, it is obvious that at first there was less tendency to smoke among women and there was an upward trend in their tendency. However, in 1975 the trend changed and two genders kept quitting smoking, and in 2000 the number of male and female smokers became equal with just a little more men smoking than women as before.      

Task 1: two bar charts, which are about disease (death rate and research funding)

(IELTS preparation, 1999 holmesgien institute of tafe page 15)

          The graphs compare six different diseases in Someland in 1990 in the subject of death number and the budget which is allocated to medical research. They reveal that when there is more concern to spend money on medical research in any disease, the amount of death is consequently decreased.

           In the first graph, the number of death from TB is 1.8 million people, which could be considered the highest death number and in the second step diarrhea with 600,000 death stands. Leprosy with 100,000 and AIDS with 200,000 deaths have the least number of deaths. The two other diseases _ malaria and Tropical diseases _ just have an average amount of mortality. The second graph demonstrates that the amount of money which is invested on TB (20 million) is at the minimum range, whereas that of the AIDS (180 million) is the highest. Four other diseases are funded by an average amount of money in medical research.

          In short, when there is low amount of investment on medical research, the result is an increase in the number of deaths, and vice versa. Also, it is obvious that those diseases which have an average amount of funding for medical research, have a precise decline in death number.      

Good job. But the conclusion seems a bit irrelevant or probably not right. You could conclude that TB once a prevalent disease was invested on highly, but the AIDS, which is now more prevalent, is to be spent on more. And the challenge of the era was TB, but it is AIDS now. 

Apparent means something which just ‘seems so’, but obvious means something which is ‘clearly so’! Try to understand the distinction that is a matter of question in the IELTS. 

The elderly people of over 50 years of age should be retired and be replaced by the young. Do you agree or disagree?

      Human beings need to be active through their lives. Working period in governmental organizations is defined as thirty years work duration; however, the real time that staffs have capability to operate properly could be over three decades. There are so many opportunities for workers to continue their occupation in situations like guiding staff, teaching new employees, and working in nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).

       As a matter of fact, after a period of thirty years work, people obtain enough experience to be considered as highly skilled workers. These staffs have this merit to be pushed onto higher positions and show their performance as head managers or executive bosses. Furthermore, when members of an organization make progress step by step, they are more sensible about other colleagues than those who get the managerial positions without passing through lower steps of organizations.

        In the same way to getting high positions in organizations, teaching other staff especially new employees is another approach to give responsibility to retired staff. Considering creation of new careers for young people, it comes to view the need for educating these new workers, so the experienced staff can take part in education system of newcomers.

        Another method to use retired workers of governmental organizations is hiring them in NGOs. Retired staffs have a vast view about everything and can use this ability to make fantastic advances in NGOs. Furthermore, retired people have facilities like pension contributions and healthcare insurance, so they can work with lower salary payments, and this is an important advantage for many NGOs which use public donations.

         Obviously, experience is one of the most important factors in occupation and the only way to provide acceptable performance is through experienced staff, so it would be advisable to continue usage of retired staff in proper positions due to their knowledge and capacity.

Nowadays, people spend much more time and money on their appearance than before. Do you agree or disagree?

                The appearance of people is not a suitable indicator to be evaluated by it; however, having nice and tidy appearance and clothes is a common belief among all nations. With investing a lot of money and spending a lot of time on adjusting appearance due to public fashion, there would be unfavorable consequences including wasting time, firing money, and expanding consumerism.

               Unfortunately, in recent years people invest so much money on their garments, haircut, and luxurious furniture. Instead of allocating budget in order to make a fashionable society, it would be better to use this money in welfare facilities and education progress.

                Moreover, if we sum up time of dressing and make up, it comes to view that a tremendous duration of time is wasted in front of mirror. The amount of time which is spent in malls and multi-sectional stores to buy new cloths and jewelries, can also be used in other meaningful activities, such as reading books and playing sports.

                The last but not the least, the attitude of people toward fashion and new lifestyles has resulted in a new prophecy-consumerism. The more we consider brand models and new lifestyles, the more we invest money and spend time, and it is the goal of market leaders to make people permanent consumers of their products. The consumerism is a culture, which includes both aspects of life, materialism and spiritualism; it means that you would be a slave to buy materials like clothes and spirituals like lifestyle.

                In the end, it is advisable to teach children to be average in their appearance and lifestyle. By this means, we could inhibit wasting a lot of money and time.  

Governments have to place the same number of men and women in different fields of study in universities. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Nowadays it is a common belief that women and men are exactly same, and as a matter of fact, they must be treated similarly in all aspects; however, it is obvious that there are a lot of differences between male and female which, make them suitable for different fields. Reasons make governments to place different number of students due to their gender in universities is physical ability, emotional sense, and public acceptance. 

The educational system has this duty to regulate and confirmed the number on enrolling students due to their physical abilities. In some era the need of physical competence is fundamental, as in “industrial fusion engineering” which, requires a great number of male students. In addition professions like neuro-surgery specialty, which seems not to be gender specific, because of its hardness and critical characteristics is more likely to be related to men doctors.

On the other hand, some fields of study need more sensitive people, and push governments to choose most of the students among female ones. For example nursing is a challenging work, which needs kind and patent characters, and these are traits of women. Furthermore, in places which making connection with other people is an essential; female staff especially educated ones can operate more effectively than their male colleagues in jobs such as bank clerk or airplane hostess.

The last but not the least, the degree of acceptance of a person in an individual career depends on people’s acquaintance. For more illustration, although men and women can work as judge, the public preference is toward men judges. In the contrary, people always want to leave their children at a class with a female teacher. 

In brief, however women and men both are the creatures of God and capable to do whatever they decide on, their differences in physical and emotional status make them suitable for different responsibilities, so governments must place two genders in different numbers in university courses.

Task 2: Governments should spend more money on education than on recreation and sports. Do you agree or disagree?

           Today’s life is a mechanical life, and people, more and more, involve in depressing conditions. However allocating budget on education is a necessity, investing money to sport and recreation is a critical requirement because with this approach governments can provide effective residents, energetic dwellers, and happy settlers.

            In the way to create effective residents at work, school, and home; there is a need to have proper recreational activities and sports. As a matter of fact, an effective mind always requires proper health condition, which could be achieved by doing regular physical exercises. Moreover, it is established that sport increases self-confidence. Therefore, besides investment to education, sport and pastime activities are also fundamental. 

              In addition, energetic inhabitants who are successful in their life always experiment a modest lifestyle. In purpose to have an average lifestyle, the essentials are education, recreation, and sport all of them with equal quota in life process. Governments can manage to make sport and recreational programs during work time so that staff can retrieve their energy sources for better performance.

               The last but not the least, one of the major problems of new century is depression due to industrialized life manner; for overcoming this disaster, more concern to sport and leisure activities is a requisite. Whenever residents especially educated ones have adequate time to provide a beautiful environment full of peace and happiness, they have more performance in all aspects of their life.

               Obviously, education a long with sport and recreation have equal effects in a successful society, so they are required to be supported by government’s investments.

Sadaf 

“When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position. 

Hard working people are always appreciable everywhere even if they do not have any success in the end. I think the most important factor in success is to try hard and not be tired of hard work. Diligent people are always satisfied with themselves, and this satisfaction gives them more energy to try hard until they achieve their goal.

In the majority of cases, hard-working people are successful in competitions. Persevering people always have a final goal in their mind, so they use all the facilities that they have in the best way and try hard to achieve their goal. In fact, willingness energizes everyone to work harder and harder for his or her aim. In addition, the final result is more amiable for them than for someone who wins with his or her luck.

On the other hand, in a minority of cases, luck becomes the dominant factor in success. As an example, I know two men who had great wish to become businessmen; neither of them had the first investment for business, but, just by chance, one of them won a great amount of money in a lottery and started to work as a businessman. At last, he became very successful in his work, while the other one is still trying to save enough to start a business.

In conclusion, I think that luck is a random factor that nobody could rely on, but trying hard is the most important basis of success. With working hard we are always hopeful of success and satisfied with our life. I think these hopes and feelings are more important than the final result, which is success or defeat. Besides, one of the most beautiful sentences that I have ever heard is Pasteur’s, “Luck always favors the prepared mind!”, and this is an absolute fact in our lives. 

Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is important to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

Iran is one of the well-known agricultural countries, and it has many kinds of plants. Now that I am asked which plant is more important to the people of my country, I should say saffron; Iran has the first rank in exporting it around the world.  As everyone knows saffron is the most expensive and useful spice in the world since it is used for medicine, dyeing and cooking.

Saffron is widely used in medical settings especially in traditional healing ways.

It is used a lot to reduce stomachaches, help digestion and increase appetite.

Saffron is also helpful to relieve tension and stress from body.

Furthermore, saffron has a great usage in dyeing. Because of its strong coloring property it can make special yellow that is called saffron color. On the ground that it is very expensive these days, we use artificial colors instead of saffron in dyeing. On the other hand, people used it a lot in ancient time.

Also, saffron is used in many cuisines. Chefs use it as spice to color and flavor dishes. A little amount of saffron is enough to have a good color and aroma in our food. These days we have many things with the flavor of saffron such as ice cream and tea. 

In conclusion, saffron is very useful and it is one of the best kinds of spice. Since we have lots of saffron in our country, Iran is the first country for exporting saffron. The greatest centre of saffron is in Khorasan, which is on the north east of Iran. There are lots of companies that prepare saffron as powder or other forms from its plant which is a flower.

Good, but it’s a bit less convincing than the previous essay. Try to write more formally too.  Reconsider the corrections and the underlined. 
#104: It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your answer.

Since everybody knows that works of society’s members have influenced society, there is always a question whether scientists or artists are more valuable in societies.

As every one believes, artists are usually known in societies, we have seen our favorite movie stars in films, popular singers in concerts and famous painters in galleries. People always admire plays of actors and actresses, poems of poets and music of musicians. Besides the fact that artists’ works entertain society, people usually have a favorite artist who sets a pattern for them to follow. Hence, artists should try to have good characters and habits because bad behaviors might influence their fans’ lives. On the ground that artists are usually known as a fashionable group, others usually follow the model of their clothes. Our society’s youth also wear shirts with the picture of stars and singers and buy posters of them for their rooms.

On the other hand, scientists, too, have a great role in improvement of our society and in changing the style of our lives. Everyone usually has a special picture of scientists in his or her mind. If you ask people to describe the style of a scientist, they will picture a hard-working person with glasses on eyes, very simple clothes and a thick book in hands. These days we can see their presence in all parts of our lives and we can’t even imagine another life without their inventions. For example, it is really not possible to live without electricity, telephone or transportation vehicles. During the centuries, scientists have changed the style of our lives. Although people have not seen scientists face to face, as frequently as they have met artists in their daily lives, they constantly recall scientists’ role in all parts of their lives and appreciate their contribution to human’s life much more.    

In brief, with the reasons stated above, no wonder that I believe scientists are more valued in our society. Artists attract the attention of people with their things; however, scientists make useful and necessary means. In addition, scientists have invented many things for artists too, such as tapes, CDs, microphones and videos.  

Excellent. But the last part of the second body paragraph was a bit vague; also, “thing” is something ambiguous and is not to be used in the essay writing. It diminishes the precision of concepts. The most important point is that the beginning of the paragraph is a ‘critical location’ and you do need to insert transitions there.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important decision alone. Use specific reasons and example to support your opinions.

Nowadays, some people believe that a person should never make an important decision alone, but others have different theses. I think people should have consultants before making essential decisions.

A group of people believe that consulting with others to make decisions is very beneficial. The first advantage is finding more ideas about the case which we encounter. By asking others’ opinions, a person would get several points of view; thus, making decisions becomes more reliable. The second advantage is the opportunity to communicate with new people. In fact, new relationships are not always good, but they are full of useful experiences. It is also fruitful to accept and think about ideas which are against ours.

However, some other people say since everyone is responsible for his or her actions, essential decisions should be made alone. They believe that some people may influence a person strongly and change his or her life. For example, there are many addictive youths who have been influenced by their friends’ advice. Moreover, they think making decisions alone is time consuming.

Overall, I think to make a conclusion, it is useful to listen to others’ opinions, but the last decision is ours, and we are responsible for it. Therefore, it is very important to keep others’ ideas just as an alternative and not to let them influence our last decision. 


#091: If you could ask a famous person one question, what would you ask? 

Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

If I have a chance to ask a famous person a question, I will ask him "if he is satisfied with his celebrity or he just prefers to be an ordinary person" because I always have this question in mind if it is good to become famous or not.

First of all, I really want to know about feeling of a reputed person in society because I think famous people could not be as comfortable as ordinary ones. They could not go to crowded places without the attention of others to all details of their behavior, so they would not have normal activities of other people’s easily. Since I think a famous person has to be careful about/with all his or her reactions in society, it is always a big question mark in my mind about what a famous person feel about life.  

On the other hand, ordinary people always have a great wish to become popular and famous; they always follow the well known characters and admire their situation and reputation. Most of us inherently love popularity; therefore, we always wish to become popular. 

At last, since I am an ordinary person and I have not experienced reputation, I am curious about satisfaction of famous people in their lives.

Dear Sadaf,

What kind of organization have you adopted here? Is that a 4-p or n-p essay? If you’re trying to write a 4-p essay, I believe you should explain the conclusion paragraph more. I believe an n-p is more recommended here. You can explain the first question in the first body paragraph and the next one in the next. Then, you’ll have an n-p essay with 4 paragraphs. Organization is so important! Wish you luck and be more careful with usage of words.

Introduction

What would you ask?

Why?

Conclusion

Topic 156

You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. 

Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

Traveling is always a dream for many people. While traveling, we can taste new food, view new sceneries, have new emotions and even breathe in a new kind of air! If I had ever the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks, I would not hesitate about choosing India. I like to visit India because it is a green country, it has many museums and temples, and I can eat spicy food.

India is one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Although it is not a very clean country, it has lots of beautiful scenes. Since I saw the pictures of my friend's trip to India, I’ve found that it has great zoos and parks. There are marvelous zoos, which have big places for each animal. Wild animals such as tigers and lions are not being kept in cages; there are special places like small woods for them. Therefore, spectators can watch them from a distance about 4 or 5 meters, and there is just a big whole between animals and viewers. Their parks and forests are very beautiful too, India is famous for its monkeys and elephants, and no wonder monkeys are seen on the top of the coconut trees, in the parks and even in some streets.

In addition, India has a great history and it has lots of museums which are magnificent palaces of previous Indian kings; they are full of taxidermist animals such as great elephants and head of horses which they had in their wars; besides museums, there are lots of temples and shrines where Hindus worship their idols.

Moreover, I love spicy and hot foods, so I can eat Indian foods which are so spicy and delicious. I really like dishes with the flavor of curry. If I visit India I will also have chance to try ginger tea which has many medical benefits.

Finally, I think traveling to India not only is very interesting but also can broaden my experience about old times and other religions.   

Sahar

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I would like to inform you that there is something wrong with the camera I purchased from your shop through my journey to your town last month, and I am writing to you to make a complaint.

Last month the day after purchasing the camera, I put a roll of 24-exposure film into the camera. I took most photos during the journey. Yesterday after having the photos developed, I found some white spots covered on the surface of all photos. A specialist told me that it is because of a defect in camera. My wife and I regret for memorable pictures we could have.

There is a warranty card in the camera package, which has the reference number "900123" on it as the code. Please notify me whether I should send it to you or to the producer company for warranty service. Therefore, I believe I should somehow be compensated because I have lost so many valuable moments.

I await for a refund of $300 that I paid for the camera, besides a roll of film.

Yours faithfully,

S. Sajadian

Very good,

But be aware that you have to find out what kind of letter you are supposed to write; then, you’ll know what to do next. The underlined parts are wrong. Good luck.

Shima

  " Prevention is better than cure."

Out of a country's health budget, a large proportion should be diverted from treatment to spending on health education and preventative measures. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

         With no doubt, prevention in any field is better than cure. Cure is not the only way to control the problems, which relate to our health. Sometimes, neither of them, cure or treatment will cause a favourable result. Prevention must be taught to prevail all over a country to decrease the variety of diseases, to control the budget of a country in a proper way, and to increase the number of educated people in this field.

          First of all, decreasing the number of various diseases is one of the most important goals in each country. Overloading the hospitals, observing a great number of death because of hazardous diseases such as AIDS and MS, each is considered as  worrisome , but by preventative measures we can reach our aim.

          Secondly, public budget has a pivotal role in providing all the demands of a country's citizens, so an efficient use of that is necessary. A great deal of public budget is usually consumed in health section. Although the ways of prevention need a lot of money. Thinking and believing a country without any disease is more pleasant. By decreasing (WHAT?), just a little, in this unit which relates to treatment and cure, authorities can add this saving to other sections.

           Moreover, this fact, which is about educated people, cannot be ignored. Prevention is not only better than any treatment but also one of the best ways to increase and develop the level of public knowledge. People learn how to prevent different types of diseases. In addition, they become more familiar with various types of drugs and medical expressions, also more cautious about their body. In this section we need specialists who can teach common people.

           In summary, just by using an appropriate way in utilizing health budget for prevention, we can reach a healthy society and country. After a while, we will believe in this statement that "Prevention is better than Cure". All of us need to live in a safe environment to develop and illustrate our abilities and skills.

 Improvement in health, education and trade are essential for the development of poorer nations. However, the government of richer nations should take more responsibility for helping the poorer nation in such areas. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

     There is no doubt to expect the governments of richer nations to help poorer ones in areas such as health, education and trade; still, different people have various ideas about this subject.

     Some people believe that just by hard working they can improve and be considered as a developed country, so it will not be acceptable for them to help poorer countries to grow and reach that level which ‘the developed ones’ have achieved after a while. In addition, developed nations want to be in the first grade in each branch, such as healthcare, medicine, education, agriculture and trade, to have a distinguishable difference with developing or underdeveloped countries. They want to save their time and energy just for themselves, not for the others. Not only do they help the ‘Third World’ countries but also they act as a great enemy just for destroying their opinions and ideas. Unfortunately, we live in a big world with no sympathy; nobody wants to share his or her efforts with others just to make a comparative(?) world!

    However, other people believe that it is an important duty for modern countries to help poorer ones. All of these people believe in equality. Moreover, they have a great sense to assist other countries which are deprived of natural or human resources and creativity. They want to prevail unity all around the world to make the same shelter for all kinds of people either Black or White.
     In summary, all of the people have the same right to live in equal conditions, so by cooperation among developed countries and the Third World ones, it will be possible to have a better world with equality.

Very good

But consider the sentences marked in blue once again. The first sentence means that they do help the poor countries, but you certainly mean the opposite, don’t you? In the second one, mentioning Black or White is ‘biased’ language and is not acceptable. Besides, the word ‘comparative’ does not make sense. I recommend you to change it.

Good luck!

