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Introduction.

In-line skating is one of the fastest growing leisure
activities in recent years. In Europe, over nine million
people now skate regularly. In-line skaters are often in
their 20s and 30s. And, crucially, they tend to have a high
level of disposable income. They'll spend 300 or even 400
euros on a pair of skates which they might change again in
six to nine months. All of which means that the market for
skates is extremely healthy. The world market is now
worth over $200 million. And it's growing by around twelve
percent year on year. In this programme, we'll be looking
at one of the leading companies in this field - Blade
Runners. In the five years since Blade Runners was started
by Ben Mills, it's won a seventeen percent share of the
European market and has around four percent in the US.
Until recently, it looked as if Blade Runners would become
a major player and take the brand into clothing and other
related areas. In recent months, though, Blade Runners
has run into trouble. Let's find out why.
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