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                                                                        SPELLING RULES 4

Spelling Rules for the Comparative -er 
and Superlative -est of Adjectives
1. Add –er to one-syllable adjectives to form the comparative. Add –est to one-syllable adjectives to form the superlative.

cheap



cheaper


cheapest

bright



brighter


brightest
2. If the adjective ends in –e, add –r or –st.


nice



nicer



nicest
3. If the adjective ends in a consonant + y. change y to i before you add –er or –est.


pretty



prettier



prettiest
Exception.


shy



shyer



shyest
4. If the adjective ends in a consonant-vowel-consonant combination (CVC), double the final consonant before you add –er or –est.


CVC


b i g



bigger



biggest
However, do not double the consonant in words ending in –w or –y.

slow



slower



slowest

coy



coyer



coyest
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